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CITYSCAPES CONTINUED 





Celebrations heralded progress 





CELEBRATIONS From 13S 

Conflict among the workers sometimes 
disrupted the project and endangered the 
men and their families. In 1835, the so- 
called “Irish War” erupted in the LaGro 
area of the canal. Irish immigrants, many 
from Cork in southern Ireland and a 
smaller number from the Ulster areas of 
northern Ireland, increasingly harassed 
one another until one faction armed itself, 
took up “battle lines,” and awaited the at- 
tack of the other. Before things came to 
blows, or worse, the various area militia 
were called in. From Fort Wayne came the 
newly formed Fort Wayne Light Infantry; 
these men, with other militia, stopped the 
fighting and arrested the leaders on both 
sides. 

The Fort Wayne to Flint Springs (Hunt- 
ington) leg opened and began earning 
money in 1835. In celebration, another pa- 
rade, this time led by 33 costumed ladies 
representing the states of the Union, pre- 
ceeded the launching by Capt. Asa 
Fairfield of the first canal boat, “The Indi- 
ana.” Fairfield then was host to all the no- 
tables of Fort Wayne on a grand excursion 
on the waterway through the wilderness 
countryside. One observer noted there was 
“dancing on board and drinking good 
whisky — even getting funny.” Af- 
terwards, a ball was held in the tavern of 
Zenas Henderson at the norheast corner of 
Calhoun and Columbia. 


Land sales boomed 


By 1838, the way to Logansport was 
opened, and the land sales boom came into 
full swing. Despite the financial panic of 
1837 and the gross overextension of state 
credit to finance the canal, optimisim for 
itssuccessranhigh, , -.».::.,. . . 
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In 1843, on the Fourth of July, another 
celebration was held to commemorate the 
opening of the entire canal from Lake Erie 
to Lafayette. 

Notables from across the nation sent 
their greetings, and the splendid Toledo 
Guards stood in fine military array in the 
mud of Columbia Street. Presidential can- 
didate and War of 1812 hero General Lewis 
Cass was the guest of honor. At sunrise, a 
cannon from the War of 1812 — the same 
one that today stands before the visitor 
center of Historic Fort Wayne — was fired 
to start the celebrations. 

The taverns and inns were filled, and 
the canal boats were tied to the docks in 
town as many as three deep — all were fes- 
tooned with ribbons and flags for the cele- 
bration. After some stirring band music, 
Cass emerged from a canal boat tied to a 
dock and stepped out onto the gangplank 
to hear the original poetry offered for the 
occasion. Listening intently, according to 
one newspaper account, to “poetry he 
could not understand,” Cass missed his 
step and fell into the canal. The portly gen- 
eral was whisked off to dry at Allen Hamil- 
ton’s house. 


Cannon punctuated oratory 

At 11 a.m., a huge parade was formed at 
the courthouse square and marched to Col. 
Thomas W. Swinney’s homestead on the 
west end of town. Cass managed to give his 


scheduled two-hour oration, which was. 


duly punctuated by the occasional firing of 
the old Lake Erie cannon. But some were 
convinced that Cass’ humiliating dunking 
also seriously dampened his presidential 
prospects. 

A huge free barbecue ended the festivi- 
ties while Jesse Williams led the numerous 


toasts to the success ofthe canal. 

These were the great days of the canal. 

The rates were reasonable ($3.35 from 
Toledo to Fort Wayne) and the travel was 
safe. A crew of captain, helmsman, cook 
and driver were usual, and on the bigger 
boats there might also be a steward, cham- 
bermaid and cabin boys. Real excitement 
came with the appearance of the show- 
boats that could seat as many as 100 for the 
minstrel shows. 

These could be sad boats, too. In 1846, 
hundreds of Miamis were herded onto ca- 
nal boats in Fort Wayne to be removed to 
the Ohio River and from there to new 
homes in Oklahoma. The chroniclers tell of 
the wrenching sadness in the faces of the 
natives as they were slowly towed from 
their ancient home of Kekionga. 


Heydey only decade-long 

For the local economy, these boats were 
all important. Although the heyday of the 
canal lasted only about a decade, inland 
communities like Fort Wayne were opened 
up to new populations and greater com- 
merce. It wasn’t unusual to see long trains 
of wagons filled with produce lined up at 
the docks in downtown Fort Wayne wait- 
ing to load onto canal freighters. 

Financially, however, the canal had 
failed before it was completed. Revenues 
earned by canal use were greatly overesti- 
mated and never paid for more than a 
small faction of the cost of the enterprise. 

The scandal of mismanagement plagued 
the canal, and bondholders pressed the 
state of Indiana to satisfy their claims; the 
state nearly went bankrupt. 

The coming of the railroads in the 1850s 
hastened the fate of the canal as it was 
used less and less, even for local traffic. By 








Jesse L. Williams: chief engineer for 
Le PE of the Wabash and Erie 
ana 


1874, the Wabash and Erie Canal was 


-abandoned, and in the next year the courts 


ordered that it be sold to satisfy creditors. 
In 1881, the Nickel Plate Railroad bought 
the rights to the canal, and by the middle 
of the 1880s, the water was drained and the 
ditch filled in to accomodate the railroad 
tracks. 

Today, the elevated course of the Nor- 
folk and Western Railroad through the 
middle of Fort Wayne is the only reminder 
of the canal’s once vibrant presence. And 
the spot where it all began, at the canal’s 
summit, is remembered only in the popular 
nickname of the modern city. 


Michael Hawfield is executive director of the Allen 
County-Fort Wayne Historical Society 
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Summit Cit 


Today it is an undistinguished spot at 
the intersection of Rumsey and Wheeler 
streets just west of the Norfolk and West- 
_ern and the Penn Central railroad track 
crossing on Fort Wayne’s west side. 

But this intersection marks the place 
where, 152 years ago, the great Wabash 
and Erie Canal was begun. This was the 

“summit” of the canal, a feature that gave 
rise to the nickname “Summit City” for 
Fort Wayne. It was here that the feeder ca- 
nal which began seven miles away on the 
upper St. Joseph River met the main canal 
channel just before it crossed the St. Marys 
River to enter Fort Wayne. 


Nebraska in Fort Wayne? 

This also is close to the heart of the Ne- 
braska neighborhood, one of the oldest and 
most colorful residential areas in the city. 
Indeed, the neighborhood got its name be- 
cause it was so far outside town. Before the 
canal was begun, a merchant named A.C. 
Hutzell built a store on the country road 
(later to become West Main Street) west of 
the St. Marys River. The common joke in 
town held that every settler who followed 
Hutzell had gone “Out West — To Ne- 
braska.” Not to be undone, Hutzell named 
his market the Nebraska Store, and the 
name stuck for the entire neighborhood as 
it grew up along the canal basin (recalled 
by today’s Basin Street). . 

The Wabash and Erie Canal that cut 
through “Nebraska” and Fort Wayne was 
the longest man-made waterway in Amer- 
ica. It was the most ambitious part of the 
great scheme for internal improvements 
sweeping the nation in the 1830s, and its 
presence here had a profound impact on 
the emergence of Fort Wayne as acity. 

The idea of a canal connecting Lake 
Erie to the Ohio River Valley via the old 
portage area of the Maumee and Wabash 
rivers was first suggested by George 
Washington in the 1790s. Similar recom- 
mendations were made time and again 
from 1800 to 1820, but no action was taken 
until 1823 when Fort Wayne pioneer Sam- 
uel Hanna and David Burr of Jackson 
County began to push in the Indiana legis- 
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lature for a canal. Because of an almost 
complete lack of usable roads or rivers nav- 
igable by heavy craft, the problems of get- 
ting bulk produce out and raw materials 
and goods in became more serious each 
year in the growing community of Fort 
Wayne and surrounding areas. 

In 1824, the state authorized the first 
surveys to be made, and by 1827, the U.S. 
government had granted Indiana every al- 
ternate section of land along the proposed 
route, or about 3,200 acres. The sale of 
these lands, it was hoped, would pay for- 
the canal’s development. A land office was 
opened in 1832 under the direction of the 
Fort Wayne Indian agent Samuel Lewis, a 
relative of Meriwether un of Dem and 
Clark fame. 


It was Washington’s baby 

The ground-breaking for the canal 
project was held Feb. 22, 1832. George 
Washington’s birthday was chosen because 
he was seen as the foremost promoter of 
American canals and Fort Wayne was cho- 
sen as the site because it was the geograph- 
ical summit of the canal. A celebration was 
planned for the then tiny community of 
about 300 inhabitants. A “military band” 
of two musicians led an enthusiastic pa- 
rade out Main Street from the courthouse 
square to the juncture of the feeder and 
main canals. The three canal commission- 
ers marched proudly behind the band, fol- 
lowed by the president and secretary of the 
parade committee, the national color, and 
the general citizenry. Charles Ewing gave 
the address, which was punctuated by the 
ceremonious digging of the first chunks of 
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This map of Fort Wayne’s Bloomingdale section shows the route of the 
feeder canal through that district. It carried water from the St. Joseph 
River some seven miles north of the city and connected with the main canal 
at a point (called the “summit”) near today’s Runnion and Wheeler streets. 





“In the Lock” a painting ofa oc nb scene alone the one of the Wabash Ad 
Erie Canal: A boat rested in the lock as the water was either raised or low- 


ered to allow for passage through the canal. 


earth. Other worthies dug their spadesful 
also, and the parade concluded with a 
night demonstration of an illuminated ca- 
nal boat float built by Louis Peltier. 

The first part of the project was the 
construction of the feeder canal, which was 
laid out to run from near present-day 
Shoaff Park to the “summit.” This auxil- 
iary canal was necessary to bring sufficient 
water to the main channel at its highest 
point. The feeder was begun in 1832 with 
the construction of a large dam on the St. 
Joseph River. Made up of forest trees, 
sand, boulders and gravel, the dam was 17 
feet high and 230 feet across the river. The 
feeder canal itself was dug along the length 
of the western bank of the St. Joseph River 
(the trench can be seen clearly today in 
Johnny Appleseed Park), and was taken 
west across the Bloomingdale neighbor- 
hood from the later Centlivre Brewery on 
Spy Run to the southern end of Rumsey 
Street. 

When the feeder canal was finished in 
1834, “the indefatigable F.P. Tinkham” 
built a special flatboat for the first canal 
ride. According to the accounts, the “entire 
population” boarded Tinkham’s raft and 
poled themselves the seven miles up the 
feeder to the dam where they “spent the 
day (Fourth of July) eating, drinking and 
making merry.” 


Continental divide here 

The summit of the canal, 198 feet above 
the level of Lake Erie (790 feet above sea 
level), was in fact the high point of the 
great geological depression or trough 
formed in the last ice age. It marks the con- 
tinental divide between the rivers that 
eventually run to the Atlantic (such as the 
Maumee) and those (like the Wabash) that 
empty at last into the Gulf of Mexico. 

(This was a feature that intrigued the 
Republican newspaper in town. Years 
later, on March 8, 1853, the editor of the 
Times, John W. Dawson, would say he was 
tired of “the hackneyed and worn-out 
name by which’ Fort Wayne was chris- 
tened,” and suggest the place be called 
“Summit City” in honor of its altitude on 
the canal.) 

In 1832, Jesse Lynch Williams was 
named chief engineer of the canal. Born in 
1807 near Danbury, N.C., Williams was the 
grandson of Judge John Lynch, the 
founder of Lynchburg, Va., and “Lynch 


Law” (which arose out of the judge’s sum- 
mary treatment of Tories during the Revo- 
lution). Of Quaker parentage, Jesse moved 
to the frontier town of Cincinnati in 1819, 
and there became involved in the canal 
that his brother, Micajah, laid out between 
the Maumee River and Cincinnati. 

Jesse Williams came to Fort Wayne in 
1832 with his wife, Susan Creighton, after 
whom Creighton Avenue was named. She 
was the daughter of William Creighton, a 
Congressman from Virginia during the 
War of 1812 (and later first Secretary of 
State for Ohio) and the granddaughter of 
David Meade, the subject of English novel- 
ist William Thackeray’s tale, “The Virgin- 
ians.” 


/ 

Became Indiana head 

Jesse Williams’ successes with the Wa- 
bash and Erie Canal led quickly to his ap- 
pointment in 1834 as chief engineer of the 
entire Indiana canal system, and in 1837, 
as engineer of all of Indiana’s transporta- 
tion byways. After the canal’s heyday, Wil- 
liams was one of those instrumental in 
bringing the railroad to Fort Wayne, and 
he was named by President Lincoln (who 
became a personal friend) a director of the 
Union Pacific Railroad. It was Jesse Wil- 
liams who engineered the eastern link-up 


of the first transcontinental railroad at Og- 
den, Utah. 


Work on the main canal went forward; 
it was a huge undertaking. A ditch averag- 
ing 50 feet in width and six feet deep, with 
several feeder canals and well-constructed 
locks for raising and lowering the boats to 
different levels of the canal path, required 
extraordinary labor. 


Work was grueling and deadly. Disease 
and accidents in some sections claimed an 
estimated one life for every six feet of canal 
dug in the 452 miles from Toledo to 
Evansville. The “Jigger Boss” worked the 
lines of laborers, who were mostly Irish and 
German immigrants paid $10- 13 per 
month, with barrels of whiskey “to ward 
off fever and protect from snakebite, and it 
was up to the workers how many jiggers of 
whiskey they consumed. One “Jigger 
Boss,” when asked if the men were drunk 
all the time, replied, “You wouldn’t expect 
them to work on the canal if they were 
sober, would you?” 
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Copperfield: levitation one of his 
“minor” illusions 


About the show 


What: David Copperfield, master illu- 
sionist 


When: 5:30 and 8 p.m., June 2 
Where: The Embassy Theatre, 121 


W. Jefferson Bivd. 


Tickets: All seats are reserved and 
are $16 and $13.50. Tickets are on 
sale now at the Embassy box office, 
1107 S. Harrison St.; call 424-5665 


Magic man: more 





By DICK ISENHOUR 
Of The News-Sentinel 

David Copperfield has a lot of tricks up 
his sleeve, but there is still room there for 
his heart. 

The master illusionist, who will be in 
Fort Wayne for two performances at the 
Embassy Theatre June 2, has “levitated” a 
$60,000 Ferrari, made a Lear Jet and the 
Statue of Liberty “disappear,” and has 
seemingly floated across the Grand Can- 
yon. 

Copperfield believes, however, his 


greatest magic is not illusion, but the el-_ 


evation of self-esteem in disabled persons 
through Project Magic. 

“Tm very proud of this program,” he 
said over the phone this week from Omaha, 
Neb., where he was mid-way through a na- 
tionwide tour that concludes this fall. 
“This is my pet project.” 


Established in 1982, Project Magic isa 


non-profit organization of professional and 
amateur magicians who teach tricks to 
mentally and physically disabled persons 
as a therapeutic tool. Copperfield devel- 
oped the program at the Daniel Freeman 
Memorial Hospital in Inglewood, Calif., 
and said it is now used in more than 500 
hospitals and rehabilitation facilities 
throughout the world. 

Locally, the program is used at St. Jo- 
seph’s Hospital, where it was introduced 
about a year ago. 

The magician explained the program 
functions on several levels. Learning 
tricks, many of them sleight-of-hand, im- 
proves dexterity, coordination, spatial 
relationships and perception. Number 
games and mental tricks help develop cog- 
nitive skills. The tricks provide a distrac- 
tion from the sometimes painful and often 
tedious task of physical therapy, and 
there’s another benefit as well. 

“Being able to learn the various tricks 





motivates a disabled person’s therapy and 


helps to build self-esteem.” 

The idea for Project Magic appeared 
about three years ago, not from thin air but 
from Copperfield’s mailbox. 

“T received some mail from a magician 
asking my advice on an illusion,” Copper- 
field said. He never let on he was disabled. 

“A couple months later, I got a newspa- 
per clipping from him, showing him in a 
wheelchair. His own self-image wasn’t that 
he had a disability, but that he was a magi- 
cian. It occurred to me that if magic had 
bolstered his self-confidence, it would 
probably work for other disabled persons.” 

Project Magic is only the beginning, 
however. 

“Project Magic will eventually become 
Project Music, Project Dance, Project 
Puppetry and Project Photography,” he 
noted. “There’s a growth potential for this. 
It will go into a lot of different areas using 
professionals from the entertainment 
world and putting them with the medical 
community to organize therapeutic pro- 
grams with real value.” 

Copperfield, 27, described by the De- 
troit Free Press as “an entertainer with 
something in his head besides showbiz,” 
became fascinated with magic at an early 
age, after he quit associating with a real 
dummy. 

At the age of 10, the shy youngster, 
known then as David Kotkin, acquired a 
ventriloquist’s dummy and found he could 
win friends with his voice-throwing rou- 
tines. While shopping for a new dummy, 
the lad was intrigued by the magic kits in 
the hobby shop, and soon devoted himself 
entirely to this new interest. 

By the age of 12, the young prestidigita- 
tor was performing at local parties. His tal- 
ent grew so quickly that before he was a 
teen-ager he became the youngest person 
ever admitted to the Society of American 





Magicians. Four years later, he was com- 
muting several times a week from his home 
in Metuchen, N.J., to New York City, 
where he taught a course in magic at New 
York University. 

His own matriculation at Fordham 
University was cut short in 1974, only 
three weeks after his studies began, when 
Copperfield was offered the lead role in 
“Magic Man,” a new musical opening in 
Chicago. Copperfield acted, sang and cre- 
ated all the magic tricks used in the show, 
which became the longest running musical 
comedy in Chicago history. 


After the show closed in 1977, Cs 
field returned to New York and wastapped 
to be host of “The Magic of ABC,” a spe- 
cial introducing the network’s fall lineup. 
The program turned out to be the first of 
what would be many TV specials, each one 
featuring a more dazzling and outlandish 
illusion. 


Having conquered the Grand Canyon 
last April and dematerialized the Statue of 
Liberty the April before, Copperfield said 
he has his sights now on China. 


“Back in the ’20s, Harry Houdini per- 
formed an illusion in which he walked 
through a brick wall,” Copperfield said. “I 
would like to recreate that illusion but go 
one step further. I would like to visit China 
and walk through the Great Wall.” 


Is there any trick Copperfield is not 
willing to try? Maybe one. 

Atthe end of arecent presidential com- 
mand performance at Ford’s Theatre in 
Washington, D.C., the master illusionist 
was offered a White House position by 
President Reagan. 

The president wanted Copperfield to 
make the federal deficit disappear. 

That’s probably one trick even Copper- 
field won’t be able to conquer. 
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Photo: Associated Press 


This historical marker near the old Vanderburgh County Court- 
house at Evansville notes the Wabash and Erie Canal. The canal 
was started in 1832, completed from Evansville to Toledo, Ohio in 
1853 and virtually abandoned in 1882. An Evansville researcher 
calls the 460-mile canal, “the great Hoosier ditch.” 


Canal is ‘now a fading, serpentine scar’ 


By MARK R. CHELLGREN 
Of the Associated Press 
It runs from Lake Erie to an 
Evansville garbage dump. It might 
as well run from here to nowhere. 
The Wabash and Erie Canal was 
an engineering vision and practical 
joke, obsolete even before it vas 
completed. 


Only two boats traveled the length 
of the 460-mile canal. None made it 
into the Ohio River because money 
ran out before the canal and the 
river could be connected. 

It took 21 years and unknown mil- 
lions to build, but within a few years 
after completion, parts of it were 
abandoned. 

What was once hailed as the long- 
est canal ever built in the Western 
Hemisphere can now barely be seen 
in many places where it is little more 
than a low spot in a field. 


In Fort Wayne the canal ran be- 
tween Pearl and Superior streets 
downtown in an area still known as 


"the Landing. 


“The canal is now a fading, ser- 
pentine scar going from one corner 
of Indiana to the other,” said Dr. 
Dan Snively, emeritus professor at 
the University of Evansville. 


Snively has spent 20 years re- 


searching the project and calls it 
“the great Hoosier ditch.” 

The first spade of dirt was turned 
Feb. 22, 1832, at Fort Wayne and 
they still “didn’t have the slightest 
idea where the canal was going, but 
they dug the first spadeful anyway,” 
Snively said. 

The canal headed east to Toledo, 
then west toward Lafayette, then 
someone decided to follow the Wa- 
bash south to Evansville.“It was a 
horrible mistake,” said Snively. 

Imported Irish laborers used picks 
and shovels to fashion the canal, 
which was 40 feet across and four 
feet deep in most places. 

Since the canal was built above 


_ that same year, the railros 


ground level in some areas, peng 5 
voirs and aqueducts had to be con-1 
structed to make sure there was wa-ı 
ter in it. The reservoirs became: 
breeding grounds for mosquitoes.. 
Hundreds of men died of malaria — 
and cholera. The wooden aqueducts: — 
rotted and had to be replaced while: 
other work was still going on. — S$ 

“The first section of the canal was — 
completed in 1835 between Fort. 
Wayne and Huntington,” John Ank- 
enbruck wrote in “The Fort wir 
Story.” “A celebration on July 4 
marked the occasion. A canal boat 
for the initial trip was jammed, and 
included 33 girls in costume. The 
festive group moved at the usual 
pace of a canal boat — 3 miles an 
hour. The boats were pulled by 
mules that walked along side on the 
towpath. At that rate it took approx- _ 
imately eight hours for the 24-mile — 
trip to Huntington.” 

Midway through building the ca- 
nal, Indiana almost went bankrupt 
with a $13 million debt and no way 
to pay it. 

The whole thing was folly, says 
Snively. “There were stretches of — 
the canal that didn’t go anywhere.” 

Finally, in 1853, the canal was 
completed to Evansville. Ironically, 





Evansville, built wiih’ material s 
brought in on the canal. 

“In the southern reaches, the ca- 
nal was obsolete almost as soon as it 
was built,” Snively said. “It was not 
a financial success, by any means. 
But it brought enormous numbers of 
people to Indiana.” 

Nine counties between Fort 
Wayne and Huntington were or- 
ganized during the construction, and 
the population along the route grew 
more than 10-fold. 

The canal was virtually aban- 
doned in 1882, but there is fascina- 
tion with it today. The Canal Society 
of Indiana will meet in Evansville 
Oct. 15-16. 
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nsurance eke died Sun- 
kview Memorial Hospital. 
Spear, born in Wabash, was a 

of Christ Lutheran Church, 


Surviv ® are a daughter, Robin 
nd a son, Sean D., at home: her 
r, Irene Cleveland of North 
ester; and two sisters, Judith 
ennings of ‘South Whitley and Cla- 
ne Conyers of Tampa, Fla. 

_ Services are 3 p.m. Tuesday in 
D.O. McComb & Sons Lakeside 
Park Funeral Home with calling 
from 3 to 5 and 7 to 9 p.m. today. 

in Concordia Cemetery. 

red memorials are to Christ 
eran Church, Woodburn, or the 

n County Cancer Society. 


John H.“Tim” Grabner, 86, of 


_ Monroeville, a retired farmer, died 
à Saturday in Lutheran Hospital. 
Mr. Grabner, born in Jackson 
_ Township of Allen County, was a 
. lifelong resident of the Monroeville 
x vicinity. 
_. Surviving are a sister, Anna M. 
Lothamer of Fort. Wayne; and two 
brothers, Grover C. of Monroeville, 
and Orville R., Fort Wayne. 
_ Services are 1 p.m. today in Mar- 
quart & Jacobs Funeral Home, Mon- 
roeville, with burial in Monroeville 
Memorial Cemetery. Preferred me- 
- morials are gifts to Monroeville 
_ Emergency Medical Service or the 
_ donor’s choice. | 


~ 








Ervin J. Wiesjahn, 69,8 Seren 





ss with several auto agencies in 
© Fort Wayne, was a native of Hunt- 
ington: and served with the Army in 
the South Pacific during. World 
Warll. 

Surviving are his wife, Esther; and 
a sister, Leona Van Meter of Ossian. 

Graveside military services are 
Tuesday in the Veterans National 
Cemetery, Houston, with arrange- 
ments by the Metcalf Funeral 
Home, Conroe. 


Ralph W. Plasterer, 79, a native 
of Fort Wayne, died Sept. 18 in 
Punta Gorda, Fla. 










Mr. Wiesjahn, who had prets in. 


andon 


ETF WITTEN 


hair salon i in Washington, D.C., was 

a basketball star at South Side High 

School in the formative years of the 

school’s athletics program. 
Surviving are his wife, Evelyn; a 

son, Jack, of Davis, Calif.; and a sis- 

ter, Ruth Rettig of Fort Wayne. 
Services were in Florida. 


Clarence M. Lutz, 79, of 4040 
Avondale Drive, a retired employee 
of the old Pennsylvania Railroad, 
died Sunday in Lutheran Hospital. 

Mr. Lutz, a lifelong resident of 
Fort Wayne, was a member of Faith 
United Methodist Church and the 
Fort Wayne Senior Bowling League 
and had been a volunteer worker at 
the Fort Wayne Senior Center. 

His wife, Lillian, survives. A son, 
Richard, preceded him in death. 

Services are 1 p.m. Wednesday in 
Mungovan & Sons Memorial Chapel 
with calling from 2 to 5 and 7 to 9 
p.m. Tuesday. Mausoleum entomb- 


ment is in Greenlawn Memorial 
Park. 


Albert Allgeier, 92, also known 
by his religious name, Brother Ed- 
ward John FSC, died Sunday in 
Lansdale, Pa. 

‚ Brother Edward, born in Fort 
Wayne, worked at Lincoln National 
Bank before joining the Christian 
Brothers Order. He was bursar at its 
LaSalle College, Philadelphia, for 50 
years. 

_A sister, Sister M. Bernadette of 
t Calvary. Wis., surviv 
vi e e We € edne esa ay 
ollege wi buria 





in the 


Salle 
Christian Brothers Order Cemetery, 
Ammendale, Md. 


Albert N. Zuber, 90, a es 
builder-carpenter, died ‘Sunday in 
Lawton Nursing Home. 

Mr. Zuber, a member of Precious 
Blood Catholic Church, is survived 
by his wife, Agnes; two brothers, 
Bernard of Frostproof, Fla., and Leo 
of Fort Wayne; and a sister, Agnes 
Woehnker, Fort Wayne. 

Calling at Mungovan & Sons Me- 
morial Chapel will be from 2 to 5 and 
7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday. Services will be 
Wednesday, time to be announced. 





Mr. Plasterer, who lived in Arling- 
‚ton, Va., while operating a men’s 
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VARIANCE, ? 

New Haven, Indiana 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
‚Notice is hereby ce at a Public 
Hearing will be held for the review of 





Estates, Inc. in representation of 
Valley Creek Section Il, New Haven, 
Indiana, for a‘ ‘Variance” to the New 
Haven RON D No. 698, 
Section (s) A, (2) Side Yard 
requirements. Applicant is request- 
ing permission to construct duplexes 
wah a -0- foot lot line for a side yard 
so the owner can sell each half 
bese a 
Said Public Hearing will be held at 
City Hall 8:00 P.M. on October 19, 
1983. All interested persons wishing 
to be heard are invited to said public 
hearing. Said Public Hearing will be 
subject to adjournment. 
Earl Alder, 







Zoning Administrator |: 


10/3 
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NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 


ADMINISTRATION 
Estate No. E-83-505 

Inthe Allen Superior Court of Allen 
County, Indiana. 

Notice is hereby given that 
Dorothy M. Greider and Ship- 
shewana State Bank were on t 
26th day of September, 1983, 
oe De personal representatives 

estate of Clarence L. Greider, 
and authorized to administer said 
estate without Court supervision. 

All persons having claims against 
said estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the same in said Court within 
five (5) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice or said 
claims will be forever barred. 

Dated at Fort Wayne, Indiana, this 
28th day of September, 1983. 

Patricia Conrad 
Clerk, Allen Superior Court 
Gary D. Lebrato, 
Attorney for Estate 
10/3-10 
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NOTÉE TER ADMINISTRATION 


te No. E-83-506 
inthe Allen Superior Court of Allen 
County, Indiana. 

Notice is hereby given that James 
M. Barrett, Ill, was on the 26th day of 
September, ‘1983, appointed per- 
sonal representative of the estate of 
Joan F. Wheatley, deceased. 

All persons having claims against 
said estate, whether or not now ne 
must file the same in said Court within 
five (5) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice or said 
claims will be forever barred. 

Dated at Fort Wayne, Indiens, this 





. 28th day of September 


Attorney for Estate 
Barrett, Barrett & MeNagny 
10/3- 10 







: NOTICE OF SUIT 
IN ALLEN SUPERIOR COURT 
CAUSE NO. S-83-2657 
{ 
2 SS: 
COUNTY OF ALLEN à 


) 

WILLIE D: WILLIAMS, | 
Plaintiff ) 
) 


VS. 

LINCOLN NATIONAL 
BANK AND TRUST COM- 
PANY OF FORT WAYNE, 
ee TRUST BANK, 
MEDICAL & DENTAL 
BUSINESS BUREAU OF 
ALLEN COUNTY ,INC., 

GENERAL COLLECTIONS, 


CREDITBUREAU OF FORT 
WAYNE, INC., CHURE- 
ANN CORP. CHARLES 
“CHUCK” HARTER d/b/a 
MR. GARAGE OPENER, 
BOARD OF COMMISSION- 
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N CLASSIFIED DIAL 


ans DIAL 461-821 7 “SELL IT 


SELL IT Le CLAS 


gs 


Index 
CLASSIFIED HOURS 
Open Daily 8 AM—5 PM 
(except geh, 
Tuesday 8:30 AM—5 PM 
Closed Sat. and Sun. 


PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD 


ponse to 
your ad please take the time 
to make sure your ad is cor- 
rect in the first issue it runs. 
The Fort Wayne Newspapers, 
Inc. are only responsible for one 
incorrect day and liability shall 
not exceed the portion of space 
occupied by the error. If for 
some reason your ad is incorrect 
call us immediately to get it 
changed. All ads are be gore to 
proper classification and editing. 
ort Wayne Newspapers, Inc. 
shall not be held liable for adver- 
tisements omitted by error. Ad 
position other than classification 
is not guaranteed. 


461-8211 
“Marketplace of Northern Indiana“ 


COMMERCIAL 

Three line minimum. 
1 Day $4.05 
4 Days $11.04 
7 Days $17.07 À 
10 Days $21.60 


RE s with no copy change 

Each extra In: costs $1.35 
more for one day. $3.68 more 
for 4 days. $5. 7 for 7 days. 
$7.20 for 10 days. 


NON-COMMERCIAL 
Three line minimum. 
1 Day $3.15 
4 Das $9.84 
7 Days $15.12 
10 Days $19.50 
(consecutive) with no copy change 
Each extra line costs $1.05 
more for one day. $3.28 more 


for 4 days. $5.04 for 7 days. 
$6.50 for 10 days. 


DEADLINES 
MULTIPLE COLUMNS 


(not requiring proof) 
_ Must be in Composing Room by 
Day of insertion : Deadline 
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4:30 p. m. Friday 
All ads start in the morning paper. 
Ad Writers available to help Rn 
8:00 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

Closed Saturday and Sunday. 


PRE PAID ADS 

it is necessary that ads placed 

in the following Classifications 

be paid in advance. 

Moving or Leaving City; ne 
Ads; Situations Want 
Wanted to Rent; Wanted ® 
Borrow; Not Responsible Ads; 
Going Out of Business Ads, 
Political Ads, Mobile Ads, 
Schools and Instructions, Shared 
Housing and Hauling. 

Other limited situations require 

pre-payment. Call early so delay 

may be kept at a minimum. 
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RETIRED WIDOW 72 -Desires 
to meet an honest & sincere 
widower or bachelor A Fat 
for com ionship- ing & 
sharing. Please reply to 


Fle, 


EN SES Box 87. Inc, 
yne, | a 


2 
Wa ‘ 
Waren - aoe = Ar 
51+ to attend. = 
Philharmonic with attractive — 
raider ea comeanion. 
consider 
Reply: Ft. W 
PO "Bde as Mets 20674 Fr. 
Were IN 46801. 
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((A CLOWN-MAGIC SHOW) | 

Animal Balloons, A Rose & More; 
Surprise Visits; rn Etc. 
Fun For All Ages. 44 53. 


“SWEETCAKES. 


Ban” Keen En seu 
* Soin to ve ‚bringe 
happiness to a fr 
) 486-4681; re LEURS 
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A Belly Be seo 


Gai Ka ae “3488. 
A Beautiful 
THING OF VOD BALLOONS | 


¥ % 745-1092 Er 
** A REAL ann 
Balloons & a us 
Sent to 


a 
222-8784 € or "446-6191 


AAA ore 
* Presents The New * 


UMMIT - 


CITY BALLOONS 
Rates $7.77 & up. Musical 
messages. 447-3451 
A baby, anniversary, birthday 
Any Occasion Balloons 


7 days wk.--483-1391 _ 
_ A Balloon 
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Wishin SNA 49 32977 
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The others tease Fos please. = 





Alcoholics Anonymous 
BER Wa ste PO Box 11 
LANON-ALATEEN 4288721 


ALL SINGLES-AIl Ages. voces 
ipl ae 8 P.M. Ramada Inn, Ft. 
Wayne; no dues, casual, 


public: $4.00 (no minors). 


TTENTION LADIE 
JOHNNY ane 


* 445-842 tt 
BANKRUPTY 
DIVORCE 


included in practice 


423-3685 


Free Phone So ee 
to determine your n 


Attorney P. Stephen Miller 
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Doing him wrong, 
‚she did it right: 
Mae West knew 


she was unique 


By BILL COSFORD 
Of Knight-Ridder Newspapers 


“There'll never be another star 


like me.” 
— Mae West 


Probably not. In 1970, 35 years af- _ 


ter Mae West’s career peaked and 27 


years after her last film role, she 


starred in a movie called “Myra 
Breckinridge” with Raquel Welch, 
an occasion marked by the merciless 
upstaging of Welch as well as the ap- 
pearance, the night of the world pre- 
miere in New York, of 10,000 fans 
capering in the streets and calling 
for Mae (who was 78 at the time). 
‚She was neither a great actress nor 
a great beauty. She didn’t even make 


Maa Wane tn 1020. 12-2 
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John Carl’s Tobacco Shop was at Main and Calhoun. That's Carl in the doorway, 
 gellinga shoe shine. 








won this “cigar war,” 


DA gr 
igar War winner still alive and living en 


a 





The Celebrated Pony Cigar Factory operated by George Reiter was at Berry and 


Barr streets. 


By KEVIN LEININGER 
Of The News-Sentinel 

Selling stogies in Fort Wayne used to be 
a colorful business. 

Take these two cigar stores, for exam- 
ple, each photographed around 1890. At- 
tracting business in front of the Celebrated 
Pony Cigar Factory above is a rather dis- 
tinguished-looking, traditional cigar store 
wooden Indian. 

John Carl’s Tobacco Store on the left, 
did the Pony shop one better: Instead of 
placing an Indian in front of his shop, Carl 
enticed business with a large wooden Pun- 
chinello. Punchinellos are grotesque 
clowns first introduced in Italian puppet 
shows. 

Historians have neglected to tell us who 
but it seems likely 


the Punchinello, with its sly grin and 
upraised fist, somehow proved too tough a 
match for the feathered Indian. 

The Celebrated Pony Cigar Factory, 
you see, no longer exists. Located at the 
northwest corner of Berry and Barr streets 
when the picture was taken, it was oper- 


-ated by George Reiter, who was nicknamed 


“Pony” after the name of one of his brands 
of cigars. The shop eventually moved to 
1400 S. Calhoun St., but later faded from 
the scene. 

Carl’s store at Main and Calhoun, 
though, was more fortunate. The John Carl 
Tobacco Store — Punchinello and all — 
was later sold to new owners. 

The name of the store was changed to 
Riegel’s Pipe and Tobacco Store — a store 
still in business at 624 S. Calhoun St. 
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FR PEER 
support in Lafayette for the move, 
but one die-hard councilman voted 
* against the deal and defeated the 
measure. 

As recently as 1900, a Lafayette 
historian fumed that “history and 
tradition have consigned, or should 

+ consign, that councilman’s name to 
: oblivion, and there let it rest.” 

Bishop Luers sadly resigned him- 

‚self to making something out of 

Fort Wayne. 

He named Father Benoit as his 

(| Vicar General and commanded him 

to begin work on the creation of a 

cathedral. Benoit, who had long 

dreamed of such a church, 

_ promptly had the old, dilapidated 
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By FRANK T. CSONGOS 
| Of United Press International 
WASHINGTON — An estimated 
107 million Americans will take va- 
cation trips this summer and driving 
is by far the most popular mode of 
, travel, asurvey concludes. 
= The director of the U.S. Travel 
Data Center, a non-profit research 
organization, said at a news confer- 
ence Thursday vacationers will 
spend 1.8 billion nights away from 
home on trips in June, July and Au- 
: gust, up 4 percent over last year. 
___ “Vacation trips will still not reach 
their pre-recession peak this sum- 
_ mer, despite the strong economic re- 
covery,” said Douglas Frechtling. 
“But vacation nights away from 
; home will reach an all-time high.” 
The center’s forecast was based 














107 million Americans plan 
summer vacation travels 


upon, “interviews” with more than ” last year; the report said =" + +: 
En TEEN FR ES re ve Ki 


But Father Benoit’s importance 
went beyond his service to the 
church. When he died in January, 
1885, the Fort Wayne Sentinel la- 
mented that the city “had lost one 
of its founders, as well as one of its 
greatest and grandest citizens. 
When this city had no inviting 
prospects, Father Benoit was the 
nucleus about which the pioneers 
and substantial people gathered. 
He encouraged everyone to build 
up the city and led the work him- 
self by erecting the most magnifi- 
cent church edifice in the west.” 


Michael Hawfield is executive director of ® 
Allen County-Fort Wayne Historical So- 
ciety. 


4,000 adults. A trip is counted when 
a person travels 100 miles or more 
away from home. 

Other highlights of the survey: 

v Hotel-motel lodging will be 
used by 42 percent of the travelers 
while friends and relatives will put 
up 37 percent. The rest will use 
other methods. 

Y Ocean beach destinations are 
the most popular vacation spots, 
with cities a close second. 

v Three out of 10 Americans 
think Mexico is a travel bargain 
and one in five so views Canada. 
The Caribbean-Bermuda region 
comes in next with 17 percent, fol- 
lowed by Europe at 16 percent. 

American vacationers to foreign 
countries should exceed 8.3 million 
this summer, up 4 percent from 
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NOW FÜR AIKFAKE EFFELIIVE JULI 9 
Airfare $269 for Tue/Wed travel roundtrip 
Package prices per person, double occupancy 


ALLEN TRAVEL SERVICE 


DOWNTOWN 423-4414 
Corner Wayne & Lafayette 


482-4431 
Main Level, Near Hudsons 


























CRUISE THE MEDITERRANEAN 
with Host Mr. DON CHEVILLET 


_ (WAFX Radio) 
Escorted from Ft. Wayne — 
JULY 31st to AUGUST 13th 


from 467° per person 


DLB. OCC. 
Cruise the Mediterranean on the luxury ship, Ocean 
Princess, with its broad sun decks, pool, süperb 
continental cuisine, nightly entertainment, casino 
and fun, fun, fun... 


Stroll the streets of Rome, glide along Venice’s 
shimmering canals, swim, sun & shop Nice & Monte 
Carlo, explore ancient Dubrovnik Yugoslavia, have 
fun in a Greek taverna, visit the Italian Riviera, and 
the jet-set islands of Elba and Costa Smeralda. 
Come live the fantasy... 


Please Send FREE Brochure 
— and details on Mediterranean Cruise — — — . 


Warsaw Travel 
(219) 269-6771 


Elkhart Travel 
(219) 262-4451 
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CITYSCAPES PAST 


d hard to raise … 


gree, this international French support | : 
made possible the Cathedral of the Immac- — 
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The Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, facing South Calhoun Street between 
Lewis and Jefferson, is the oldest contin- 
uously occupied church in Fort Wayne 
and, as site of the episcopal throne and 
center of ecclesiastical authority for the 
Fort Wayne-South Bend diocese, it is also 
one of the most important churches in the 
city. 

A pastoral history? Not always. 

It’s hard to believe that its on-site pre- 

"decessor put its pastor deeply in debt and 
that its design caused a legendary Catholic 
priest to attack its belfry with a hatchet. 
And in 1859, the present cathedral’s cor- 
nerstone was laid by a bishop who’d been 
trying to get the episcopal seat moved to 
Lafayette — Bishop John 
Luers! 

The first Jesuit mis- 
sionaries probably visited 
the Three Rivers area 
from the time of the ear- 
liest fur traders, at the be- 
ginning of the 18th cen- 
tury, but no priest was 
given a permanent station 
here, and visits were very 
infrequent. 

The organization of 
Catholics began only in 
1830 with the arrival of 
Stephen Badin, the great- 
est of the missionary 
priests of the Old North- 
west Territory. 

He first contracted for 
some “glebeland” (a farm to support the 
parish) outside the town, a site that later 
became Sacred Heart Academy. In 1831, 
he then managed to purchase much of the 
present Cathedral Square for $100, but le- 
gal difficulties over the deed caused nu- 
merous delays in his plans to build a 





The Rev. Julian Benoit: 
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church. 

Meanwhile, Catholic services were held 
in the home of Francis Comparet, one of 
the founders of Fort Wayne and Allen 
County whose religious zeal had brought 
Father Badin to the Three Rivers in the 
first place. 

Comparet came to Fort Wayne in 1820, 
set up his fur-trading post, and eventually 
built a home on West Columbia Street be- 
tween Harrison and Calhoun. 


Mass: celebrated at home 
It was here that Father Badin regularly 
sang- Mass, and for the first time Fort 


Wayne Catholics had the beginnings of an 


organized congregation. The size of Com- 
paret’s home was such that one of his 
daughters remembered the dining room 
was large enough to hold as many as 100 
guests. : 

“We have four rooms in the basement,” 
she continued, “a cellar made of stone, the 
well right outside the house, beautifully 
framed in, a big porch 40 feet long on the 
back, (and) on the north side, two very 
pretty sitting rooms looking out on the ca- 
nal and river and onto a beautiful flower 
garden, with all kinds of fruit.” 

But this was only a 
temporary residence for 
the congregation. By 
1834, a somewhat dis- 
couraged Father Badin 
left Fort Wayne — still 
without a church and now 
without a priest. 

Later, the house was 
converted into the Ameri- 
can House hotel, and still 
later became the Rosema- 
rie Hotel (destroyed some 
years ago by fire). Today, 
Rosemarie’s Alley on The 
Landing stands on that 
site. 

Francis Comparet 
wrote to the newly cre- 
ated bishop of Vincennes, 
Simon Brute, to send a priest, but the 
bishop could not meet the request at that 
time. Apparently, the Catholic community 
under Comparet’s leadership took it upon 
themselves to build their church, for when 
Father Simon Lalumiere was touring the 
eastern part of the diocese in 1835, he 
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For 90 years, the red brick 
exterior ofthe “German 
Gothic” cathedral was 
sharply accented by white 
stone in the rose windows, 
sills, cornices and portals 
(left). But in 1948, the brick 
was covered by the stone 
facing that distinguishes 
the building today (right). 
The sides of the church are 
broken by 14 sharply 
arched stained-glass 
windows, each 28 feet high. 
The sanctuary atthe 
eastern end ofthe church 
holds a 36-foot-high 
illuminated window in 
which is portrayed the 
Immaculate Virgin 
surrounded by angels and 
numerous Christian 
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found a completed wooden church, about 
60-by-30-feet in size, dedicated to St. 
Mary. 

This was the first church building 
erected in Fort Wayne, but it must have 
been a ramshackle affair: It wasn’t fur- 
nished, and within two years a new church 
had to be built. 

In late 1837, only months after the con- 
struction of the First Presbyterian Church 
on Berry Street, a new frame church was 
dedicated to St. Augustine on the site of 
the later Cathedral. 

This new church was 
the project of the Rev. 
Louis Mueller, a German 
priest sent by Bishop 
Brute in 1836 to be Fort 
Wayne’s first resident , 
pastor. But in building 
this church, Father Muel- 
ler ran deeply into debt, 
and because of his per- 
sonality, he incurred the 
opposition of many of his 
parishioners, especially 
the Irish and French. The 
bishop decided to return 
the congregation to a 
French priest, so he sent 
the Rev. Julian Benoit in 
1840. 

Although Father Be- 
noit often pleaded, from the moment of his 
arrival in Indiana, to be allowed to return 
to his beloved France, he was to spend the 
next 45 years as faithful pastor and chief 
architect of Fort Wayne’s Catholic com- 
munity. 


A Frenchman’s frustrations 

Born in the village of Septmoncel in 
France’s Jura Mountains in 1808, Father 
Benoit was educated in French seminaries 
and was teaching in the city of Lyons when 
he answered, somewhat ruefully, Bishop 
Brute’s call for priests to help on the Indi- 
ana frontier. He soon cleared the debt on 
St. Augustine’s, finished its construction 
and established a ministry — not only for 
the 30 square miles around Fort Wayne, 
but all along the canal route as well. 

In order to raise funds for his parish, 
Father Benoit traveled twice to the sympa- 
thetic French community of New Orleans 
and twice to France itself. In no small de- 
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ulate Conception in later years. 


Benoit quickly purchased the remain- 


der of Cathedral Square, where he estab- 


lished a cemetery. By 1850, he had to move | 
the cemetery to a new site, which he se- 


cured along the St. Marys River, along 
Wall Street, where the Essex Wire Co. is 


today. At today’s cathederal, the chapel 
and burial site of Chief Richardville recall 


the old burial ground. — 
In 1846, Benoit opened the first Catho- 


cured the help of three 
Sisters of Providence 
from Vigo County, and he 
soon opened a boys 
school on the corner of 


streets, to be cared for by 
the Brothers of Holy 
: Cross (from Notre Dame). 


now 80 years old, made 


Wayne. He doubtless was 
proud of the accom- 
plishments of Benoit, but 
was not a man easily sat- 
isfied. A few days after his 
arrival, he was discovered 
— with a hatchet — high 
in the church cupola, knocking out the lat- 
ticework that surrounded the church bell. 
When Father Benoit protested, Badin 
yelled down, “Don’t you want your beil: 
heard? And if you do, why crib up the 
sound with these painted boards?” 

By 1848, the number of German Catho- 
lics had grown to the level where 30 fami- 
lies could begin their own, more “German” 
congregation apart from-Kather Benoit’s 
French-oriented St. Augustime’s. They 

ary S 


didn’t move far away, however. St: 

church was errected on the corner of Jef- 
ferson and Lafayette. Relations between 
the congregations remained close, and it 
was Father Benoit who led in the dedica- 
tion of the new church. 

Because population was booming 
throughout the Upper Midwest, the Cath- 
olics’ diocesan organization changed sev- 
eral times with the creation of new bishop- 
rics. Among these was the diocese of Fort 
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lic school, for which he se- — 


Clinton and Jefferson — 


his last visit to Fort | 
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In 1849, Father Badin, - 
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CATHEDRAL from 13S 
Wayne. = 

In 1855, at the First Provincial 
Council of Cincinnati, the newly 
appointed bishop of Vincennes, 
Maurice de St. Palais, pleaded with 
fellow prelates to petition the pope 
to allow the creation of a new di- 
| ocese for Northern Indiana. De St. 
Palais also recommended that Fort 
: Wayne be named the episcopal 
| city. 

On Sept. 22, 1857, the request 
* was honored and the diocese of 
4 Fort Wayne was established for the 
| 42 counties of Northern Indiana. 
‘ Within half a year, the pope named 
ithe Rev. John Henry Luers, 38, to 
À be the first bishop. 
; Luers was born in 1819 near 
Munster, Germany; his family mi- 
grated to America in 1833 and set- 
tled on a farm near Piqua, Ohio. At 
an early age, Luers became the pro- 
tege of the archbishop of Cincin- 
nati, was ordained priest in 1846 
and soon demonstrated skills as an 
administrator. ' 
’  Luers, evidently, was not terribly 
| fond of the Summit City. One of 
}his first actions as bishop was to 
try to change the episcopal seat to 
Lafayette, which he favored be- 
cause it had a more beautiful 
church and a better developed 
school. 

Bishop Luers picked out a site 
for his downtown Lafayette cathe- 
dral and offered the city council 
| there a deal whereby he’d buy half 
the lot if the city would donate the 
‚other half. There was considerable 
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‘Funds from France 
and from Louisiana 





St. Augustine’s moved to the east- 
ern end of the Square, where not 
long after, it was destroyed by fire. 
Father Benoit himself was the ar- 
chitect for the new cathedral, and 
he appointed a strong, well-heeled 
building committee for the task of 
raising funds. 

The cornerstone of the new 
building was laid by Bishop Luers 
in June 1859 at a grand ceremony 
led by Archbishop Purcell of Cin- 
cinnati. The funds for construction 
were raised through an aggressive 
subscription drive in all the pa- 
rishes of the diocese, and each 
member of the building committee 
personally donated one of the 
stained-glass windows. Benoit him- 
self made at least one trip to 
France and one to New Orleans to 
raise money. 

Within a year and a half, the 
church — the largest building in 
Fort Wayne at the time — was 
completed at a cost of $54,000. It 
was dedicated in December, 1860. 

Father Benoit continued to serve 


“as the congregation’s pastor until 


his health failed in 1884. He was 
given many honors as well, from his 
role as Vicar General of the Diocese 
to his investiture by Pope Leo XIII 
as Domestic Prelate (this gave him 
the honors of a bishop). He served 
his bishops, too. 

In 1861, he built the bishop’s res- 
idence from other funds he had 
raised, and frequently administered 
the diocese in the bishop’s absence 
or assisted him in provincial coun- 
cils. 
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— Leave any Tuesday/Wednesday 
— Hotel packages from ‘31 


JACKPOT JUNKET — $381 
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3 nights Aladdin deluxe (not on strike) 
Roundtrip airport /hotel transportation 
All taxes and baggage gratuities 
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The plastered walls of the nave in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception origi- 
nally were painted in neutral tints to enhance the ever-changing play of light. Seven 
columns form graceful Gothic arches. 
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Cruise Aboard Holland Amer- 
ica’s New Ocean Liner, The 
Nieuw Amsterdam. Celebrate 
Alaska’s 25th Anniversary of 
Statehood! 
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Funds from France 
and from Louisiana 


CATHEDRAL from 13S 
Wayne. 

In 1855, at the First Provincial 
Council of Cincinnati, the newly 
appointed bishop of Vincennes, 
Maurice de St. Palais, pleaded with 
| fellow prelates to petition the pope 
| to allow the creation of a new di- 
ocese for Northern Indiana. De St. 
Palais also recommended that Fort 
Wayne be named the episcopal 
city. 

On Sept. 22, 1857, the request 
was honored and the diocese of 
Fort Wayne was established for the 
42 counties. of Northern Indiana. 
Within half a year, the pope named 
the Rev. John Henry Luers, 38, to 
be the first bishop. 

Luers was born in 1819 near 
Munster, Germany; his family mi- 
grated to America in 1833 and set- 
tled on a farm near Piqua, Ohio. At 
an early age, Luers became the pro- 
tege of the archbishop of Cincin- 
nati, was ordained priest in 1846 
and soon demonstrated skills as an 
administrator. 

Luers, evidently, was not terribly 
fond of the Summit City. One of 
his first actions as bishop was to 
try to change the episcopal seat to 
Lafayette, which he favored be- 
cause it had a more beautiful 
church and a better developed 
school. 

Bishop Luers picked out a site 
for his downtown Lafayette cathe- 
dral and offered the city council 
there a deal whereby he’d buy half 
the lot if the ct, would donate the 
other half There was considerable 
support in Lafayette for the move, 
but one die-hard councilman voted 
against the deal and defeated the 
measure. 

As recently as 1900, a Lafayette 
historian fumed that “history and 
tradition have consigned, or should 
consign, that councilman’s name to 
oblivion, and there let it rest.” 

Bishop Luers sadly resigned him- 
self to making something out of 
Fort Wayne. 

He named Father Benoit as his 
Vicar General and commanded him 
to begin work on the creation of a 
cathedral. Benoit, who had long 
dreamed of such a church, 
promptly had the old, dilapidated 
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St. Augustine’s moved to the east- 
ern end of the Square, where not 
long after, it was destroyed by fire. 
Father Benoit himself was the ar- 
chitect for the new cathedral, and 
he appointed a strong, well-heeled 
building committee for the task of 
raising funds. 

The cornerstone of the new 
building was laid by Bishop Luers 
in June 1859 at a grand ceremony 
led by Archbishop Purcell of Cin- 
cinnati. The funds for construction 
were raised through an aggressive 
subscription drive in all the pa- 
rishes of the diocese, and each 
member of the building committee 
personally donated one of the 
stained-glass windows. Benoit him- 
self made at least one trip to 
France and one to New Orleans to 
raise money. 

Within a year and a half, the 
church — the largest building in 
Fort Wayne at the time — was 
completed at a cost of $54,000. It 
was dedicated in December, 1860. 

Father Benoit continued to serve 


‘as the congregation’s pastor until 


his health failed in 1884. He was 
given many honors as well, from his 
role as Vicar General of the Diocese 
to his investiture by Pope Leo XIII 
as Domestic Prelate (this gave him 
the honors of a bishop). He served 
his bishops, too. 

In 1861, he built the bishop’s res- 
idence from other funds he had 
raised, and frequently administered 
the diocese in the bishop’s absence 
or assisted him in provincial coun- 
cils. 

But Father Benoit’s importance 
went beyond his service to the 
church. When he died in January, 
1885, the Fort Wayne Sentinel la- 
mented that the city “had lost one 
of its founders, as well as one of its 
greatest and grandest citizens. 
When this city had no inviting 
prospects, Father Benoit was the 
nucleus about which the pioneers 
and substantial people gathered. 
He encouraged everyone to build 
up the city and led the work him- 
self by erecting the most magnifi- 
cent church edifice in the west.” 





Michael Hawfield is executive director of 
Allen County-Fort Wayne Historical So- 
ciety. 


107 million Americans plan 
summer vacation travels 


By FRANK T. CSONGOS 
Of United Press International 

WASHINGTON — An estimated 
107 million Americans will take va- 
cation trips this summer and driving 
is by far the most popular mode of 
travel, asurvey concludes. 

The director of the U.S. Travel 
Data Center, a non-profit research 
organization, said at a news confer- 
ence Thursday vacationers will 
spend 1.8 billion nights away from 
home on trips in June, July and Au- 
gust, up 4 percent over last year. 

“Vacation trips will still not reach 
their pre-recession peak this sum- 
mer, despite the strong economic re- 
covery,’ said Douglas Frechtling. 
“But vacation nights away from 
home will reach an all-time high.” 

The center’s forecast was based 
upon interviews’ with more” than 
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4,000 adults. A trip is counted when 
a person travels 100 miles or more 
away from home. 

Other highlights of the survey: 

vr Hotel-motel lodging will be 
used by 42 percent of the travelers 
while friends and relatives will put 
up 37 percent. The rest will use 
other methods. 

7 Ocean beach destinations are 
the most popular vacation spots, 
with cities a close second. : 

7 Three out of 10 Americans 
think Mexico is a travel bargain 
and one in five so views Canada. 
The Caribbean-Bermuda region 
comes in next with 17 percent, fol- 
lowed by Europe at 16 percent. 

American vacationers to foreign 
countries should exceed 8.2 million 
this summer, up 4 percent from 
last year, the report said: 


The plastered walls of the nave in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception origi- 
nally were painted in neutral tints to enhance the ever-changing play of light. Seven 


columns form graceful Gothic arches. 
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NOW FOR AIRFARE EFFECTIVE JULY 3 


Airfare $269 for Tue/Wed travel roundtrip 
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À DOWNTOWN 423-4414 
Corner Wayne & Lafayette 
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Main Level, Near Hudsons 


CRUISE THE MEDITERRANEAN 
with Host Mr. DON CHEVILLET 
(WAFX Radio) 
Escorted from Ft. Wayne 
JULY 31st to AUGUST 13th 


from +2467°° 


Cruise the Mediterranean on the luxury ship, Ocean 
Princess, with its broad sun decks, pool, superb 
continental cuisine, nightly entertainment, casino 
and fun, fun, fun... 


per person 
DLB. OCC. 


Stroll the streets of Rome, glide along Venice's 
shimmering canals, swim, sun & shop Nice & Monte 
Carlo, explore ancient Dubrovnik Yugoslavia, have 
fun in a Greek taverna, visit the Italian Riviera, and 


the jet-set islands of Elba and Costa Smeralda. 
Come live the fantasy... 









Please Send FREE Brochure 
— — and details on Mediterranean Cruise — — —. 


Warsaw Travel 
(219) 269-6771 


Elkhart Travel 
(219) 262-4451 
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5440 Coldwater Rd. 
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PH:(219) 484-0631 
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Westours Cruise/Tour 
AUGUST 8-21 


Featuring the Inside Passage 


Cruise Aboard Holland Amer- 
ica’s 


New Ocean Liner, The 
Nieuw Amsterdam. Celebrate 
Alaska’s 25th Anniversary of 
Statehood! 
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UPFRONT CITYSCAPES 


City’s first Catholic 
church fell to flames 


on Cathedral corner“ 


Second in a series on the Catholic Church 
in Fort Wayne. 

By DICK ISENHOUR 

Of The News-Sentinel x 

Although the Bible says the first will be 
last, the first Catholic church in the city, 
St. Augustine’s, did not survive long 
enough to be its last. It was destroyed by 
fire in 1859, at the age of 22. 

When recalling the birth of St. Augus- 
tine’s Church, the names of two priests en- 
ter the picture: the Rev. Stephen Badin 
and the Rev. Louis Mueller. 

Badin, Vicar General of the diocese of 
Bardstown, Ky., of which Fort Wayne was 
a part, made the first recorded visit by a 
priest to Fort Wayne in 1830. The follow- 
ing year, Badin, first priest ordained in the 
United States, decided Fort Wayne should 
have a church of its own. But prevailing ill- 
ness and mortality among many Catholics 
in the city — workers on the Wabash and 
Erie Canal — and the absence of a resident 
Ep for the city made his wish impossi- 

e. 

Local citizens were successful, however, 

in beginning the preliminary steps toward 


purchasing the land where the first church ’ 


would be built, a part of the corner where 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion now stands on Calhoun Street. 

À large portion of the property was pur- 
chased for $100, although it was not legally 
transferred until four years later. Samuel 
and Eliza Hanna, owners of the tract, 


deeded to the property to Francis Compa- 
ret in 1835, and he in turn deeded it to a 
committee comprised of himself, Francis 
D. LaSalle, John B. Bruno, Charles Hill- 
sworth and Michael Hedekin. They, then, 
turned the property over to the diocese. 

About this time, Mueller was appointed 
Fort Wayne’s first pastor, and he contin- 
ued the movement toward construction of 
St. Augustine’s. In 1837, the small frame 
structure was completed, funded in large 
part by the canal workers. 

_ Mueller stayed at the parish until 1840, 
when he was replaced by the Rev. Julian 
Benoit. In addition to his pastorate here, 
Benoit made regular visits to Lagro, Hunt- 
ington, Columbia City, Warsaw, Goshen, 
Avilla, New Haven. 

Throughout his tenure at St. Augus- 
tine’s, Father Benoit hoped for a cathedral 
to be built on the property. And, in 1859, 
St. Augustine’s. Church was actually 
moved to the east side of the square, and 
work was begun on the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception. Shortly thereaf- 
ter, St. Augustine’s was destroyed by fire, 
and the city’s first Catholic church became 
its first to go. 

Benoit, who served as architect for the 
cathedral, appointed a building committee 
charged with raising the more than $50,000 
needed for the building he envisioned. The 


committee was able to come up with only. 


$14,000, so Benoit traveled to New Or- 
leans, where he was able to secure more 


Street around the turn of the century. 


than $46,000 in contributions. 

On Trinity Sunday, June 19, 1859, the 
cornerstone for the cathedral was laid by 
Bishop Luers, with Archbishop John Bap- 
tist Purcell preaching the sermon. The 
service drew about 3,000 of the city’s 


‘10,000 residents. 


The first brick of the building — origi- 
nally, the building was all brick, trimmed 
with gray sandstone — was laid in July 
1859; the building was completed and ded- 
icated in 1860. 

The cathedral has survived the years 
and has seen many additions to the square, 
including the bishop’s home and Library 


Hall. In 1906, a crypt was built beneath the 





sanctuary where dignitaries from the di- 
ocese would be buried when they died. 

Of German Gothic design, the cathe- 
dral was 180 feet long and 80 feet wide, 
with twin towers flanking the main portal. 
Members of the building committee, in ad- 
dition to their fund-raising efforts, each 
donated one of the original stained-glass 
windows of the church. 

Inside the niajestic structure were 
placed frescoes of St. Augustine and St. 
Patrick, the only canonized saints of the 
Americas at that time. 

Benoit, whose flair for architecture ap- 
parently was matched only by his business 
savvy, died in 1885. 








For every taste, 
interest, a gift 


for all seasons 


By VICKI SANDERS 
Of Knight-Ridder Newspapers 

Imagine. It is within your power to present a 
gift that (a) will last all year despite daily use (b) 
is attractive to look at and handy to have, (c) few 
people can live without, (d) can be picked to 
match a friend’s interests, hobbies or tastes, (e) 
costs less than $10 and (f) is lightweight and easy 
to wrap. 

It’s so simple: give a calendar. 

The problem, however, comes in choosing 
among the scores of calendars crowding 
bookstore shelves. There are cat calendars (at 
least 12 for feline lovers and haters alike), and 
nature calendars (the Sierra Club alone publishes 
five and sells about 900,000 a year), and arts 
calendars (about Broadway, ballet and French 
Impressionists), and humorous calendars (with 
the antics of Ziggy, Piggy, Garfield et al.). 

There are exotic calendars (From This Planet 
Earth documents 20 years of space exploration) 
and erotic calendars (Miss Piggy and Christy 
Brinkley take it (almost) all off, and 
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Photos: Argil Shock/The News-Sentinel 
Calendars courtesy of Rainbows of Life Bookstore 


The Rainbow Calendar 1983 makes the favorite list. 


EB Construction, The Museum of Modern Art, 
$10. The museum has drawn on its considerable 
artistic resources to create an engagement 
calendar with all things structural as its theme. 


EB The Americana Calendar, by Charles 
Wysocki, Amcal Inc., $7.95. Vivid colors and 


from $4.95 for the Kids for Nature Yearbook to 
$7.95 for the Wilderness Engagement Calendar. 
For spectacular color photography of nature at 
its most resplendent, the Sierra Club maintains 
its niche as a leading image maker. 


EM The Himalayan Calendar, Golden Turtle 
ne Mots Innwann bounds among 
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| The stained glass windows in the cathedral depict stagesinthe 
life of Mary and have been described as 


99 


the western hemisphere. 
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One treasure in the Cathedral Museum is this small 


“the finest of their kind in 





sculpture, “The Flight into Egypt” by Antonio 


Borsato. 
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death in 1893. But his term was only seven 
years long. He died in 1900 after a year-long ill- 
ness. 

Herman Joseph Alerding, who published the 
first general history of the Catholic Church in 
Indiana while a priest of the Vincennes Di- 
ocese, then became bishop in Fort Wayne. It 





MUUIILAlly HANUITCADPEU, IAy-IUMUSUEY LU LEE SICK, 
youth ministry and ministry to divorced and 
separated Catholics. 


From its small start, the diocese has grown 
immensely. There are approximately 150,000 
Catholics, 400 priests, 25 deacons, 120 brothers 
and 900 sisters in the 89 parishes of the diocese. 





Above, the Cathedral as 
it looked circa 1860. 
The collection of 
artifacts (left) was used 
by Archbishop John 
Nollin the 1930s and 
40s.Shownarean 
elaborate stole, 
chalices, miter, crozier, 
and monstrance, 


Photos 
Mike Hanley 
The News-Sentinel 
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The interior ofthe Cathedralremains as majestic today as it did when it opened its doors late in 1860. 


By EMILYBORN 
Of The News-Sentinel 

When the Fort Wayne Diocese 
was created 125 years ago, there 
were only two Catholic churches in 
the city. One ofthem, a small, dilapi- 
dated frame building named St. Au- 
gustine’s, became the cathedral for 
the first bishop of the diocese, John 
Henry Luers. The structure was just 
35 by 65 feet with a few rough boards 
for benches. 

Now, as the since-renamed Fort 
Wayne-South Bend Diocese begins a 
celebration for its 125th birthday, 
the grand, Gothic-designed Cathe- 
dral of the Immaculate Conception, 
1122 S. Calhoun, is the base for the 
diocese. Built in 1860, it will be the 
site of a historical marker recogniz- 
ing it as the oldest church structure 
in continuous use in this area. The 
unveiling of the ake er at 10:30 a.m. 
Sept. 26, is just one of mr cele- 
brations the vari es j 
diocese are hold 
special birthd day 
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Indiana 
17,431 square miles. This area was 
later divided between the Fort 
Wayne Diocese, the Lafayette Di- 
ocese, and the Gary Diocese. 
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Catholicism has been present in 
Fort Wayne since 1611, when 
French missionaries worked among 
the Miami Indians. The religion con- 
tinued to grow as the Old Fort 
thrived. By the 1760’s, there were 10 
Catholic families in Fort Wayne. By 
1830, 100 Catholic families resided 
here. Father Stephen Badin, who 
founded the first church of the Fort 
Wayne-South Bend diocese near 
Notre Dame University, and per- 
formed the first baptism in this city, 
purchased the land for Fort Wayne’s 
first Catholic parish from Samuel 
and Eliza Hanna for $100. 


Formerly, the land had been a 
burial ground for the Miami Indians. 
In fact, Miami Chief Richardville is 
still buried under Cathedral Square 
although many of the other graves 
have been moved. 

Because of financial problems, 
cons en of a RS ra struc- 
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terward, the building was destroyed 
in a fire. Benoit designed the pre- 
sent-day cathedral as a Gothic struc- 
ture, 180 feet long and 80 feet wide, 
with twin towers in the facade flank- 
ing the main portal. It was com- 
pleted in December, 1860. 

Building such a stately building in 
a less-than-wealthy Catholic com- 
munity raised some questions. The 
church cost $54,000 to build but 
most of the money was collected by 
Father Benoit in his travels. He 
went as far as New Orleans on two 
separate occasions to solicit dona- 
tions, and also donated a part of his 
own savings. 

The church is built on the site of 
the old St. Augustine’s, and since its 
opening has gone through many ren- 
ovations and remodelings. For in- 
stance, in 1896, the church’s magnif- 
icent stained glass windows, 
de ep IELINE various oevents in the life of 
were installed 
th 1e Rev. Msgr. 
They were 
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The chi rch interior walls were 
repainted and frescoed and a new 
pulpit was installed during a two- 


Turn to CAT THEDRAL page 2P 














News and features 
about religion in Fort 
Wayne, the nation and 
around the world. 


Diocese: 125 years of growth, change 


Bernardin homilist 
at coliseum mass 


By EMILY BORN 
Of The News-Sentinel 

As the Fort Wayne-South Bend Catholic Di- 
ocese celebrates its birthday for the 125th time, 
among the participants will be the newly in- 
stalled head of the Catholic Archdiocese of Chi- 
cago, Archbishop Joseph L. Bernardin. 





See related story and photos on page 2P. 





Bernardin will be homilist for the Anniver- 
sary Mass of Thanksgiving at 3 p.m., Sept. 26, at 
the Memorial Coliseum. Ten thousand Catho- 
lics are expected to attend. 


Bernardin, a 54-year-old native of Colum- 
bia, S.C., and the son of Italian immigrants, was 
named to succeed the late John Cardinal Cody 
as head of the Chicago Archdiocese July 10 and 
installed Aug. 25. 


Noted for his open manner of leadership, the 
archbishop headed the Archdiocese of Cincin- 
nati for 10 years. Bishop William McManus, 
head of the local diocese, invited Bernardin to 
deliver the anniversary mass when both at- 
tended Cody’ funeral. 


Regarded as _ modern, with excellent lead- 
ership capabilities, he has been lauded by Pope 
John Paul IT as a “bishop who understands how 
to build a solid community of faith as God’s gift 
— a bishop who combines deep priestly sense 
with prudence of devotion and zeal to spread 
the gospel with greatest human sensitivity.” 


In 1974, he was elected president of the Na- 
tional Conference of Catholic Bishops, at 46, the 
youngest ever to be elected. 








Diocese celebrates 


SEPT. 25 and 26: 


Bi The Cathedral of the Immaculate Con- 
ception will be open Sept. 25, 8:30 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and Sept. 26, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


Ei Guided. tours, Sept. 25,1 to 4 p.m., 
and Sept. 26, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


EB Cathedral Museum in the Cathedral 
Center, open Sept. 25 from 1 to 4 p.m., 
and Sept. 26, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


EB Also in the Cathedral Center, a slide 
presentation of the history of the 
ocese, Durkin Room, during museum 
L 

hours. 








& 10:30 a.m. to at 
the Cathedral o Con- 
eption ORIQUIe fa 
historical marker : 

1:30 p.m. — lass at 
Memorial Coliseum, featuring ‘sin gers, 
dancers and choirs from Fort Wayne a nd 


South Bend. 


3 p.m. — Anniversary Mass of 
Thi an ıksgiving, Memorial Coliseum, fea- 

turing Archbishop Joseph L. Bernardin 
as homilist. 















Cathedral changed most under. 
‘Rebuilder of the Cathedral’ 





CATHEDRAL from 1P 
year period from 1925 to 1927. The baptistry was 
refurnished, a new terrazzo floor was laid and 
new pews and chandeleirs were added. A new or- 
gan and carillon were added in 1929. Two crafts- 
men from Oberammergau, Germany, an interna- 
tionally known woodcarvers center, were 
assigned to handcarve a new main altar, side al- 
tars, reredos, sedilia and bishop’s throne. The 
bishop’s throne was installed for Bishop John 
Noll’s 10th anniversary in 1935. 

The original altar stone, which missionary 
priests used when they visited Fort Wayne in 
the early 1800s, was cemented into the side of 
the main altar in 1932 and a bronze tablet at its 
side explains its history. The exterior of the 
church was refaced with Indiana limestone and 
Wisconsin lannonstone in 1949-50 to coordinate 
with the additions to Cathedral Square, the 
MacDougal Memorial Chapel on the Square’s 
southwest corner and the Diocesan Chancery 
on the northwest corner. 

During this refacing, the flamboyant Gothic 
architectural style was altered somewhat to a 
more streamlined German Gothic style. 

The cathedral is not just an ornamentation, 
but also a place of worship, and a site of rich 
history. Four of the diocesan bishops and three 
rectors are buried in the crypt, located under 
the sanctuary. 

There have been seven bishops in the history 
of the diocese. Bishop John Henry Luers, the 
first, was consecrated in January, 1858. Luers, 
German- born, was known to travel his diocese on 
horseback and by foot. He also traveled to Eu- 
rope in search of priests and students for pries- 
thood because pastors here were so scarce. Luers 
died in 1871 and in 1872, Joseph Dwenger be- 
came bishop. 

Dwenger is best known as a strong sup- 
porter of a Catholic school system and orga- 
nizer of the first school board among this coun- 
try’s Catholic dioceses. 

Joseph Rademacher became the third 


? 


bishop of the diocese after Bishop Dwenger’s 


was during Alerding’s term that the diocese cel- 
ebrated its 50th anniversary. For the occasion, 
he published a history of the diocese. 

The Catholic population of the diocese 
doubled in size while Alerding was Bishop. He 
died in 1924 after the car he was riding i in was 
struck by a trolley. 

The following year, Fort Wayne-born John 
Noll became the fifth bishop of the diocese. It 
was Noll who founded Our Sunday Visitor in 
1912 and later the Acolyte magazine (later re- 


named the Priest), and Family Digest. Noll also 


built St. Vincent’s Villa in 1932, and provided 
money to educate poor boys who wanted to be- 
come priests. 

He also started Catholic Charities for child 
placing and family relief, the Council of Catho- 
lic Women, the Legion of Decency, and was the 
first chairman of the National Organization for 
Decent Literature. In 1941, he authored the 
second volume of the History of the Diocese. 

In 1944, the southern part of the diocese be- 
came the new Lafayette Diocese. MacDougall 
Memorial Chapel was built in 1950, and in 
1953, Pope Pius XII named Noll personal arch- 
bishop. 

In 1950, Leo Pursley became coadjutor 
bishop to Noll, meaning he had the right of 
succession. Pursley became bishop in 1957, af- 
ter Noll died in 1956. 

The diocese of Gary, made up of four coun- 
ties in northwestern Indiana, was formed at 
this time. The area (14 counties) was then set, 
but it wasn’t until 1960 that the diocese was re- 


. named Fort Wayne-South Bend, to recognize 


the importance of South Bend. 
Under Pursley, Bishop Luers and Bishop 
Dwenger High Schools were established. 


He retired in 1976 and now writes articles, 
gives retreats and administers the sacrament of 
Confirmation. 


William McManus is the current bishop of 
the diocese. He addresses the issues of today — 
such as abortion, religious education for the 
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CATHEDRAL from 1P 
year period from 1925 to 1927. The baptistry was 
refurnished, a new terrazzo floor was laid and 
new pews and chandeleirs were added. A new or- 
gan and carillon were added in 1929. Two crafts- 
men from Oberammergau, Germany, an interna- 
tionally known woodcarvers center, were 
assigned to handcarve a new main altar, side al- 
tars, reredos, sedilia and bishop’s throne. The 


Noll’s 10th anniversary in 1935. 

The original altar stone, which missionary 
priests used when they visited Fort Wayne in 
the early 1800s, was cemented into the side of 
the main altar in 1932 and a bronze tablet at its 
side explains its history. The exterior of the 
church was refaced with Indiana limestone and 
Wisconsin lannonstone in 1949-50 to coordinate 
with the additions to Cathedral Square, the 
MacDougal Memorial Chapel on the Square’s 
southwest corner and the Diocesan Chancery 
on the northwest corner. 

During this refacing, the flamboyant Gothic 
architectural style was altered somewhat to a 
more streamlined German Gothic style. 

The cathedral is not just an ornamentation, 
but also a place of worship, and a site of rich 
history. Four of the diocesan bishops and three 
rectors are buried in the crypt, located under 
the sanctuary. 

There have been seven bishops in the history 
of the diocese. Bishop John Henry Luers, the 
first, was consecrated in January, 1858. Luers, 
German-born, was known to travel his diocese on 
horseback and by foot. He also traveled to Eu- 
rope in search of priests and students for pries- 
thood because pastors here were so scarce. Luers 
died in 1871 and in 1872, Joseph Dwenger be- 
came bishop. r : 

Dwenger is best known as a strong sup- 
porter of a Catholic school system and orga- 
nizer of the first school board among this coun- 
try’s Catholic dioceses. 

Joseph Rademacher became the third 
bishop of the diocese after Bishop Dwenger’s 
death in 1893. But his term was oniy seven 
years long. He died in 1900 after a year-long ill- 
ness. 

Herman Joseph Alerding, who published the 
first general history of the Catholic Church in 
Indiana while a priest of the Vincennes Di- 
ocese, then became bishop in Fort Wayne. It 






he stained glass windows in the cathedral depict stagesinthe 
life of Mary and have been described as “the finest oftheir kindin 
the western hemisphere.” 


One treasure in the Cathedral Museum is this na 
sculpture, “The Flight into Egypt” by Antonio 
Borsato. 


bishop’s throne was installed for Bishop John 






athedral changed most under 


‘Rebuilder of the Cathedral’ 


was during Alerding’s term that the diocese cel- 
ebrated its 50th anniversary. For the occasion, 
he published a history of the diocese. 

The Catholic population of the diocese 
doubled in size while Alerding was Bishop. He 
died in 1924 after the car he was riding in was 
struck by a trolley. 

The following year, Fort Wayne-born John 
Noll became the fifth bishop of the diocese. It 
was Noll who founded Our Sunday Visitor in 
1912 and later the Acolyte magazine (later re- 
named the Priest), and Family Digest. Noll also 
built St. Vincent’s Villa in 1932, and provided 
money to educate poor boys who wanted to be- 
come priests. 

He also started Catholic Charities for child 
placing and family relief, the Council of Catho- 
lic Women, the Legion of Decency, and was the 
first chairman of the National Organization for 
Decent Literature. In 1941, he authored the 
second volume of the History of the Diocese. 

In 1944, the southern part of the diocese be- 
came the new Lafayette Diocese. MacDougall 
Memorial Chapel was built in 1950, and in 
1953, Pope Pius XII named Noll personal arch- 
bishop. 

In 1950, Leo Pursley became coadjutor 
bishop to Noll, meaning he had the right of 
succession. Pursley became bishop in 1957, af- 
ter Noll died in 1956. 

The diocese of Gary, made up of four coun- 
ties in northwestern Indiana, was formed at 
this time. The area (14 counties) was then set, 
but it wasn’t until 1960 that the diocese was re- 


- named Fort Wayne-South Bend, to recognize 


the importance of South Bend. 


Under Pursley, Bishop Luers and Bishop 
Dwenger High Schools were established. 


_ He retired in 1976 and now writes articles, 
gives retreats and administers the sacrament of 
Confirmation. 


William McManus is the current bishop of 
the diocese. He addresses the issues of today — 
such as abortion, religious education for the 
mentally handicapped, lay ministry to the Sick, 
youth ministry and ministry to divorced and 
separated Catholics. 


From its small start, the diocese has grown 
immensely. There are approximately 150,000 
Catholics, 400 priests, 25 deacons, 120 brothers 
and 900 sisters in the 89 parishes of the diocese. 





Above, the Cathedral as 
it looked circa 1860. 
The collection of 
artifacts (left) was used 
by Archbishop John 
Nollin the 1930s and 
40s. Shown are an 
elaborate stole, 
chalices, miter, crozier, 
and monstrance, 


Photos 
Mike Hanley 
The News-Sentinel] 
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The Cathedral ofthe Immaculate Conception asit looked today, left, and in 1889. 


Cityscapes: Church of churches 


The most visible church in 
this “city of churches” is the Ca- 
thedral of the Immaculate Con- 


ception, which has experienced - 


its share of architectural transfi- 
gurations since it was dedicated 
in 1860. 

To look at these two pictures 
closely, you’d almost think there 
have been two different cathe- 
drals. One photograph shows a 
brick church built in an ornate 
French Gothic style, a large 
stained-glass window gracing 
the front wall. The other shows 
a church built of bright Wiscon- 
sin Lannonstone, its style the 
more streamlined German 
Gothic. The window has. been 
replaced by a statue of the Vir- 
gin Mary. 

The Cathedral — the first of 


Fort Wayne’s Catholic churches 


— was designed by Father Ju- 
lian Benoit, a Frenchman who 
came to Fort Wayne in 1840. 
The first brick was laid on July 
10, 1859. Fifteen months and 
$54,000 later, the Cathedral was 
completed. 

On Dec. 15, 1860, The Fort 


Wayne Sentinel reported that 
“The Catholics of this city have 
reason to congratulate them- 
selves upon having such a fine 
structure as a place of worship, 
in which the ceremonies of their 
church may be performed with 
the impressive solemnity that 
attracts even those who do not 
attach the same importance on 
them Catholics do.” 

Even though the reporting 
was a little slanted, you couldn’t 
argue with the paper’s conclu- 
sion: the new Cathedral was a 
“beautiful monument to orna- 
ment the city.” 

About $50,000 worth of re- 
modeling was done in 1897, and 
during the 11-year tenure of 
Monsignor John R. Quinlan 
(1910-1921), the original brick 
exterior, which had started to 
corrode, was replaced with an 
imitation rock face of molded 
cement. By the late 1940s, 
though, this “sham-rock” as it 
was sometimes called began to 
fall off and constituted a hazard 
to the public health. 

To correct that problem and 


JANUARY 16, 1982 


to harmonize the Cathedral 
with the new MacDougal 
Chapel going up in Cathedral 
Square, Monsignor John Dapp 
began the renovation project 
which gave the church the face 
it wears today. Between 1949 
and 1950, huge wooden scaffolds 
obscured the old Cathedral, as 
most of the old cement covering 
was removed and replaced with 
2,000 tons of stone from Wis- 
consin and Indiana quarries. 

The stone was anchored to 
the original bricks and was built 
on its own foundation. The 
stone refacing cost $256,649 in 
1950 but would cost an esti- 
mated $1.3 million today. 

The Cathedral’s twin spires 
— its most unique feature — 
were also altered. But despite all 
the changes over the years, the 
spires — and the Cathedral it- 
self — remain a recognizable 
landmark in a downtown which 
is constantly changing. = 

— Kevin Leininger 
Kevin Leininger is a News-Sen- 
tinel general-assignment re- 
porter. 
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A WILLIAM FRIEDKIN FILM A STEVE TISCH-JON AVNET PRODUCTION 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH BUD YORKIN PRODUCTIONS “DEAL OF THE CENTURY” 


WALLACE SHAWN RICHARD LIBERTINI and VINCE EDWARDS 
Music by ARTHUR B. RUBINSTEIN 
Executive Producers JON AVNET, STEVE TISCH, PAUL BRICKMAN 
Produced by BUD YORKIN Written by PAUL BRICKMAN 
£ Directed by WILLIAM FRIEDKIN HE de 


A WARNER COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY 
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Centlivre 


Not all the Frenchmen who 
helped build Fort Wayne belonged 
to the ancient time of trappers, voy- 
ageurs and Indian wars. Grandly 
perched atop Hall’s Gas House Res- 
taurant, 305 E. Superior St., a tri- 
umphant foot planted squarely on a 
beer keg, is a statue of Charles Louis 
Centlivre, a 19th Century brewer 
from the Rhineland country of east- 
ern France. 


Although C.L. Centlivre had little 
to do with the site where his statue 
now stands, he is looking north, up 
Spy Run Avenue, toward the place 
where his brewery and Centlivre 
Park were once centers of Fort 
Wayne recreation, circus festivities, 
horse racing and family outings. 


For more than a century, the 
Centlivre Brewery — today the mas- 
sive, hauntingly empty hulk at the 
sharp curve where Spy Run turns 
away from Clinton Street — was one 
of the proudest industries in Fort 
Wayne. Also, it was the longest 
lived. 

Next to Spy Run Creek, not far to 
the west of the brewery, the early 
profits of the beer company made 
possible the development of Cent- 
livre Park. Here some of the finest 
horse racing in the Midwest had a 
home. Later, the park was the stag- 
ing area for some of the great cir- 
cuses of the world, as well as track 
meets for the runners of Central 


Artist’s drawing of the C.L. Centlivre Brewery complex on Spy Run Avenue, circa 189 











respected industrial pioneer 





High School. Today, the last ves- 


tiges of all this are limited to the Spy 
Run Creek greenway, which was 
given to the city by the Centlivre 
family in 1961. The name itself is 
carried on the apartment complex 
known as Centlivre Village, at 2903 
Westbrook Drive. 

Charles Centlivre, the founder of 
the brewery, was born in the French 
province of Alsace on Sept. 27, 1827, 
and raised to become a master in the 
cooper’s or barrel-maker’s trade. He 
came to New Orleans in 1841 at the 
age of 14, but left soon afterward be- 
cause of an especially savage out- 
break of cholera. Returning to 
America by 1850, Centlivre eventu- 
ally made his way to the bustling 
frontier post of Davenport, Iowa. 
There he opened a small brewery 
that he operated for nearly a decade. 

Anxious to become part of a larger 
market, Centlivre considered mov- 
ing to Chicago, but was attracted to 
Fort Wayne in 1862 by the enthusi- 


astic letter of a friend who promised 
the city would one day become the 
largest inland metropolis in North 
America and would surely surpass 
the growth of Chicago. 

In partnership with his brother 
Frank, Centlivre opened a small 
frame operation he called “The 
French Brewery” on the St. Joseph 
River, and in its first year managed a 
healthy start by producing more 
than 500 barrels of beer. 

Centlivre was especially fortunate 
in attracting a master brewer named 
Peter Nussbaum, who came from 
Chicago after the great fire of 1871. 
The beer’s reputation began to soar, 
and in 20 years the Centlivre Brew- 
ery was known as one of the major 
breweries in the midwest. 

Centlivre chose the location for 
his business carefully, for it is at this 
point that the river, the old feeder 
canal, and Spy Run Creek came clos- 
est together. There, the Centlivre 
operation could take advantage of 
both river and canal transportation, 
which were especially important for 
moving the great weights and bulk of 
grain and barrels of beer. But also 
important in this age before me- 
chanical refrigeration, there was ac- 
cess to the natural winter ice of Spy 
Run Creek. Each winter the great ice 
house of the brewery would be 
stocked to the rafters with thick 
blocks of ice cut from the creek in or- 
der to carry production through the 


summer. 

Because of the need for Spy Run 
ice, the Centlivre family, which now 
included Charles’ sons, Louis and 
Charles F., bought 28 acres of land 
west ofthe creek in 1871 and in 1874. 
This was the area south of today’s 
Vesey Park and north of State 
Boulevard, and it was here that 
Centlivre Park was developed. 


It was the sons, Charles F. and 
Louis, who made Centlivre Park. 
They saw clearly the promotional 
benefits of exciting recreational ac- 
tivities associated with the brewery 
operation. At first the park was used 
for family outings where, as in the 
old country, the beer flowed easily 
and the weekend air was filled with 
the smell of grilled bratwurst and 
the sounds of children at play. Large 
groups came, too. One of the most 
notable, for instance, was the na- 
tional convention of German singing 
societies. 


Besides this, the Centlivres also 
sponsored boat races along the 
brewery front on the St. Joseph 
River. Louis Centlivre regularly cap- 
tained a small steam excursion boat 
called “Amelia” (trips were 25 cents 
a head), and the company main- 
tained a fleet of nearly 100 small row 
boats which could be rented for $1 a 
day (and, of course, a good stock of 
beer was always for sale — by the 
en Se 
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News-Sentinel File Photo 
This statue of Charles Louis Centlivre, 
which once stood atop the Centlivre 
Brewery on Spy Run Avenue, now isa 
fixture at Hall’s Gas House Restaurant, 
305 E. Superior St. 





barrel or by the bottle). BRICK From 3S 


In 1889, a great fire destroyed the old 
frame brewery and most of the service 
buildings along the river. Even the fleet 
of boats was consumed. 


Over the next two years, a sprawling 
brick factory was raised in place of the 
old works, a massive symbol of Centlivre 
success. Larger still was the later plant 
addition, which today is the only remain- 
ing building. But even more prominent 
were the varieties of Centlivre beers that 
were sold in saloons throughout the Mid- 
west under such brand names as the 
Centlivre Special, the Nickel Plate Spe- 
cial, Alps Brau, Old Reliable, Muen- 
chener Export and the Centlivre Tonic. 


To the west of the brewery, in Cent- 
livre Park, the brothers Charles and 
Louis had developed a horse racing track 
and their own company, the Spy Run 
Stock Farm for trotters and pacers. At 
one time, in the 1890s, they had a stable 
of 65 horses, which included racers that 
competed all over the nation. The best of 
their horses was the black stallion Atlan- 
tic King, a winner of numerous titles in 
the national Grand Circuit and sire to 
several other winners. 


In 1930, these stable facilities became 
the site of Jack Edwards’ Riding Aca- 
demy, and it was here the Fort Wayne 
Charity Horse Show originated. 


By the turn of the century, the Cent- 
livres regularly sponsored winter horse 
and sleigh races on the St. Joseph River 
when the ice was solid. In the summer, 
river sport was reduced to tin washtub 
races that seem to have had much of the 
flair of today’s great raft race during the 
Three Rivers Festival. 


Best known throughout town, how- 


MICHAEL 
KEATON 
TERI GARR 





ever, were the magnificent teams of draft 
horses that hauled the beer wagons. The 
company had 28 horses in all, but one es- 
pecially fine team of black horses was re- 
served for downtown. It was said this 
team knew its delivery route so well that 
as soon as the driver emerged from one 
saloon the horses would set out for and 
stop at the next delivery without a word 
of direction. 

In 1889, in order to promote the park 
(and the beer), the company built the 
Centlivre Street Railway Co., extending 
a horse-drawn trolley line from Calhoun 
and Superior streets to the brewery on 
Spy Run Avenue. The line later became 
part of the city’s main streetcar opera- 
tion, the Fort Wayne Traction Co. 

After 1900, the horse racing oval at 
Centlivre Park was converted for use of 
automobiles. Maxwells and Duesenbergs 
roared around the dirt track throughout 
te summer months raising great clouds 
of dust. In between the car races, motor- 
cycles called Flying Merckels and Har- 
ley-Davidsons challenged each other. 

One special auto race in 1922 was held 
to celebrate the attempt by the Better 
Sports Association of Fort Wayne to 
eliminate the track dust. It drew a dozen 
drivers and hundreds of spectators for a 
25-mile contest that ended with Fort 
Wayne racer Ralph Ormsby winning in a 
Fronty-Ford in little more than half an 
hour, having reached speeds of nearly 50 
miles per hour. 

But the most popular of all the events 
at Centlivre Park was the circus. Be- 
tween 1919 and 1954, 53 circuses set 
their great tents there. Among them 
were the biggest in the world: Cole 
Brothers, Clyde Beatty, Ringling Broth- 
ers and Barnum and Bailey, as well as 
the smaller Tom Mix Circus, the Miller 
Brothers and the D.D. Murphy Shows. 


'| In his mind, he has the power to see the future. 
In his hands, he has the power to change it. 





For years, Spy Run Avenue was known 
as the “Avenue of the Circuses.” Circus 
trains would arrive at the Pennsylvania 
Railroad station downtown and form a 
great parade on Calhoun Street, making 
up one of the best free shows in town. 
Many still recall the strings of elephants 
and camels, the wild animal carriages, 
troops of clowns, spectacularly dressed 
acrobats and the sparks that flew from 
the heavily shod feet of the grand circus 
horses. The parade would make its way 
up Calhoun, then turn east on Superior 
to Lafayette and cross the bridge to Spy 
Run Avenue, finally to end at Centlivre 
Park. There, the tents were raised and 
for a brief time housed such wonderful 
acts as “The Toreador of the Tight 
Wire,” the Flying Wallendas, Unis the 
acrobat, Gargantua the Great (a 550- 
pound gorilla) and the brilliant clown 
Emmett Kelly. 


After 1954, the park activities on this 
grand scale ended. Families only used 
the area, and for many it was a welcome 
return to a pleasantly quiet time. In 
1961, a group of developers purchased 
the property and built the Centlivre Vil- 
lage Apartments. Today, its main park- 
ing lot marks the spot where once was 
the race track infield or where the “Big 
Top” was raised. 


The brewery was rejuvenated after the 
repeal of prohibition in 1933, and in 1961 
it became the only employee-owned 
brewery in the United States. By this 
time, however, the company had become 
part of a large conglomerate and had had 
its name changed to the Old Crown 
Brewing Corp. A decade later, the oldest 
brewery in Indiana, after 110 years of 
business, closed its doors. 





Michael Hawfield is executive director of the. 
Historical Museum, 302 E. Berry St. | 








BARGAIN MATINEES 
SAT. & SUN. 2.00 — 


FE 
LAPS Top 





Brick Tac Oly 





which once stood atop the Centlivre 


Brewery on Spy Run Avenue, now is a 
fixture at Hall’s Gas House Restaurant, 


305 E. Superior St. 
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This statue of Charles Louis Centlivre, 













VNET PRODUCTION 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH BUD YORKIN PRODUCTIONS “DEAL OF THE CENTURY” 
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barrel or by the bottle). 


In 1889, a great fire destroyed the old 
frame brewery and most of the service 
buildings along the river. Even the fleet 
of boats was consumed. 


Over the next two years, a sprawling 
brick factory was raised in place of the 
old works, a massive symbol of Centlivre 
success. Larger still was the later plant 
addition, which today is the only remain- 
ing building. But even more prominent 
were the varieties of Centlivre beers that 
were sold in saloons throughout the Mid- 
west under such brand names as the 
Centlivre Special, the Nickel Plate Spe- 
cial, Alps Brau, Old Reliable, Muen- 
chener Export and the Centlivre Tonic. 





BRICK From 35 


To the west of the brewery, in Cent- 
livre Park, the brothers Charles and 
Louis had developed a horse racing track 
and their own company, the Spy Run 
Stock Farm for trotters and pacers. At 
one time, in the 1890s, they had a stable 
of 65 horses, which included racers that 
competed all over the nation. The best of 
their horses was the black stallion Atlan- 
tic King, a winner of numerous titles in 
the national Grand Circuit and sire to 
several other winners. 


In 1930, these stable facilities became 
the site of Jack Edwards’ Riding Aca- 
demy, and it was here the Fort Wayne 
Charity Horse Show originated. 


By the turn of the century, the Cent- 
livres regularly sponsored winter horse 
and sleigh races on the St. Joseph River 
when the ice was solid. In the summer, 
river sport was reduced to tin washtub 
races that seem to have had much of the 
flair of today’s great raft race during the 
Three Rivers Festival. 
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Best known throughout town, how- 
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ever, were the magnificent teams of draft 
horses that hauled the beer wagons. The 
company had 28 horses in all, but one es- 
pecially fine team of black horses was re- 
served for downtown. It was said this 
team knew its delivery route so well that 
as soon as the driver emerged from one 
saloon the horses would set out for and 
stop at the next delivery without a word 
of direction. 

In 1889, in order to promote the park 
(and the beer), the company built the 
Centlivre Street Railway Co., extending 
a horse-drawn trolley line from Calhoun 
and Superior streets to the brewery on 
Spy Run Avenue. The line later became 
part of the city’s main streetcar opera- 
tion, the Fort Wayne Traction Co. 

After 1900, the horse racing oval at 
Centlivre Park was converted for use of 
automobiles. Maxwells and Duesenbergs 
roared around the dirt track throughout 
te summer months raising great clouds 
of dust. In between the car races, motor- 
cycles called Flying Merckels and Har- 
ley-Davidsons challenged each other. 

One special auto race in 1922 was held 
to celebrate the attempt by the Better 
Sports Association of Fort Wayne to 
eliminate the track dust. It drew a dozen 
drivers and hundreds of spectators for a 
25-mile contest that ended with Fort 
Wayne racer Ralph Ormsby winning in a 
Fronty-Ford in little more than half an 
hour, having reached speeds of nearly 50 
miles per hour. 

But the most popular of all the events 
at Centlivre Park was the circus. Be- 
tween 1919 and 1954, 53 circuses set 
their great tents there. Among them 
were the biggest in the world: Cole 
Brothers, Clyde Beatty, Ringling Broth- 
ers and Barnum and Bailey, as well as 
the smaller Tom Mix Circus, the Miller 
Brothers and the D.D. Murphy Shows. 


n-his hands, he has 




















©, m - mans 





A his mind, he has the power to see the future, 
wer to Change it. |: 


Performing Arts Center 
December 2-11, 1983 


Adults $8.00 
Child/Senior $4.00 
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For years, Spy Run Avenue was known 
as the “Avenue of the Circuses.” Circus 
trains would arrive at the Pennsylvania 
Railroad station downtown and form a 
great parade on Calhoun Street, making 
up one of the best free shows in town. 
Many still recall the strings of elephants 
and camels, the wild animal carriages, 
troops of clowns, spectacularly dressed 
acrobats and the sparks that flew from 
the heavily shod feet of the grand circus 
horses. The parade would make its way 
up Calhoun, then turn east on Superior 
to Lafayette and cross the bridge to Spy 
Run Avenue, finally to end at Centlivre 
Park. There, the tents were raised and 
for a brief time housed such wonderful 
acts as “The Toreador of the Tight 
Wire,” the Flying Wallendas, Unis the 
acrobat, Gargantua the Great (a 550- 
pound gorilla) and the brilliant clown 
Emmett Kelly. 


After 1954, the park activities on this 
grand scale ended. Families only used 
the area, and for many it was a welcome 
return to a pleasantly quiet time. In 
1961, a group of developers purchased 
the property and built the Centlivre Vil- 
lage Apartments. Today, its main park- 
ing lot marks the spot where once was 
the race track infield or where the “Big 
Top” was raised. 


The brewery was rejuvenated after the 
repeal of prohibition in 1933, and in 1961 
it became the only employee-owned 
brewery in the United States. By this 
time, however, the company had become 
part of a large conglomerate and had had 
its name changed to the Old Crown 
Brewing Corp. A decade later, the oldest 
brewery in Indiana, after 110 years o 
business, closed its doors. 








































Michael Hawfield is executive director of the 
Historical Museum, 302 E. Berry St. 
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Cityscapes: Fort Wayne breweries 


Berghoff Beer. Centlivre Beer. 
“Lazy-aged” Old Crown Beer 
and Ale. Sound familiar? Proba- 
bly not. But they’re names that, 
for a while, helped make Fort 
Wayne one of the Midwest’s 
leading beer producers. 

All that remains of the Cent- 
livre (later the Old Crown) 
Brewery is the abandoned shell 


‘of a building on Lafayette and 


Spy Run. But as the old en- 
graving here proves, the brewery 
was once a thriving, vital link in 
Fort Wayne’s economic chain. 

The Centlivre Brewery began 
in 1862 as the French brewery 
which soon adopted the name of 
its founder, Charles Louis Cent- 
livre. By 1890 Centlivre was a 
major Midwestern brewery. A 
fire in 1893 burned much of the 
original plant, but it was rebuilt 
even bigger than before. 

Across town on what is now 
East Washington Boulevard, the 


Berghoff Brewery began opera- 
tions in 1887 and eventually 
grew even larger than Centlivre. 
Founders of the company were 
the Berghoff brothers — Gustav, 
Henry, Hubert and Herman. 


As did breweries throughout 


the nation, Centlivre and Berg- 
hoff closed up shop with the 
onslought of Prohibition in 1919. 
Centlivre produced a near-beer 
product called That’s It for a 
short time, but the concoction 
apparently lost out to bootleg- 
ers. 

Both breweries had changed 
by the time Prohibition ended in 
1933. Centlivre resumed by pro- 
ducing Nickle Plate and Old 
Crown beer, and the Berghoffs 
sold out their interest and 
opened up the Hoff-Brau Brew- 
ery. 
In 1950, a new $1.5 million 
building was added to the Old 
Crown Brewery, the remains of 


OCTOBER 3, 1981 
fees € AOA 


which still stand. The original 
buildings were razed about a 
year ago, and the future for the 
remaining structure remains un- 
certain. 

Part of the original Berghoff 
plant is still standing, but it’s 
now part of the Falstaff Brewery 
near Memorial Park which be- 
gan operations there in 1954. 

As for Old Crown, the last 
“Lazy-Aged” batch was brewed 
here in late 1973. The plant had 


‘been employe-owned and -oper- 


ated since 1961. 

An interesting final note: The 
likeness of Charles Centlivre, 
once visible atop the canal-era 
Centlivre plant, is still clearly 


visible atop another local land-- 


mark — the Hall’s Gas House 
Restaurant on Superior St. = 

— Kevin Leininger 
Kevin Leininger is a News-Sen- 
tinel general-assignment re- 
porter. 
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Fearless nerve, 


put Centlivre on ‘Miracle Mile 


By KATHLEEN REEVE 
Staff Writer 
CHICAGO — Lou Centlivre is fun to work for, if you’re good. 
But he also has a fearless nerve and a killer instinct. 
That is the only way he will survive the high stakes and com- 
petitive world of advertising at Foote, Cone & Belding Inc., Chi- 
cago’s second and the world’s sixth largest advertising agency. 


Three years after joining FCB as a writer, the Fort Wayne 
native is a senior vice president and one of three group creative 
‘directors. He didn’t get there just by being good. He has to get 
good, very good, work out of the people under him and he does it 
by being energetic, demanding, highly unconventional, very 
straight-forward, and to most people, more than a little crazy. 
He has quit several times, but also has won a few risky political 
battles. 


Centlivre is responsible for the ‘creative product” — the 
print, television and radio commercials — for $60 million dollars 
worth of blue chip accounts like Sears, Roebuck and Co., Kraft 
Foods, Coors Beer and Brown and Williamson Tobacco. 


As a creative director he lives or dies by the quality of work of 
the people under him. Until weeks ago he had a staff of 28, but 
he fired eight because they weren’t producing — at least produc- 
ing the kind of ads he was willing to stake his career on. 


“] don’t care if I have to write half of them myself, I want to 
make great ads. I want to work with talented, alive people. Well 
work harder and have more fun with fewer, better people,” 
Centlivre said in the Michigan Avenue corner office that over- 









killer instinct . 
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looks Lake Michigan, the Chicago River and the “Miracle Mile”; 
of Michigan Avenue. : +: 


LR 4 * à 


His office is unpretentious to the point of being barren. Unlike 
most of his peers or the office’s previous occupant, his office has. 
no antiques; no potted trees, no expensive furnishings. Standard’ 
furniture and Centlivre Beer memorabilia are the lone fixtures, « 


“I never thought I’d be here. Certainly my mother and half’of‘ 
my friends from Fort Wayne thought I’d end up in jail,” began. 
the Centlivre named after his grandfather, Louis Centlivre of, 
the Centlivre Brewery family. Ae 


Founded in Fort Wayne in 1862, the brewery was one of the 
biggest in the Midwest until Prohibition. Once the family busi-. 
ness dominated the area around the St. Joseph River and Spy’ 
Run Avenue with an enormous brewery, family home, horse st&- 
bles, race track, river boats, beer gardens, a park and a trolley” 
to downtown Fort Wayne. € 

“My grandfather was my idol and the most memorable char’ 
acter of my life. He was fun to be around, full of life, a great: 
promoter. He had a large white mustache, and performed to my. 
childish eyes the incredible feat of swallowing whole the be: 
egg he would put in his beer. I can still remember seeing that 
egg slide into his mouth. I never understood how he did it. . 3 

“My grandfather ran the brewery with class and was a 
supporter of Fort Wayne. Once, since the Nickle Plate (rail 
road) served only Centlivre Beer, he took a Nickle Plate engine,, 
put rubber wheels on it, hired midgets to serve the beer, and 
drove it downtown Fort Wayne. I adored him and wanted to be: 
like him,” Centlivre recalled. a 

Though most of this Louis Centlivre’s career has been in Ney. 
York or Chicago, he, too, has left his mark on Fort Wayne. Hi 4 
was a vice president and creative director at Bonsib Advertising‘ 
from 1969 to 1977. €) 

“Some of the most fun of my advertising career was in Fort 
Wayne. We put that city on the map of the ad world. People; 
from New York were calling to come to work for us. We trained’ 
people who are now successful in New York. Centlivre and Bon. 
sib, ‘against all odds,’ helped elect Ivan Lebamoff mayor,” he 
said. ë, 
But in the advertising world it was Centlivre’s recruiting ad! 
that made the town famous. “I don’t care if you wear sneakers: 
to the office and have a beard down to your knees. If you’re a: 
good writer, I want you in my creative department,” the head-: 
line began. With dynamite punches, also “against all odds,” he‘ 
made Fort Wayne seem a better choice than the Big Apple for 
writers. + 

Two other Fort Wayne “refugees,” art director Jim Fanslar: 
and writer Dick Hartis, work for Centlivre. Together, they offer. 
teamwork, a Centlivre must. 2. 

“Tt don’t want people who go off in the corner and work : 
themselves; I want teams that will bring out the best in each? 
member. Some of the people I fired were loners, some were: 
complainers. A loner doesn’t give all that he or she can. i? 

“My job is be a cheerleader, to make people excited about: 
working, so they want to make great ads. I try to do this by ex 
ample and by teaching. I get to work each day at 8 to write for 
an hour, then I write for a time in the afternoon. I don’t just. 
supervise and criticize others’ work. I put myself on the line et 
ery day, t00,’ Centlivre explained. © £3 

He offers feedback ‘and criticism, yet said, “I don’t suffer 
fools and I’m not very good at hand holding. I’m not the nurtur- 


ing type.” 
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AVE. 25-1784 


Angeline Chapeteau 
recognized her attacker 
was of a tribe 
encamped across the 
Maumee. She earned 
his respect by beating 
him to the ground with 
a stick and leaving him 
senseless. 





that she come out. In the middle of 
the group was the same man she 
had subdued the evening before. 
The Indian stepped forward 
and, with the great approval of his 
companions, returned her soiled 
scarf lost in their scuffle. Then the 
other men each presented her with 
a necklace or bracelet, to honor 
her, and proclaimed their 
friendship and protection. 

































































The frontier 
diplomat 


Angelique Chapeteau 
(1787-1876) 

Born in the frontier trading vil- 
lage of Detroit in 1787, Angelique 
Chapeteau came to Fort Wayne at 
the age of 17. 

In 1806, Angelique married 
James Peltier, a trapper and tra- 
der whose family name had been 
associated with the fort area long 
before the Americans came. 

Her hair was such a brilliant red 
color that the Miamis called her. 
“Golden Hair,” and were so taken 
by her personality that they 
adopted her into the tribe in a sol- 
emn ceremony at the Kekionga 
settlement. These close ties with 
the Indians helped to save the 
lives of whites near the fort several 
times during the War of 1812. 

When the war broke out, Fort 
Wayne was a major Northwest 
Territory outpost of American in- 
fluence, and Britain’s Indian allies 
quickly brought the place under 
siege. The Peltiers lived in a small 
log house outside the fort (near 
the present-day intersection of 
Superior and Lafayette streets), 
and refused to come into the 
stockade when the siege began. In- 
stead, Angelique, friendly to both 
sides, sought to play the role of 
mediator. Through her, food was 
brought by the besieging Indians 
to the garrison, and, in exchange, 
she delivered to the Miamis quan- 
tities of salt from the fort. This 
worked to halt hostilities for a 
time, but she had to abandon her 
efforts and retreat into the fort in 
the end; her home and other 
nearby buildings were destroyed 
in the fighting that followed. 

Another incident not only 
speaks to her courage, but to the 
unique relationship she enjoyed 
with the Indians of the Three Riv- 

-ers area. Returning through a 
woods to her home one snowy eve- 
ning, she was attacked by a 
drunken man whom she soon rec- 
ognized as one of the tribe en- 
camped across the Maumee. She 
fought back, finally beating him to 
the ground with a stick and leav- 
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Sixty-four years ago, 


Juliette ‘Low, ° pictured 
below, taught young women 
about good nutrition, rais- 
ing chickens and how to live 


in the out-of-doors. 
From these beginnings, 


Girl Scouting grew. It now 
includes some 36 million 
young women around | the 
world. 

She was 52 when she 
founded Girl Scouts, accord- 
ing to Judy Hollander, a lo- 
cal woman who portrays 
Mrs. Low as part of the local 
Bicentennial celebration. 

“It took her 52 years to re- 
alize her life had: no real 
meaning,’ Judy said, “and 
she decided to change that.” 

Juliette was born. and 
reared in Savannah, Ga. 
married a wealthy English- 
man and moved to England 
as his bride. 

“Their marriage was not 
happy,’ Judy said she 
learned from her study of 
the woman, ‘and she was in 
the process of suing her hus- 
band for divorce when he 


died. At that time,’’ she con- 


tinued, ‘‘women. just didn’t 
do that.” iota 






“At that point,” Judy said, 
“she decided to devote the 
rest of her life to promoting 
the friendship and sisterhood 
of scouting.” 

With all her influential and 
wealthy friends, Juliette was. 
able to raise support for Girl 


Scouts. 
‚“Juliette’s fâther had bees" 


a Confederate soldier in the 
Civil War when she was a 
small child,’’, Judy said, 
“and her father always 
played an important role in: 
her life. 

“Perhaps her father’s in- 
fluence is why she liked uni- 
forms so much,’’, Judy 
reflected, ‘‘anyway it’s said 
other scout, leaders wore their 
uniforms because they had to, 
but Juliette wore hers because 
she really dug uniforms.” 

During World War I, Girl 
Scouting in this country 
grew. 

‘Juliette saw how young 
women could help their coun- 
try by being able to survive 
on their own. Good citizen- 
ship was always an impor- 
tant aspect of scouting for. 
Juliette,’ Judy said. 

Judy, herself a Girl Scott 
in New Jersey through her 
senior year in high school, 
said she feels Juliette was 
modern for a Southern woman 
of her time. 

“Her troops would wear 
bloomers and play ball,” 
Judy said, ‘‘and Juliette felt 
it was very important to let 
girls know there were wom- 
en doing things...she pro- 
vided them with lots of role 
models besides that of a. 
woman in the home.” 

Today, Judy said she feels 
Juliette would be “thrilled’’ 
with the number of young 
women in scouting. But, 
basically, Judy doesn’t feel 
scouting has changed all that 
much. 

“I think there are core 
things, like women working 
with women for women, that 
won't change. And I remem- 
ber when I was in scouting, 
being able to survive out- 
doors all by myself was 
really a discovery. Scouting 
helped me to know myself 
better.” 

And this, Judy believes, is 
what Juliette would have 
wanted scouting to remain. 

“Juliette would never have 
seen a world where women 
opposed men...but a world 
where women could accept 

any role they chose. I don’t 
think she would have wanted 
scouting to buckle under to 
the demands of any other 
group. I think she would 
have wanted each troop to go 
in the direction relevant for 
them. Scouting should be a 
place where women can be 
their own people.” 





ow died in 1927 
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Beyond Hors d’Oeuvres 
Saturday, March 10th. | 


Performing Arts Center 


at 6:00, Dinner in the Gallery 
by Cafe’ Johnall 








:® 
and 9 
at 8:00, The Fort Wayne Dance Collective 
In Concert 


Tickets for the Dinner and Concert: $20.00 
Concert Only: $6.00 
FWDC Members, Seniors and Children: $4.00 


For Information, Please Call 424-6574 


Deadline for Dinner Reservations March 7. 


THE EMBASSY THEATRE PRESENTS 
IMARLO THOMAS 








RESTAURANT 


RESTAURANT! 


Not just a restaurant, but an elegant dining room 
with excellent food at affordable prices. If you're 
planning to dine out tonight, dine out in style. 


.. Easy lo 
Swallow. 


65 Delicious selections for just $8.9 















Let us be YOUR Guesthouse! “FROM THAT GIRL TO THIS WOMAN” 
À é : j : ® Ad e 
Prime Rib. es see $8 95 SUNDAY 5 ee 60 $7.95 
«Hawaiian Chicken. ............ $6.75 March 1 8 «Children under 12 $3.95 





Shrimp Scampi. ne = ‚87.45 e Children under 5 Free 


e Featuring noted härpist Bridgett Stucky 


* Marlo talks about Marriage, 
Men, Women, and our 
Contempoary Society 


“Let US Be YOUR Guesthouse” 


; moe 
en] 
re N GUESTHOUSE 


* Flavors here talk with 
Antecodotes about life with 
Phil Donahue 


* Winner of 4 Emmy Awards, 
George Peabody Awards 
and named one of 10 
women who most influenced 
children in the U.S. by the 
American Library Assoc. 
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ALL SEATS 


* Responds to Questions 








Ft.Wayne Marriott 





: Le the ne $ 1 0 00 
1313 West Washington Center Road „following her talk. > 1-69 & Coldwater Road 
Le Phone 489-2524 * Answers questions fol- _ Ze ar | 
: ; x Mastercard/ Visa 


dowing her talk 





Reservations Suggested 484-192 
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Editor’s Note: The Fort Wayne Bi- 
* Gentennial Commission has desig- 
nated March as Women’s Heritage 


<Month. In honor of the women in our 


Os history, News-Sentinel staffer 

“@ynda Mort has written a series of 

j “articles about several women who 

Played important roles in the devel- 

opment of the City. The first fol- 
lows. 

By CYNDA MORT 
News-Sentinel Staff Writer 
The City was just a fort, sur- 
rounded by wilderness and Indians, 
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when Angeline Chapeteau first came. 


Tension ran high, because the In- 
dians and settlers could not, accept 
each other’s presence. 


But for Angeline, it was an adven-. 


ture. Filled with the pioneering spir- 
it, she was excited about her journey 
from the city of Detroit to the lone 
fort. 


During her journey, Angeline must : 


have dreamed of many things, but 


Angeline Chapeteau — 1787-1876 


Photo courtesy of the Fort Wayne Public Library 


Indians Welcomed Angeline Chapeteau to the fort. 


(Photo of bas-relief in Court House by John Stearns) 


she probably never imagined she’d 
play an important part in Fort 
Wayne’s history. ; 


When Angeline came to the fort in 
the early 1800’s as a young girl, it 

was Soon apparent she had a special 
gift. 


“As her great-grandson, William H. 
Peltier, wrote in “A Pictorial History 
of Fort Wayne’ by Bert J. Griswold: 
“At the time of her coming to Fort 
Wayne, she was a bright, young girl 
with hair of such a strikingly red col- 
or, that the Indians called her ‘Gold- 
en Hair. “She was a favorite at once 
with the Miamis.'’ 


Because of her rapport with the In- 
dians, throughout her life she served 
as a mediator between the Indians 
and settlers. She cared for both and 
spent her lifetime trying to preserve 
peace. 

‘One of her first encounters with the 
Indians was shortly after her mar- 
riage to a Frenchman, James Pelt- 
ier, who already was a friend of the 
Indians. 


During most of her life, Angeline 
and her husband lived outside the 
fort, at a point near where Superior 
Street meets the Spy Run bridge. 
One day on her way home from the 
Fort, she encountered a drunken. In- 
dian. 


He tried to assault her, but she 
overpowered him and proceeded” to 
beat him. 


The next day, according to a story 
handed down in the family, Indians 
surrounded her grandparents’ home, 
where she was staying. 


Frightened, Angeline thought they 
sought revenge. 


_ Angeline Worked for Peace at Fort 





‘Instead, led by the Indian she had 


beaten the day before, the party had. 


come ‘to pay homage. to Angeline’s 


courage. They gave her beads and 
their friendship...the beginning of An- 


geline’s life asa go-between. 


She had learned to speak in the 


tongue of the Miamis and proved in- 


valuable in many of the setiler-In- 
dian negotiations. 


Even during the days ‚of bloody 
battles, when Angeline could do no 
more to aid peace, she and James re- 
mained in their home outside the 
fort, unharmed. 


As her great-grandson related: 
“Even after the siege was in earnest 
(in 1812), Mrs. Peltier continued to 
remain in her house. There she 
served as a friend of both the garri- 
son and the besiegers, with the hope 
of using her good offices to bring 
about peace.’ 


During the siege, her great-grand- 
son said, the Indians left venison at 
her door. From the fort, she obtained 
salt to give the Indians in return. She 
shared the venison with the settlers, 
thus saving them from starvation. 


Even in the few records of her life, 
there are discrepencies in dates, in 
ancestors and even in the name of 
her first husband 


Although her achievements aren't 
hailed as frequently as other Fort 
Wayne pioneers are, there is a last- 
ing monument to her, according to 
Griswold’ S book. 


In Court Room Three of the Allen 
County Court House, a plaster wall 
panel in bas-relief depicts Angeline 
landing by boat with the Indians wel- 
coming her ashore. It is part of a 
Series of illustrations of frontier life 
in and around Fort Wayne. 


- 
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Appleseed Park 







started humbly 


One of the best known, and cer- 
tainly the most colorfully named 
parks in Fort Wayne, is Johnny Ap- 
pleseed Park. 

Stretching along the west bank of 

.the St. Joseph River from Coliseum 
Blvd. to Parnell Avenue, it is also 
the best known park to many travel- 
ers through Fort Wayne, since it is 
the only public campground in the 
city. 

To Fort Wayne residents the 43- 
acre park is perhaps most familiar as 
the site of the annual Johnny Apple- 
seed Festival. Held in September by 
the Old Fort Settlers and the Parks 
Department, this 10-year old, two- 
day festival has become a popular 
fall attraction known throughout 
the region. _ 

Johnny Appleseed Park is a me- 
morial park dedicated to the mem- 
ory of John Chapman, one of Ameri- 
ca’s authentic frontier heroes, who 
died in 1845 just outside the young 

town of Fort Wayne in a friend’s 
cabin along the St. Joseph River. 
Tradition held that Johnny Apple- 
seed was buried in the old Archer 
family cemetery on the knoll that 
rises just above the west bank of the 
St. Joe River. But most of the details 
of Johnny Appleseed’s life are 
shrouded in myth, and no one is sure 
today exactly where he is buried. 

The movement to create a memo- 
rial began in Fort Wayne as early as 
1916 when the Indiana Horticulture 
Society raised a plaque in Swinney 
Park. That same year a marker was 
placed on the supposed site of Chap- 
man’s grave at the very top of the 
Archer cemetery knoll. A wrought 
iron fence was placed around the 


.marker as the gift of state senator 


Stephen B. Fleming. A local com- 
mission was formed in 1934 to im- 
prove the memorial at the Archer 
graveyard, .and in 1935 the Fort 
Wayne Optimist Club erected the 
stone marker that stands on the site 
today. But a rival claimant to the 
Appleseed burial site came forward 
with vigorous arguments that John 
Chapman had in fact died and was 
buried not on the west side of the St. 
Joseph River at the Archer farm, but 
rather on the eastern side of the 
river on the farm owned by Wesley 
S. Roebuck, just north of the pre- 
sent-day Canterbury Green. 

The debate centered on elaborate 
arguments concerning the large pi- 
oneer family of Richard Worth, 
friends of John Chapman. It was in 
the cabin of Mr. Worth that Johnny 
died. The Roebuck faction’ uncov- 
ered much new evidence about 
Johnny Appleseed and made a very 
forceful, if often faulty, case for his 
burial .on ‘the eastern side of the 
river. The Archer faction, in turn, 
produced its own new evidence. The 
debate became a running battle. 
When one side found a witness or a 
new document, the other side would 
quickly find some of their own, and 
when one party uncovered the re- 


CITYSCAPE 


® 


mains of a cabin, it was not long be- 
fore the other party discovered one, 
too, each claiming their own to be 
the deathbed house of Johnny Ap- 
pleseed. 

The Memorial Commission finally 
decided to reject the Roebuck claims 
and settled on the traditional Archer 
site as the appropriaté spot to re- 
member John Chapman’s burial. 
Desperate, the Roebuck supporters 
appealed to the American Pomologi- 
cal Society, which after seven years 
of study accepted the Roeuck argu- 
ments in 1942. But the Memorial 
Commission was not swayed (or 
even interested), and yet more evi- 
dence confirmed the likelihood of 
the Archer cemetery, and so the 
matter was finally settled. 

The central part of the park, a 12- 
acre tract including the Archer cem- 
etery was given to Allen County in 
1947 by William and Ruth McKay. 
On May 20, 1949, in an elaborate 
dedication ceremony — the first 
such event to be recorded on tape in 
Fort Wayne — the park was for- 





_mally named the Johnny Appleseed 
Memorial Park and Beach. The . 


nearby bridge carrying Coliseum 
Blvd. traffic across the St. Joseph 
River was_also named for Johnny 
Appleseed. At this time the grave 
site was still in its natural state with 
the other Archer graves nearby. 

The movement to make the little 
park the center of a national memo- 
rial was organized in’1956 when the 
National Memorial Foundation was 
established. Plans were laid for an 
elaborate park setting that would in- 
clude a lake, a grave shrine in a grove 
of apple trees and a large visitor cen- 
ter that would house a museum, li- 
brary, classrooms, a chapel, kitchen 
and custodian quarters. By the 
1960s many of these plans had been 
abandoned, although the gravesite 
was landscaped and 30 acres added 
to the park complex. 

The man for whom the park is 
named was a legendary figure in his 
own lifetime, and, like his contem- 
poraries Daniel Boone and Davy 
Crockett, the myths -that surround 
his career excited the American 
imagination. 

Chapman was born in Leominster, 


‘ Mass., on Sept. 26, 1774. Although 
‘nothing certain is known about the. 


details of Johnny’s early life, the 
story tellers have it that he attended 
Harvard as a ministerial student. 


The story is told that Johnny had a 


lost love, named Dorothy Durand, 
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Photo: News-Sentinel files 


This 1946 photo shows Johnny Appleseed’s gravesite before 


later improvements. 


~ 


but that the families of the two. 
lovers were bitter enemies. When 
Dorothy’s family moved west 
Johnny followed, only to learn that 
she had died of a broken heart just 
before he found her. Years later, the 
legend continues, Johnny returned 
to plant apple blossoms over her 
grave. 

What is clear about his early life is 
that he learned to read and write 
very well; he learned how to live in 
the wilderness; he learned about the 
care and propagation of fruit trees; 
and he was converted to the religious 
beliefs of Emanuel Swendenborg, an 
18th-century scientist and philo- 
sopher influential among intellectu- 
als. 

_Chapman was in the wilderness 
planting apple trees by/the 1790s, 
appearing first in western Pennsyl- 
vania. He moved on to Ohio in about 
1800 to the Licking County area in 
the middle of the state, always just 
ahead of the large scale movement of 
pioneers into the region. Johnny was 
not alone in the apple nursery busi- 
ness. Other nurserymen were active 
on the frontier also, for there were 
very good profits to be made selling 
saplings to farmers trying to estab- 
lish themselves in the wilds. But 
Chapman planted more nurseries 
than anyone else, and he always had 
a knack of being able to choose just 
the right spot near the new set- 
tlements. By the 1820s he was widely 
known by the nickname “Apple- 
seed.” 
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While in Ohio, during the War of 
1812, Johnny Appleseed was cred- 
ited with saving many settlers from 
the hostile Indians who were allies of 
the British. Because he was viewed 
as’a holy man and personally sacred, 
the Indians allowed Johnny to roam 
freely along the war-torn frontier, 
and he used this privilege to warn pi- 
oneers of impending attacks or to 
bring help to beseiged settlements. 

Even in peacetime he never car- 
ried a weapon. Meat was repugnant 
to him. So careful was he not to hunt 
any animal, one story relates, that 
when a hornet entered his shirt and. 
stung him, he carefully pealed off his 
clothing so that the insect could es- 
cape unharmed. A Hoosier tale has it 
that when the gentle man noticed 
mosquitoes flying into his fire at. 
night, he put out the blaze rather 
than be the cause of the death of an 
other creature. 

At first, Johnny would beg or lease 
a plot of land to plant his trees. He 
would clear and prepare the’ soil, 
fence the area and plant the seeds 
which he had carefully gathered at 
the cider presses in the more estab- 
lished settlements he had just left. 
But Johnny’s trees and apples were 
never of the best quality because he 
refused to improve his stock through 
grafting’ quality branches onto his 
seedlings. Rather, he insisted on 
growing all his trees strictly from 
seeds. One settler in Fort Wayne de 
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- scribed the apples as 
| pigsqueal.” - - | 
Le After 1814 Chapman began to buy his land, » 
and it is clear that he became a man of consider- - 
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able substance, both in real estate and in ready 
cash. All his money, however, was used not for 
“personal comfort, but to further his work. 

~ Sometime before 1830, and perhaps as early 
as 1822, Johnny Appleseed began making trips to 


Indiana. The first time he came to Fort Wayne 


À | was in 1834 when he bought two parcels of land 


| 


"along the Maumee River. One tradition has it 
that he came in a hollow moss-covered log in 1828 
and started a nursery on the west bank of the St. 


Joseph River. By 1836, at any rate, he considered - 


‘himself a resident of Allen County. There is no 
doubt that he became widely known and well- 
liked in the area, partly because of his odd dress 
"and eccentric ways, but also because of his simple 
kindness. re 
_-. One eyewitness described Johnny Apple- 
' seed’s appearance when he came to Fort Wayne: 
“He was simply clad, in truth clad like a beggar. 
_ His refined features, seen through the grey stub-- 
ble that covered his face, for he cut his hair and 
beard with scissors . . . told of his intelligence. He 
was serious, his speech clean, free from slang or 
profanity. He traveled on foot (sometimes with 
just one shoe or two different kinds of boots).” 
The discriptions of Johnny. Appleseed. wearing a 
tin pot for a hat are later fabrications. 

John Chapman was a missionary of the Swe- 
denborgian faith. Among the teachings of its 
founder, Emanuel Swedenborg, was the notion’ 
that the way to spiritual happiness was through 
self denial and a life of service. In Johnny’s case it 
was also a life that required that he carry the 

messages of Swedenborg and Christianity to all 

| who would listen. The most enduring story about 

this missionary work has Johnny stopping by 

some isolated pioneer cabin for the night and 

bringing forth his copy of the New Testament to 

read “some news fresh from Heaven.” Afterward 

he would offer to leave portions of his Sweden- 
borgian books with-his host. 
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. Johnny Appleseed died on March 18, 1845. 
He had been protecting”his saplings from some 
cows that had broken down the fence of one of his 
orchards near Fort Wayne. Aged 71, he was over- 
come by his exertions and begged lodging with 
Richard Worth for the night. Either that night or 
within a few days Johnny Appleseed died of 
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“e 











»? 





winter plague” (pneumonia?). ‘A coffin was 
made by a local resident named Samuel Fletter, 
and several neighbors saw to his burial across the 
river in the Archer family cemetery. 


Michael Hawfield is executive director of the Historical. 
Museum, 302 E. Berry St. Er 2 
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and it is clear that he became a man of consider- 
able substance, both in real estate and in ready 
cash. All his money, however, was used not for 
personal comfort, but to further his work. 
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that he came in a hollow moss-covered log in 1828 
and started a nursery on the west bank of the St. 


Joseph River. By 1836, at any rate, he considered : 


himself a resident of Allen County. There is no 
doubt that he became widely known and well- 
liked in the area, partly‘because of his odd dress 
and eccentric ways, but also because of his simple 
kindness. j 

One eyewitness described Johnny Apple- 
seed’s appearance when he came to Fort Wayne: 
“He was simply clad, in truth clad like a beggar. 
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ble that covered his face, for he cut his hair and 
beard with scissors. . . told of his intelligence. He 
was serious, his speech clean, free from slang or 
profanity. He traveled on foot (sometimes with 
just one shoe or two different kinds of boots).” 
The discriptions of Johnny. Appleseed. wearing a 
tin pot for a hat are later fabrications. 

John Chapman was a missionary of the Swe- 
denborgian faith. Among the teachings of its 
founder, Emanuel Swedenborg, was the notion 
that the way to spiritual happiness was through 
self denial and a life of service. In Johnny’s case it 
was also a life that required that he carry the 
messages of Swedenborg and Christianity to all 
who would listen. The most enduring story about 
this missionary work has Johnny stopping by 
some isolated pioneer cabin for the night and 
bringing forth his copy of the New Testament to 
‘read “some news fresh from Heaven.” Afterward 
he would offer to leave portions of his Sweden- 
borgian books with-his host. 
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. Johnny Appleseed died on March 18, 1845. 
He had been protecting his saplings from some 
cows that had broken down the fence of one of his 
orchards near Fort Wayne. Aged 71, he was over- 
come by his exertions and begged lodging with 
Richard Worth for the night. Either that night or 
within a few days Johnny Appleseed died of 
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Christmases 


past: part of 
city s history 


Christmas in Fort Wayne always seems to be 
memorable in some way. For two little girls who 
lived at 119 E. Wayne St. nearly a century ago 
Christmas was particularly remarkable, but their 
special Christmas has had the added blessing of 
being shared by generation after generation of 
Fort Wayne families ever since. 

. On Christmas morning in 1886 Virginia and 
Clara Carnahan found a wonderous six-room dol- 
lhouse as their Christmas gift. In later years, for- 
tunately for Fort Wayne’s young at heart, this 
fully furnished treasure became the central holi- 
day feature in the Historical Museum for de- 
cades. 

Virginia Carnahan remembered that che- 
rished Christmas vividly in timeless images: “My 
sister Clara and I had gone to bed early on 
Christmas Eve, and we thought we would never 
get to sleep. Oh, what wonderful dreams we had! 
In the morning, we dressed quickly and ran down 
to Mina’s (the housekeeper) kitchen to have a 
glass of milk before we went with her to the early 
church service. The kitchen had a spicy, delicious 
smell and reminded us of all the baking that had 
been going on for days. Clara was allowed to put 
raisin faces on the gingerbread man, and I helped 
with the plum pudding. Mina let us peek at the 
enormous turkey cooking in the wood stove. 

“And then,” Virginia continued, “it was time 
to start out on the snowy, dark streets to church. 
We chattered on the way about all the surprises 
we might find under the Christmas tree. It was 
light when we finally left the quiet church — day 
had come at last — Christmas Day. 

“We urged Mina to walk faster because it was 
the rule we must eat breakfast before we could 
peek at the presents, but I can tell you that Clara 
and I were too excited to eat any porridge. Imag- 
ine our surprise when we were sent to the play- 
room and found standing higher than our heads 
the dollhouse, a beautiful new house with six 
rooms, a winding staircase rising from the center 
hall to the second story, a kitchen, and dining- 
room downstairs, a bedroom and a sitting room 
upstairs, all completely furnished in doll-size fur- 
niture, even to the pins in the pincushion. 

“A doll family lived there, too. In the hall was 
a little boy and his dog waiting to welcome us. 
Clara giggled with delight when she saw the little 
gold whatnot shelf with its bright glass vases, and 
I noticed the lace antimacassars on the chair — 
why, they weren’t any larger than a penny! 

“The papa doll in his high silk hat was dressed 
just like our own father who owned a fine shoe 
store in Fort Wayne. 

“We learned later that our older sister had 
painstakingly sewed and hemstitched all the nap 
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kins and doilies, tablecloths and towels. 

“The parlor was elegant indeed with 
upholstered furniture, a handsome mantle and 
beautiful lamps. The family Bible lay on the mar- 
ble table. Nothing had been forgotten. Bright 
flowers decorated the piano. Clara said perhaps if 
we closed our eyes we could hear the tinkle of doll 
music. But there was so much to look at —we 
couldn’t close our eyes. 

“The mistress of the house stood in the parlor 
dressed in a silk gown. We admired her regal ap- 
pearance and decided she needed a dignified 
name, so we called her Mrs. Aldrich — and from 
that minute on, our house was known as the “Al- 
drich House.” 

The Carnahans were a well-to-do family, re- 
lated to both the Hanna and the Fairfield clans. 
William Carnahan, the girls’ father, was a pros- 
perous shoe manufacturer and retailer who came 


.to Fort Wayne from Lafayette and, in 1864, mar- 


ried Clara Hanna. The Christmas for their girls 
was a bit more elaborate than others of the time, 
but it was no less festive. 


The 1876 Fort Wayne Daily Gazette, for in- 
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ABOVE: This is the 
children’s nursery in the 
Carnahan home, where the 
girls’ Christmas dollhouse 
was the centerpiece among 
the dolls, rockers, and other 
small-scale furnishings. 


LEFT: The Carnahan girls’ 
dollhouse asitlooks today in 
the Historical Museum, 302 
E. Berry St. Little-changed 
since it was delivered on 
Christmas morning in 1886, 
it has been a popular holiday 
attraction atthe museum for 
many years. 





stance, tells us that Christmas for everyday folk 
involved a great deal of community activity. 

“The weather yesterday (Christmas) was cool 
but pleasant and everything seemed favorable for 
a Merry Christmas. Business was almost entirely 
suspended, but the streets were filled with pleas- 
ureseekers at an early hour. The regular 
Christmas services in the Catholic, Lutheran and 
Episcopal churches were well-attended. The 
churches were handsomely decorated with flow- 
ers and presented a fine appearance. 

“Some of the Sabbath schools had their 
Christmas tree Saturday evening, some Sundy 
evening and others, last evening. All of them were 
well attended and the happiness of the little peo- 
ple was pleasant to behold. 

“There was a good deal of sleighing yester- 
day,” the reporter continued. “There were fine 
dinners and handsome presents given and re- 
ceived. A great many passed the day in playing 
billiards or pool. Dramatic entertainment was 
given at the Opera House (the old Colerick 
House, in what today is Freimann Square) in the 
mm lal ie 


Turn to FORT/Page 4S 


FORT From 35 
afternoon and evening, but the attendance 
was very light. The balls at various halls 
were much better attended. Several pri- 
vate. dancing parties took place, (and) a 
number of individuals concluded their cel- 
2brations at the police station house. But 
on the whole the day passed off in a more 
juiet and orderly manner than was usual.” 
_ The first recorded Christmas in Fort 
Wayne was in 1789, five years before the 
Americans built a fort here. Henry Hay, a 
British agent working with the Miami in 
their villages around the three rivers, re- 
ppalled in his diary that Christmas Eve that 
year was very cold and “he visited Mrs. Ad- 
amher, who asked him to play the flute and 
30 to midnight mass.” The next day, 
Christmas, he was again asked to play his 
flute, this time at morning mass with his 
friend, John Kinzie, playing the fiddle. 
The pair played again at evening prayers, 
but then got falling-down drunk, only to 
play again at mass the next day (after 
Mrs. Ranjard filled us with coffee to settle 
our heads”). 

Four decades later, in 1829, when the 
fort had been abandoned and a town was 
struggling to emerge, one of the commu- 
nity’s most notable pioneers, Henry Rudi- 
sill, spent the worst (but most memorable) 
Christmas of his life. Rudisill, with his wife 
Martha and their children had been travel- 
ing for weeks hoping to reach their new 

ome of Fort Wayne by Christmas. But by 
hristmas Eve, caught in a snow storm, the 
udisill’s guide finally announced he was 
lost, though the party was but a few miles 
‘rom town, out on the Wayne Trace. They 
samped for the night in the rising storm, 
and the men built a huge fire to frighten 
away the wolves. The family fortified itself 
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that night with stories about former 


Christmases together, conjuring lively 
images of past presents and their warm 
hearth back in Lancaster, Pa. 
The Rudisills were but the first of a very 
long line of pioneers of German stock to 
come to Fort Wayne. By the late 1830s, 


_ hundreds of German families had come to 


the young town — and they brought their 
Old World customs along with their lan- 
guage and religions. 

The honor of putting up the first 
Christmas tree in Fort Wayne belongs to 
Dr. Charles Schmitz, a native of Osna- 


bruck, Germany, who introduced this thor- 


oughly German custom in 1840, in the par- 
lor of his home at the western corner of 
Calhoun and Wayne streets. But because 
there were no suitable evergreens in the 
Fort Wayne region, Schmitz had to begin 
his preparations as early as June; a tree 
had to be shipped by canal from Cincin- 
nati. After its arrival, amid much com- 
ment, the Schmitzes decorated the tree 
with “unusually brilliant and glittering 
decorations and many ornaments of their 
own making. In later years the family used 
to gild English walnuts and attach them to 
the branches.” 

To that first Christmas-tree Christmas 
came a number of local Indians. At once 
excited by the candle-lit tree, with pre- 
sents hanging from the branches, the Indi- 
ans were more attracted to the new baby, 
named Amanda, who lay in a cradle 
nearby. This first child to enjoy a 
Christmas tree died a few weeks later. 

For nearly 150 years after the Sch- 
mitzes’ first tree, Christmas celebrations 
grew in importance for the community. By 
the 1950s, it was usual for the city and its 
merchants to decorate the town as brightly 
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The William Carnahan house, 119 E. Wayne St. circa 1898. Carnahan 
was a prosperous shoe manufacturer in Fort Wayne. 


as possible. At the corner of Wayne and 
Calhoun, where the new Transit Mall ends 
and only a few feet from where the first 
Christmas tree was decorated, there once 
stood a great archway with a hugh lighted 
Christmas tree on top. Nearby, the Meyers 
and McCarthy store sported a lighted 
scene of the Magi, and across Wolf and 
Dessauer’s Washington Boulevard wall 


flew the Santa Claus and his sleigh that are 
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now seen on the Fort Wayne National 
Bank Building. 

While these electronic delights are a far 
cry from the simpler treats of an earlier 
time, the wonder in a child’s eye is no less 
than when two little girls were touched by 
the dollhouse magic of a memorable 
Christmas nearly a century ago. 





_ Michael Hawfield is executive director of the His- 


torical Museum, 302 E. Berry St.. 
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afternoon and evening, but the attendance 
was very light. The balls at various halls 
were much better attended. Several pri- 
vate dancing parties took place, (and) a 
aumber of individuals concluded their cel- 
»brations at the police station house. But 
yn the whole the day passed off in a more 
quiet and orderly manner than was usual.” 
The first recorded Christmas in Fort 
ayne was in 1789, five years before the 
mericans built a fort here. Henry Hay, a 
British agent working with the Miami in 
heir villages around the three rivers, re- 
alled in his diary that Christmas Eve that 
ear was very cold and “he visited Mrs. Ad- 
amher, who asked him to play the flute and 
so to midnight mass.” The next day, 
hristmas, he was again asked to play his 
ute, this time at morning mass with his 
riend, John Kinzie, playing the fiddle. 
he pair played again at evening prayers, 
but then got falling-down ‘drunk, only to 
play again at mass the next day (after 
‘Mrs. Ranjard filled us with coffee to settle 
pur heads’’). 

Four decades later, in 1829, when the 
ort had been abandoned and a town was 
struggling to emerge, one of the commu- 
ity’s most notable pioneers, Henry Rudi- 
ill, spent the worst (but most memorable) 
hristmas of his life. Rudisill, with his wife 
artha and their children had been travel- 
ng for weeks hoping to reach their new 
ome of Fort Wayne by Christmas. But by 
hristmas Eve, caught in a snow storm, the 
Rudisill’s guide finally announced he was 
ost, though the party was but a few miles 
rom town, out on the Wayne Trace. They 
amped for the night in the rising storm, 
and the men built a huge fire to frighten 
away the wolves. The family fortified itself 
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that night with stories about former 
Christmases together, conjuring lively 
images of past presents and their warm 
hearth back in Lancaster, Pa. 

The Rudisills were but the first of a very 
long line of pioneers of German stock to 
come to Fort Wayne. By the late 1830s, 
hundreds of German families had come to 
the young town — and they brought their 
Old World customs along with their lan- 
guage and religions. 

The honor of putting up the first 
Christmas tree in Fort Wayne belongs to 
Dr. Charles Schmitz, a native of Osna- 
bruck, Germany, who introduced this thor- 
oughly German custom in 1840, in the par- 
lor of his home at the western corner of 
Calhoun and Wayne streets. But because 
there were no suitable evergreens in the 
Fort Wayne region, Schmitz had to begin 
his preparations as early as June; a tree 
had to be shipped by canal from Cincin- 
nati. After its arrival, amid much com- 
ment, the Schmitzes decorated the tree 
with “unusually brilliant and glittering 
decorations and many ornaments of their 
own making. In later years the family used 
to gild English walnuts and attach them to 
the branches.” 

To that first Christmas-tree Christmas 
came a number of local Indians. At once 
excited by the candle-lit tree, with pre- 
sents hanging from the branches, the Indi- 
ans were more attracted to the new baby, 
named Amanda, who lay in a cradle 
nearby. This first child to enjoy a 
Christmas tree died a few weeks later. 

For nearly 150 years after the Sch- 
mitzes’ first tree, Christmas celebrations 
grew in importance for the community. By 
the 1950s, it was usual for the city and its 
merchants to decorate the town as brightly 
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as possible. At the corner of Wayne and 
Calhoun, where the new Transit Mall ends 
and only a few feet from where the first 
Christmas tree was decorated, there once 
stood a great archway with a hugh lighted 
Christmas tree on top. Nearby, the Meyers 
and McCarthy store sported a lighted 
scene of the Magi, and across Wolf and 
Dessauer’s Washington Boulevard wall 
flew the Santa Claus and his sleigh that are 
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Photo: Courtesy Allen Comatyi Poet we Historical Society 
The William Carnahan house, 119 E. Wayne St., circa 1898. Carnahan 
was a prosperous shoe manufacturer in Fort Wayne. 


SKATE CENTER 


ALL DAY SKATE 


TUESDAY, DEC. 27 
THURSDAY, DEC. 29 


10 A.M.-5 P.M. 


ADMISSION s3.00/2.50 AFTER 2:00 À en Tee, 
SKATE RENTAL EXTRA H ee 

NORTH: SOUTH: jackman 

444 W. COLISEUM BLVD. 4540 BLUFFTON RD. “Uncommon Valor” (a) 

482- 2004 747- 4913 1:30-3:30-5:307:30-9:30 


Get RTE cash with an easy 
classified ad. Dial 461-821 
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now seen on the Fort Wayne National 
Bank Building 

While these electronic delights are a far 
cry from the simpler treats of an earlier 
time, the wonder in a child’s eye is no less 
than when two little girls were touched by 
the dollhouse magic of a memorable 
Christmas nearly a century ago. 


Michael Hawfield is executive director of the His- 
torical Museum, 302 E. Berry St.. 
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SADUN-THEATRE | 
2441 BROADWAY 


AT 6:00 P.M. 




























OPEN 10 AM TO 12 AM 
MON.-THUR.; 10 AM TO 2 AM 
FRL-SAT.; 3 PM TO 11 PM SUN. 
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By MICHAEL E. BENNETT 
. Staff Writer 
F NORTH MANCHESTER — The snow at Renngold, 
_ Ga., was about 6 inches deep in April 1864 as Company K 
of the Indiana Volunteer Infantry waited to rout Confed- 
erate rebels further south. 
| After months of skirmishes, injured, “cannonading” 
"and foraging for food, the weary but victorious Union sol- 
| diers headed back north. And with them was George D. 
Kistler, a Warsaw boy who kept track of it all. 

Kistler’s handwritten pocket diary recently surfaced 
| | at the North Manchester Public Library. It was found on 
__ the back of an office shelf by Teresa Rice, who became 
library director two months ago. 
| Rice also found a handsomely bound volume of per- 
) sonal war sketches of the members of the Gen. John A. 
| Logan Post No. 199, Grand Army of the Republic. The vol- 
_ume, donated to the North Manchester post by 11 civic 
| leaders in 1890, had been collecting dust in an upstairs 
| storage room. 
| Together, the historical treasures give a rare insight 
+ into the lives of Indiana men who fought in the Civil War. 

Drew three days rations. It is reported it has to do us 
| six. We have been living on pumpkins & corn. To day 
| boill the pumpkins and ... grated the corn & made mush. 

Foraged fresh pork & sweet potato. Do not draw any salt 


| pork. 
— Kistler diary, Oct. 17, 1864 
h Kistler’s diary, not much bigger than an index card, 
| chronicles the everyday life of the regiment in addition to 
| | battles and skirmishes. Without punctuation, his brief en- 
|  tries keep track of the weather and the lack of food. In a 
' clear script, he tells of days when soldiers would prepare 
to march at dawn, and end up sitting around all morning 
| before hiking 20 miles. 
| He keeps tracks of letters he received from his family 
in Kosciusko County, including Henry D. Kistler who 
bought the book for 50 cents on April 8 in Warsaw. 
| George notes he received it in Renngold eight days later. 
_ There are also references to correspondence with a 
a S.W.” But in the daily entries through March 1865, 
tler gives no hint of her identity. 
Kistler even was a meticulous penny-watcher. His 
thing account lists shoes that cost $1.48, a pair of pants 
3.15. He records a plug of chewing ‘ ‘tobaco” oe 
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Glimpse of Civil War emerges _ 
trom pages of long- -lost books 
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Comrade Ballinger enlisted when a youth of 17 Fra u 
after repeated efjorts to do something to aid in crushing — 
the rebellion and considers this one of the important 
events of life to him, that he was permitted to take Hs À 2; i 
in a war that established the Union of the States and Ok ‘6 
free four millions of human beings. 

— War sketch of John H. Ballinger, born Jan. D 1947 

in Lagro : 
The account of Ballinger’s 1% years of service is the last — 
complete sketch in the gilded, bound volume. The 59 men : ie 
described in a bold script hailed from Wabash County 
and other areas of Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York and Ly 
even Great Britain. a 

Each of the sketches lists dates of service, offices 
served and even describes major battles and “most inti- 
mate comrades.” All are certified as accurate either by the he 
man described or the post historian. ER TAN 

While most of the Post 199 members were in their 
20s during the 1861-65 war, the biography of one Irish- 
man tells why he enlisted at age 48: = 

In October 1861 when traitors … had struck down À 
the flag of his adopted country though ... legally exempt — 
from military service (Thomas Hanley) ‘voluntarily en- 
listed. ... leaving home and family for the front saying A; 
am healthy and vigorous and will do ‚my part 10 main- i 
tain the Union of my adopted country.” H 

It’s men like these who made up the post, ich met 
at the Knights of Honor Hall after it was organized in 
1883. By 1886, the post became the first in the state and 
second in the country to own its own hall. 

In 1898, the post “tendered its services to President 







war with Spain.” And by its 23rd anniversary the post 
and an active Women’s Relive Corps had paid $704. Ei ‘ 
war relief. = 7 
The yellowed pages of the library’s two books. serve 
as a tribute to the men, the memory of whom will a ways PR: 
remain. A card bearing the picture of Oliver Perry Mor- — 
ton, Indiana’s wartime governor, is included in the book. __ 
And in Perry's words, “We owe to them a debt that i Bie te 
istered in heaven, and that can never be repudiated. sap att 
f ti ew Yo £. 
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NOW, THERE’S A NEW 
NAME FOR TERROR. 


DEE WALLACE IN 
RE. 


S33: Se 
SOUTHTOWN HOLIDAY 
15:45 3 


U.S. 27 SOUTH at TILLMAN RD. 
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ultıdate 


Y) BILL SHIRK 
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STARRING 
PETER LUPUS 
MILBOURNE CHRISTOPHER 
Produced by Ron Hostetler, Eddie Beverly, Ir 


& Stephen Mevers 


Execute Produce 
BILL SHIRK 


EDDIE BEVERLY JR. | 


Filmed in Indiana 


Original S.reenplay by 
STEPHEN MEYERS 


Director À Photography 
STEPHEN POSEY 


Edited by 
RON HOSTETLER 


AST =I®) en “Tootsie” (PG) . 


onus 
Bo 


“DRIVE-IN 


“Rocky il!” (PG) ft 


Gotew 
Bargain 
6:00 $2.00 


Yooks 1401 
N be Ah) 


AST. 30 749 #314 


INCOL ES 


~norouies™ (PR) | 


2:00-4:30-7:00- “Tootsie” (PG) 


Bonus Fri. & Sat. 
“Rocky fii” (PS) 


Open at 7:00 


A UNIVERSAL PICTURE 
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SE re s TEICHER THEATRES; INC 

:DO-IT- FOR A DOLL/ 

PONYTOWN ns s100- 
U S A SAT. 7:15-9:30 


SUN. 1:00-3:10 
CAMPGROUND 
5:20-7:30-9:40 
AND 


RECREATION 


CENTER 
331 W. GUMP RD. 
FT. WAYNE, IND. 
637-6827 
CALL FOR INFORMATION - 
JUST MINUTES FROM FORT WAYNE 
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Join now the all new 


Coke YOUTH BOWLING LEAGUES (girls & boys] 


Starting times: 8:45, 11:15, 1:30 
(times may vary slightly at different centers) 


Types of leagues: Bantam — 8 & under 
Preps — 9-11 years old 
Junior — 12-14 years old 
: Majors — 15 & over 


{ages are determined as of August |, 198: 


N 


Featuring the following: | < 

* Coke bowling shirts to new bowlers. : | 
* Free lessons with certified instructors Saturday at 8:00-8:30 a.m. 
* Coaches on hand all day to supervise and teach. 

* End of season party highlighted by presentation of trophies, 


patches, certificates, etc. 
* Organize your own team or enter individually. (We will place you 


on a team.) 
* Thanksgiving and Christmas Tournaments. 


Sign up early — Don’t get shut out. 









Registration thru September 5 — 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
= Cost $3.00 — includes: 


3 games of bowling and rental shoes, 
6-pack of your favorite Coke product to take home. 
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CITYSCAPE 
Tiny park 
once camp 
for army 


‘Camp Allen Park is a cozy little 
playground just on the edge of a 
quiet portion of the Nebraska 
Neighborhood, between West Main 
Street and the St. Marys River. Be- 
-cause of flooding there in March, 
1982, pile-drivers are at work now, 
shoring up the dike along the river 
next to Camp Allen Drive. 

But more than a century ago, be- 
tween 1861 and 1865, the area was 
the busiest and most exciting center 
of activity in Fort Wayne. These 
were the years of the Civil War, and 
Camp Allen was the recruiting ren- 

 dezvous for all of northeastern Indi- 
ana. During the four years of the 
war, thousands of Hoosiers enlisted 
and got their first taste of military 
life in Fort Wayne. 

When President Abraham Lin- 
coln first called for volunteers to de- 
fend the Union on April 15, 1861, af- 
ter the outbreak of war with the 
Confederacy, many Allen County 
residents, like others throughout 
Indiana, rushed to join the army for 
what they believed would be a short, 
glorious adventure. But at that time 
there was no formal recruit depot in 
the area, and the local companies of 
volunteers who signed up at the 
courthouse quickly went to the state 
camp in Indianapolis. From there, 
after almost no training, the men 








Camp Allen, a Civil War 
recruiting sitein Fort Wayne, 
would have looked much like 
the scene above when groups 
such as this one, Company H 
(from LaGrange), 44th Indiana 
Infantry, prepared to leave for 


. battlegrounds in the south. The 


44th was composed almost 
entirely of Northeast Indiana 
men, many of them from Allen 
County. 


from Allen County, as part of the old 


‘Ninth Indiana Regiment of Volun- 


teers, were sent to the theaters of 
war im western Virginia. This was 
the first Indiana engagement with 
the southern Rebels. . 

After the first patriotric rush to 
war and in the wake of the horrors of 
the first battles, it became clear that 
a more organized and regular ap- 
proach to recruitment would be nec- 
essary. 2 

Surprising as it may seem today, 
the establishment of a military camp 
was entirely a local affair. Fort 
Wayne community leaders were 
eager to make the city an official 
rendezvous point for all recruits of 
northeastern Indiana. A committee 


Photo: Carl Hartup/The News-Sentinel 


Camp Allen Park, near'St. Marys River, today. 
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Among the men of Indiana C 


of citizens was formed to work out 
the details of choosing a site, fund- 
ing, and building the camp struc- 
tures. The city government, with the 
help of private contributions, finally 
raised the necessary money and the 
camp was built, at a cost of $1,312. It 
was first named Camp Fort Wayne, 
but the Indiana Adjutant General, 
perhaps responding to the large con- 
tribution made by the County Com- 
missoners to help pay for the camp, 
changed its name to Camp Allen. 

The first commandant of Camp 
Allen, appointed by Governor Oliver 
P. Morton, was Col. Hugh B. Reed. 
Reed, an outspoken Republican and 
a druggist by trade, had come to 
Fort Wayne from Cincinnati in 1845. 
He later served in one of the area mi- 
litia, the Kekionga Guard, and was a 
director of the Fort Wayne branch of 
the Bank of the State of Indiana. Af- 
ter overseeing the creation of several 
regiments, Reed left Camp Allen to 
take command of the 44th Regiment 
of Indiana Volunteers, nearly half of 
which was made up of Allen County 
men. 

The chief recruiting officer at 
Camp Allen in its first years was 
City Attorney William S. “Popgun” 
Smith, an 1852 settler from 
Maryland (he was agunsmith during 
his first years in Fort Wayne). 

According to the Fort Wayne Da- 
ily Gazette in 1864, Camp Allen was 
a small “tent city” carved out of the 
wooded area across the St. Marys 
River from the old Methodist Col- 





hoto: Courtesy Allen County-Fort Wayne Historical Society 













ompany D, 44th Indiana Volunteers, 
who joined the Civil War, leaving from Camp Allen in Fort Wayne, 
were, from left, Abraham Foote of Harlan; John Wentworth, of 
Hall’s Corner, and James McBrattney of Fort Wayne. 


lege (then located at the present day 
corner of Wayne and Thieme 
Streets). It was about a quarter of a 
mile from the bridge near Orff’s Mill 
(today’s West Main Street bridge). 

There were 24 tents on the west- 
ern side of the camp. The officers’ 
tents were located near the roughly 
built quartermaster’s building (18 
by 24 feet), and an infirmary about 
the same size was built behind the 
privates’ tents. Each company had 
its own table, and food was cooked 
either over a large log fire or on 
open-air stoves. 

Not everyone in Fort Wayne was 
eager to have a military camp at 
their doorstep. John Dawson, the 


acerbic editor of the Democratic 


newspaper, the Fort Wayne Daily 
Times, wondered about “the diffi- 
culties which a body of inactive, 
warm-blooded, promiscuous volun- 
teers might bring about.” The editor 
was quick to point out that Fort 
Wayne at that time (1861) had many 
unwholeome enticements, with its 
more than 180 whiskey and beer 
shops, a score of houses of ill fame, 
‘lewd women in the nearby woods,” 
and a “timid, irresponsible consta- 
bulary.” 

Fortunately, Dawson’s fears of ri- 
ots and unsoldierly abandon were 
not realized. Only two notable dis- 
ect on the community. By and large, 
recruiting practices were relatively 
free of scandal and order was usually 
maintained at the camp. 
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- In the course of the war, thousands of 
troops were assembled at Camp Allen, 


“making up seven infantry regiments and — 


_ one artillery battery. Most of the Allen 
County men served in either the 30th-or 
the 44th Indiana Regiments of Volunteers, 
and both these units served in some of the 
bloodiest battles of the Civil War. The 
30th Regiment, led by Col. Sion S. Bass of 
Fort Wayne, and the 44th, under the com- 

-mand of Col. Reed, the first commandant 
of Camp Allen, suffered heavily at such 

_battles as Shiloh, in April 1862. There, 
Bass himself was killed, and the 44th lost 

. more than 200 men, taking heavier casuali- 
ties than any other unit in the battle. 

These regiments, and others such as the 

: 74th, the 88th, and the 100th, all raised at 
Camp Allen, went on to fight in the great 
conflicts of the western theater, at Chicka- 
mauga (Georgia), Stone’s River (Tennes- 
see), Missionary Ridge (Tennessee) and in 
Sherman’s March to the Sea after the bat- 
tle of Atlanta. By the end of the war, Allen 
County had sent 4,103 men to serve, of 
whom 489 died and many hundreds more 
suffered wounds. This was a heavy toll for 
a county which in 1860 had a population of 
less than 30,000. 


ee the Wer, Camp Allen war: 


abandoned until August 1884 when more 
than 5,000 Indiana veterans gathered at 
the site for a reunion, and held a huge pa- 
rade through downtown Fort Wayne. In 
the years afterward, families moved into 
the area as the neighborhood expanded. 
Finally, in 1912, the city bought a portion 
of the old camp, created Camp Allen Park 
| and changed the name of Bluff Street to 


ENFANT ETES 


By BRUCE D. RHODEWALT 

If somebody told you Def Leppard — 
the English band whose third LP is called 
“Pyromania” — was a heavy-metal band, 
you might dismiss them as a bunch of rude 
outs. : 


: Okay. Now, imagine five young men, all : 
-F with neatly styled, shoulder-length hair, 


and all wearing nice clothes that their 
mothers could’ve selected for them — 
scarves, clean white pants or jaunty little 
running shorts with a Union Jack design 
and trim-fitting but tasteful knit shirts. 
“That’s just the way we are,” explains 
Joe Elliott, Leppard’s 23-year-old lead 
singer, in a thick but charming northern 
English accent. “We never wanted to look 
like tramps. Some of these bands, like Mo- 
torhead, just sort of turn up in their car- 
mechanic overalls, with unwashed hair. To 
me that is really abusing the audience.” 
Elliott attributes Def Leppard’s 
squeaky-clean image to the band member’s 
upbringing. “We’re very working-class, but 
you ve got to have a certaï” _ount of self- 
respect. Otherwise, you just fall in the gut- 
ter like everybody else. We all had proud 
parents who would go out of their way to 
make sure we didn’t go to school with holes 
in our trousers, or our shoes falling to bits.” 
“Yeah,” agrees Elliott’s tender-looking 
and polite partner, 22-year-old guitarist 
Steve Clark. “If you got holes in your shoes 
or your trousers, then your dad would go 
without ‘a drink for a week to make sure 
you got a new pair.” 5 
Going without a drink for week may not 
seem like a big deal, but it is in a place like 
Sheffield, the old industrial city in north- 
ern England where the members of Def 
Leppard reside. “It’s pretty grim there,” 
says Clark. “There are a lot of people on 
unemployment. It’s not a very nice place to 
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Def Leppard will perform at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday at the Memorial Coliseum, 
4000 Parnell Ave. Tickets, $9 limited ad- 
vance, $10 after, are on sale at Coliseum 
box office and record stores. 


The band — Elliott, Clark, 19-year-old 
drummer Rick Allen, 22-year-old bassist 





Rick Savage and 23-year-old guitarist Phil. 
Collen — doesn’t like to refer to its music © 
as heavy metal, preferring the tag “hard. 
rock,” thereby separating itself from the . 


“cloven hoofed” bands that wallow in the 
worn-out Satan-in-chains image. Also, El- 
liott insists, “Everybody thinks bands like 
us have no intelligence and that all we do is 
write songs about partying all night ... We 


- might do that, but we don’t write about it 


allthe time.” _ > 
To call Def Leppard the Bay City Rol- 
lers of heavy metal would probably be 
pushing it. But the comparison is tempt- 
ing, considering how young the band mem- 
bers and their following are. And how 
wholesome. Why, these guys even take 


part in sports, playing tennis, soccer and | 


golf during the free time on their tours. 

In fact, Def Leppard represents a sort 
of new breed of heavy-metal band. The 
group was formed in Sheffield in 1977, af- 
ter Elliott joined bassist Savage and a gui- 
tar player named Peter Willis in a local 
heavy-metal group called Atomic Mass. 
When Allen and Clark came on board, the 
band changed its name to Def Leppard, a 
tag thought up by Elliott. 


The group started as a cover band, be- 


coming proficient at duplicating songs by 
the likes of T. Rex and Thin Lizzy. But 
soon, they realized it was a dead end that 
would keep them playing pubs for the rest 


of their lives. So they began writing their . 


own songs, and in the do-it-yourself spirit 
af the nunk ara thev financed the 


leased their first LP, On througl 
Night. A second album, High ’n’ Dry 
lowed in 1981. Thanks to pristine pr 
tion by Foreigner and AC-DC vet 
Lange, the LP became a radio hit 
cracked the U.S. Top 40, paving th: 
for “Pyromania,” which also was pro 
by Lange and features new guitarist ( 
(a replacement for Willis, who left aft 
band completed U.S. and European 
in support of High’n’ Dry). _ 
= As heavy-metal — or hard-ro 
bands go, Def Leppard belongs in the 
league as Cheap Trick — very popp} 
fortunately, though, they add little 1 
already tired formula laid down ov 
years by hundreds of other bands. 
contrary to Elliott’s claims, about h 
the band’s songs — and at least as 
onstage patter — is devoted to the te 
partying. > # 
“That’s the stage thing,” says E 
“That’s part of the entertainment 
kids like us to do that. We like to di 
well, but we don’t write about it a 


time. And a lot of people seem to thin 


that’s it, that we don’t have opinio 
‘anything else.” BS 
“As far as we’re concerned,” 
Clark, “we all have opinions on dif 
things, but just because you're in a 
and you can broadcast them doesn’t 
your opinion is Seht Besides, kids 
want to go to work all day and theı 
somebody raving about living on the 
For this generation of teen-ager 
Leppard seems to offer a good deal 
tertainment value. | 


© 1983 Los Angeles Times Syndicate 
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ik make me an instrument of 
Thy peace; where there is 
hatred, let me sow love; where there 
is nee pardon; where there is 
Soubt, faith; where there is Sespair, 
hope; where there is Sarkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, jou: 
Ü Divine Master, grant that { may 
not so much seek to be consoleS 
as to console; to be understoos, as 
to unéerstan$; to be loved, as to 
love; for it is in giving that we re- 
ceive, it is in pardoning that we 
are pardoned, and it is in Sying 


that we are born to eternal life. 
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Salt Lake City, as the building had not been 
completed very long until it became badly 
swageed and its ungainly appearance gave 
it a name that clung to the school for many 
years and it was known as the “Sway-back” 
schoolhouse, but by those who did not like 


SESS Oasys re = 
JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP. 


BYER ir MEN ING! 


- Jefferson township, located in the south- 
east corner of Whitley county, is the young- 
est township in the county in regard to both 
Organization and settlement. It isa regular 

sovernment township of thirty-six sections 
ane is hounded on the north by Union town- 

Ship, on the cast br boite township in Allen 

soi ON hee South Jackson township 

in Huntington County Ed om the west hy 

Washington township. er 
ogee Lf Mav seem strange to the present gen- 

eration that the first settlements in the coun- 
ty were made among the hills of the northern 
part, While the beautiful level land in \Wash- 
ington and Jefferson townships were left: 
but this is accounted for from the fact that 
at the time of the first settlements this part 
of the county presented a very forbidding 
appearance, a great part of it being covered 
‘by swamps and swales and the balance or 
| higher portions were covered with a heavy 
growth of timber. Also at that time à great 
deal of the hest Jand was held by speculators. 
Lot S. Bayless, of Allen county, Samuel 
Hanna, of Fort Wayne, and Charles Lewis, 
of Huntington, were among the large land 
owners of the township. Another reason 
why settlers avoided this part of the county 


& 
= 
a 
+ 
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EST 
a ak fe i ak 


_ ception. In‘ order to reach his land he fols >, 


‚his way south to his land. 























that name called it hracy schoolhouse, i 

The old “Sway-back” schoolhouse has. Ÿ 
long since served its time and the district is à 
‚Dow supplied with a modern brick school 
building and Miss Grace Alexander is the 


present teacher. 


was that the “ague,” the terrible disease of 
that period, was not so severe int its ravages 
among the lulls as it was around the swamps 
of Washington and Jefferson townships, 

The first permanent settler was Muses 
Fairchild, who was born in Fairfield county. 
CONS UE =1 745 When a voung ma 
he worked by the month until he had: ae.” 
cumulated one hundred dollars, and in 1837 i 
he joined the tide of Western emmgration and: 
in his travels visited this part of Indiana = 
and, being pleased with the appearance of - 
the country, entered the West halt of the =. 
southeast quarter of section iS. in what was. ex 
Jefferson He: m-= = 3 oS 
mediately returned to Ohio, where he re | & 


afterward township. 


mained one year, Making money with which 
to beein life in the Wilderness of Indiana. 
In September: 1838, he came west with his 
family, which consisted of his wife and one os 
child, which he left at Lot Bavless’s, who 

was living in Allen county, near the fing 
until he could build a cabin. for their re. 2 


lowed a road cut by Wilham Plummer, who 
Was located in the southern part of Union : 
township, and from Mr. Plummer's he ext 
Here, with the 
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ae men, ale erected a rude cabin, 
by eighteen feet, into which light 
itted | through one small window 
»y u: a section from one of the 
Into this shelter, with no floor or 
, he moved his family, and shortly 
dded a puncheon floor, a fire-place 
stick chinmey, and a table made of 
ds and fastened to the side of the 
At this time, two dim Indian 
re the ncarest approach to a road 
township, amd soon after his settle- 


his giving Sin a veri Hiroe 
Fort Wayne. This took twelve days 
abor, was the first permanent road 
wnship. and has ever since heen 
the “‘Vatrehild road.” | 





Pairchild’s wife, Eve. dicd August 
leaving a family of six children. 
FE dyine soon afters the mother’s 
ad a dauehter, Ann. dying some 
The husband and father sur 
til June 3, 1879, when he died 

Gof sixty-cight years and his remains 
ed in Oak Grove cemetery, three 
mitheast of Columbia City. Moses 
Was an eccentric character, with 
ehe ation, but was a shrewd busi- 
a successful farmer and acquired 
ble property. He owned the first 
“reaper and mowing machine in 


im on horseback, sow ing oats broad- 
th a covering over his horse's head 
he grain out of its ears. Tt was 
he could not be lost in the woods 
Ms time. When others became lost 
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The writer well remembers | 


2339 


direction and say, “That is the way to go,’ 


Strike right out and soon it would be proven | 


that he was right. Only two of his children 
are living at this writing and both are resi- 
dents of Jefferson township. They are Mrs. 
Mary Jane Brock, wife of Samuel Brock, 
and Solomon Fairchild, who enjoys the dis- 
tinction of being the oldest permanent resi- 
dent of the township, having been a con- 
Unuous resident since September, 1838. 
About the time Fairchild settled in the 
western part of the township, or perhaps a 
year or two before, à man br the name of 
Dunlap settled in the eastern part on the 
county Jine m section 24, on the farm now 
owned by Michael Oser. He erected a small 
cabin and cleared a few acres. If the meager 


accounts concerning him can be relied upon, 


he remained in the township only about one 


Verne During Tis: residence here lie lost à 
staal child which was buried in \lenzeoun- 
WEIN eWas perhäpsc thesis deities 
White person in the township. 

Nathaniel® Decker, became st resident of 
Jefferson township äbont the VOUT S 10. 
and occupied the cabin vacated by Dunlap. 
Te was a remarkable hunter and trapper 
and was known. 25 “[lunter Decker,” or 
"Bloody Decker.” When he killed a deer, 
he would throw it across his shoulder and 
carry it home; thus his clothes would nearly 
always be bloody, hence his name, “B loody 
Decker.” -His rifle was: an old-fashioned 
flint lock, the barrel alone w eighing 
cighteen pounds, and one pound of lead 
made only twenty bullets for his gun. He: 
was an expert bee hunter and could look 
squarely at the sun and not wink an (SRS 
He was a very tall man, and the stumps of 
the trees that he cut down were from twelve 
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to sixteen inches higher than those. cut by 
an ordinary man. He could stand erect 
and touch his knee-pans with the tips of his 
fingers. Mr. Decker was a man of family 
and it is said that if a stranger approached 
his cabin in the summer time, the children 
would scatter to the woods like so many 
pheasants. Among. the children were two 
girls named Alabama and Louisiana. Mr. 
Decker and his family left Indiana in 1851 
going to Illinois and afterward drifting to 
Missouri. It is said that during the war of 
the rebellion he and one son wore the gray, 
while two of his sons fought under the stars 


‚and stripes. Mr. Decker was an expert 


oarsman, and during the war he was hired 
to row some men across the Mississippi river. 
When he reached the opposite shore the 


‚wind was blowing so hard that he was afraid 


to undertake the return trip. Tle laid down 
fits boat to await the falling of the wind 
and being very warm from rowing, took: cold 
While asleep. which developed pneumonia 
from whieh he died. 

While living in Jefferson township he 
and a brother, Levi Decker, who was stay- 
ing with him at that time. cut down a large 
oak tree for bees. The tree in falling bent 
down a hickory-elm tree until the top nearly 
touched the ground but it did not break 
it, and, becoming loose in swinging back, 
threw a large limb which struck Levi Decker 
and killed him instantly. This happened 
in the winter time, when a big snow was on 
the ground, and Octavius Phelps hauled the 
bo-ly to the house on an ox sled. He was 
buried on a knoll somewhere on section 24, 
neir the reserve line, but the place is now 
plowed over and no one knows the exact 
spot where sleeps the unfortunate bee 
hunter. | : = 


pioneers are now all dead, Henry C. Crowe © 





The next on the list of Jefferson tone: 
ship pioneers is Patrick Clark, of Trish na- 
tivity, who settled on what was afterwards 
the Illinois road, in the spring of 1839. Ik: 
is well known that since St. Patrick's Dar 
frogs and snakes have been unknown in 
Treland, and a little incident which this fact 
explains. is related of Mr. Clark. When 


moving west after his arrival in this coun- _- 





try, he passed a pond where a choras “af 


frogs were “singing,” and he stopped ta get 


“some of those young ducks,” ’as he sup- + 
posed them to be. He continued his efforts 8 
unzil a man came along and gave him a short 2 
lesson in natural history. A number of Mr. _ , 
Clark’s descendants still live in the vicinity ee 
where their ancestor first settled nearly sev- ? 
CHIVANEATS ASO; j 

It is to be regretted that the names and ie 
experiences of all of the old septlers cannot rn | 
be given with greater aceuracy and detail, 71 
but the following list contains the names, so H 
far as obtainable. of those who settled in … À 
the township previous to its organization in ! 


the spring of 1845: Moses Fairchild, Pat- À 
rick Clark. Nathaniel Decker. Jonathan 


ere 


Chadeavne, Israel Poinsett, Anthony Poin- 
sett, William Phelps, James Blee, Thomas 
Blee, William Blee, Latham Blee, Absalom 
Bayless, Thomas McGlaughlin, Robert 
Gage, Michael C. Crowel, Leonard S. 
Maring, Clement Deering. Henry C. Crowel, 
Chancy Tadley. Benjamin F. Davis, John 
Chandler, John McTaggart, James Mec- 
Dorman, James Kincaid, Daniel Darcus, : 
Hiram IT. Clark and Robert S. Bell. As = 
near as can be learned, the above named : 


: uhren RE a nd à 





Wayne, Indiana, January 14, 1906, in his 


being the last to pass over. He died in Fort : \ | 
ninetieth vear.. a 
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Tenatliar Chadeayne was.a blacksmith 
1 and erected the first forge in the tow nship, 
À which was located on section 34. Mr. 
» Chadeayne afterward sold his property in 
j the township and invested his all in a canal 
4 boat and a cargo of corn, but while on his 
, + to Toledo with his load, the boat was 
3 sunk near that city and the corn lost. Soon 
a after this, Mr. Chadeayne died in Toledo. 

D Anthony. Poinsett was a noted hunter. 
| He owued the northwest quarter of section 


Patch.” He tad married in New Jersey, 


“died and left a little daughter in the cast. 
„Mr. Poinsett made his home in W hitley 
4 county until the spring of 1884, when a niece 
q “came from the east and took him home with 
cher. 

William Phelps settled on the northeast 
a » marter of section 25, in November. ISAT. 
He emigrated from Franklin county, Ohio, 
| ten miles north of Columbus, making the 
trip in a wagon in which he hauled his 
= family and household goods and drove a 
© number of cattle, hogs and sheep. Mr. 
© Phelps afterward moved to Allen c ity, 
‚near Fort Wayne, where he.diec He 
a5 the first road supervisor in Jeffe:son 
township and his district included the whole 
Btomsiship, His son, Octavius Phelps, still 
F fesides in Jefferson tow nship, on section 25, 
where he has lived continuously since 1841, 
3 except a short time that he resided in Allen 
county. He was born June 8, 1825, has 
Staught school and been an honored and use- 
# ak Citizen. 
The Diee brothers settled in Jefferson 
: Cr in December, 1841. They were 
RM in Ireland and came to America in 


29, a portion of which he named the “Buck 


before coming to Indiana, but his wife had - 
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1833. The brothers, James, John and Wiley 


liam, lived for many years in a large brick 


house on their farm in section 25. They. ? 
never married and lived to be very old. | 


In the fall of 1843, a company of emi- 
grants left Richmond county, Ohio, with 
ox teams, with the intention of making 
homes in the western wilderness. Their 
first stopping place in Indiana was at An- 
derson, in Madison county, and a part of 
the company spent the following winter at 
Marion, Grant county. Leonard S. Maring 
and his brother, Calvin, and two brothers-in- 
law, Ira Jackson and Robert S. Bell, pushed 
northward to Huntington, where they were 
induced by Charles Lewis to visit some land 
that he had for sale in the southern part of 
Whitley county. Mr. Lewis accompanied 
them on their prospecting tour, and after 
looking at several tracts of land. they re- 
turned to Huntington. not very well pleased 
with the looks of Whitley county. How- 
ever, after some further prospecting, they 
returned to Whitley county and each pur- 
chased land in what is now Washington and 
Jefferson townships. Mrs. Leonard S. 
Maring drove the oxen and wagon, while 
her husband and companions cut the road 
through the woods to their land. Mr. Mar- 
ing erected a log cabin on the piece of land 
purchased by him, being a part of the south- 
east quarter of section 24, in Washington 
township, and moved into the same, January 
I. 1844, in the meantime, camping out, 


sleeping in the covered wagon and cooking 


by a log heap. The vicinity was known for 
many years after as the “Maring’s settle- 
ment,” and is located about one mile south 
of the village of Forest. Several other fam- 
ilies soon located here and in 1847 the set- 
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tlement had increased to quite a colony. 


Mr. Maring soon disposed of his land to his 
brother Jacob, and purchased the west half 
of the northeast quarter of section 18, in 
Jefferson township, which was ever after his 
home and where he died February 22, 1892. 

Up to this time the township had not 
been organized for the transaction of busi- 
ness and at the presidential election of 1844 
a number of the residents went to Washing- 
ton township to cast their votes. In the 
spring of 1845 4 number of the residents of 
tlie territory petitioned the board of county 
commissioners to organize the township for 
civil purposes, and when the petition was be= 
ing circulated several names were suggested. 
Some proposed “Raccoon,” in honor of Rac- 
coon Village in the southeast corner of the 


township on the Wabash & rie Canals 


others favored Polk,” as James (RL 


was then the newly elected President oT the 
Enited® States; sAtoses {airchild the. first 
permanent settler of the township and who 


vas 70 native Of Lairheld. County, Ohio, 


wanted the township named. “Fairfeld. 
Chancy Hadley was the last to sign the: pe: 
tition and after writing his name, he wrote 
the words “Jefferson Township” on the out- 
side of the paper. Ile and his family had 
recently moved from Jefferson township, 
Richland county, Ohio, and in remembrance 
of his old home he desired that the new 
township be called “Jefferson.” When the 
petition was presented to the board of com- 
missioners. the name ‘Jefferson’ was 
adopted, and it was ordered that “the<cit= 
izens of said township meet at the dwelling- 
house of Michael C. Crowel, in said town- 
ship, on the first Monday, in April, 1845, 


thei and there to open and close an election 


according to law, and elect a justice of iba 
peace and all township officers that the Ee 
requires; that Michael C. Crowel be jp. 
spector of said election and that they do the 
civil business under the name apd style af 
Jefferson township.” 

Pursuant to the above order, ten voters 
met at Mr. Crowel's on Monday, April + 
1845, and set running the political machinery 
Of the- township: Nir Crowel’s residence 
was on the northwest quarter of section &, 
on the Illinois road. : The ten voters, ‘as 
nearly as can be learned, were: Michael C. 
Patrick Clark, Jonathan Chadeayne, Leon- 
ard S.. Marine, Latham Blee, James Blee, 
Chaney. | ladiey ands Robert. SeBell. For 
justice of the peace, Le mard S. Maring re- 
ecived nine votes and Jonathan Chadeayne 
one vote. Latham lee was elected one of 
the hoard. oi tristees, but the names of the 
other. officers elected could not be learned. 
Ar Marine soon-atter filed his bond. with 


“+ 
} 


Michael C: Crowel and Moses lairchild as 
sureties thereon. and. qualified as the frst 
justice of the peace of Jefferson township 
and held the office three years: he was 
also a member of the township board ot 
{rustees trom 1848 to 1851. 

In 1844 Benjamin. F. Davis and his 
brother-in-law, John Chandler, settled 08 
the farm now known as the Samuel Braden 
farm. whielt-is the southeast quarter ct se 
tion 23. They erected a double log cabin, 
Davis occupying one room and Chandler 
the other. Mr. Davis and his wife’ wert 
well: educated, and here in. the spring Ol 


; : a 
1845, in the room occupied by the tamı! 


Ars. Davis taught the first school in Jeter: 


son township. She was paid by suhserit 
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a Eon and had a school of about seventeen 
: mal scholars. . Mr. Davis came from Cam- 
en, Jay county, Indiana, where he had an 
interest in a nursery and it is said that he 
: propagated the celebrated.““Ben Davis” apple. 
“Ate, Davis soon left Indiana and it is said 
‘he went to Arkansas, where he died. 

© Robert S. Bell was a successful hunter 
and during the early days of the settlement 


killed many deer and it is said that he killed 


led during the winter of 1863-66, in 
Moses Stewart's corn field on the farm now 
2 owned by Dr. S. R. White in Washington 
4 township. Once the people of Niece See 
tement were out of meat and Alr. Bell un- 
dertook to ‘supply their wants. In the 
evening he and a companion made their way 
ma pond. nearly a mile away where the 
: desr often gathered and soon the report of 
D à rife told of his success. Soon IL LECANNC 
re dark and there was danger of the hunt- 
ess vetting lost unless they had some guid- 
ance. This was given by Mrs. Philip Mar- 
ing, who blew a conch shell until the men 
came, one carrying a deer and the other the 
gun. Mr. Bell is the hero of a wolf story 
that is worth relating here. Te was roam- 
mg through the woods one day with his 
gun when he found a hollow log in which 
| be ‘discovered some young wolves. At the 
= risk of an attack from the old wolves, Mr. 
Hell érawled into the log and secured the 
yong ones. The county offering a reward 
_ 4 wolf scalps at that time. he took them 
26 Columbia City but was told that he must 
«li them before he could collect the bounty. 
This he did, but they were such innocent 
eoking lttie creatures that to kill them Mr. 


Ts + y 
Beil declired was about the hardest work 


“the last one seen in the vicinity. [his was, 
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he ever did. Mr. Bell claimed to have killed 


four hundred and eighty-four deer; some of ' 


them, however, were killed in Ohio before 
he came to Indiana. He raised a family of 
eight children and the game killed by his 
trusty rifle was a great help in supplying 
their wants. Mr. Bell's home was the south- 
west quarter of section 30, which was his 
home until his death, January 18, 1878. 

Absalom Bayless, who died in August, 
1843, was among the very first of the pio- 
neets tos pass away Hisstemamsiwere 
buried in a lot on the southeast corner of 
section 24, which was made a family burial 
ground and some tall evergreen trees mark 
the spot to-day, 

\When the township was first’ settled, 
Indians were quite numerous and were fre- 
quent callers at the settlers’ cabins. One of 
(heit trails pissede near’ thercabin” of Nr 
Fairchild. where they. frequently called te 
hex a little meal or salt, or to borrow a ket- 
tle to do their cooking. He always treated 
them kindly and in return they would some- 
times bring him a piece of venison or some 
fish, and they sometimes stored their hides 
at his house until they were sold. Leonard 
S. Maring related that at one time he had 
killed a deer which he had hung up near his 
cabin. He had a large dog which he left to 
watch the deer. Soon an Indian approached 
and Mr. Maring had hard work to keep the 
dog from attacking the Indian, who stood 
his ground and kept saying: “Good dog. 
good dog.” He evidently admired a dog 
that was so faithful to his trust. 

Patrick Clark was not so friendly with 
the Indians, and regarded them as a worth- 
less, good-for-nothing set for whom he had 


no use. They would roam over his land with 
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their dogs, cut pates trees for bees and coon, 


which became very annoying to Mr. Clark. 


At one time a band of Indians had camped 
in a deserted cabin on Clark’s land and he 
concluded that*the best way to get clear of 
them would be to tear down thezcabın. 
Accordingly, he took his axe and commenced 
to demolish the building when forty Indians 
came out and slunk aw ay in the woods. Mr. 
Clark's son, Thomas, afterward, in relating 
the incident, declared that he would not 
have done what his father did To alleor 
Jefferson township. 

The Indians that were here when the 
first settlers came, generally were harmless 
and were rarely known to steal, although 
their begging proclivities were equal to those 
of our modern evpsies. 

In thes arly days of the settlement the 
TOUS EST Creme that they 
Nee EST: ae and many a belated traveler 
has been obliged to camp out and build a fire 
to keep the wolves away. Moses Tairchild 
and Patrick Clark once attended a CONVEN- 
tion at Columbia City, where the excitement 
and enthusiasm were so great that ıt was 
near sun-down when they started for home 
and darkness was on them before thev had 
gone manyimiles. \When ther separated to 
take different trails, it was not long before 
they both became lost. Myr. fe airchild finally 
tied his horse to a tree, built à fire and lay 
down to wait for coming day, with the 
Wolves howling all around him. When day- 
light arrived and revealed his situation, he 
found himself near the edge of his: own 
clearing. a 

Game of all kinds was plenty and the 
early settlers would many times have faced 
starvation had it not been for the deer. 





fe à ie 


? turkeys, squirrels and other game that u, 
brought down with the trusty rifle. \ me 
honey was in abundance and added a u 
to the homely fare, while maple syrup and ® 


sugar were depended upon not only to sup. : 3? 
ply the sweets, but to exchange for clothing , Sn 


and other supplies for the family. 


Going to market and to mil! was no = 


pleasant task in those early days, as the 
roads were but wagon tracks through the 
dense woods and the streams all had to be 
forded. The women and children were 
often left alone for days while the husbands. 
and fathers were gone. Most of the settlers. 
went to Fort Wayne for their milling and 
other supplies, and would often h: ive to wait 
a day or two tor their turn at the null, and 
m coming home would sometimes be obliged 
tO camp out two or three days until the 
subsidence of the swollen Streams would 
allow them to cross. Sometimes they would 
plunge through with cattle partly swimming 
and wagon and grist completely under water. 
FXcepting the ague. the settlers generally 
had good health, but sometimes the children 
sickened and the anxious parents worried m 
the rude cabins until relieved by returning 
health or by death.  If-the latter, a father 
would sometimes be compelled to dig a grave 
in the woods for the body of his own child. 


\Who can describe the burial scene when the 


r 


parents are the only mourners? But these 
scenes Were not numerous: for although the 


neighbors were few and widely scattered. ~ 


« . PR +] T2, 
m time of sickness or death there were will Sr, 
ing hands to assist. i Ee 
x + 4 . à rs 
Sometimes, perhaps, a Sturdy proneet 25 
would be laid low by the falling of a giant à 


oak, or by the accidental discharge of a gun. 
and some spot must be selected in which te 
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y the dead. A number of such places 
re e marked in ch tow nship mi early 


Sul Phere once a cal of fresh en 
| Becnated the sacred spot, now grass and 

min are growing unmolested. 

» Three permanent cemeteries are in use 

ë ‘lefferson township at the present time, 
En account of the beginning of which will 
Perhaps be of interest here. 

“About 1850, Samuel Braden, w ho lived 

t that time on the southeast quarter of 

section 23, lost a small child which was 
Muried near the southeast corner of said 
ection. and soon after Mr. Braden deeded 
‘to the public for a burying- ground about 
“one acre of ground. A child of W liam 

AL. Gillespie was the next to be buried there. 
sant Mrs. David=Aker was the first adult 
(Hi to. be interred in the new cemetery. 

“There are perhaps between two or three 
hnnlred graves in the place to-day and it IS 
Low as the “Broxon Cemetery. -\ large 
monument marks the grave of Samuel 

Braden, the donator of the ground, and there 
. also a nice monument at the grave of 
Andrew Scott, who was accidentally killed 
4 pate wolf hunt on February 1, 1854, an ac- 
“count of which will be found at another 
© place in this history. 
a The body of Mrs. Albert Hatfield, 
7 wther of James M. Hatfield, of Hunting- 

i „ton, has Jain in this old cemetery for more 
= than forty years, and a few feet from her 
© grave is the grave of her mother, Jane Dyer, 
{who was born in Virginia in 1784, and a few 
jr: fect further away lies Sarah Jeffries, a half 
= sister of Mrs. Hatfield, who was born on 


a, 


4 
= the first day of the nineteenth century. Jane 
er had a brother, Robert Buckles, who 


7: 
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HS: 
IT OM 


2 
- 
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was a soldier in the army of General An- 
thony Wayne in his campaign in 1793-4 
against the forces of Little Turtle, when that 
great Indian chieftain was defeated and 
routed, but the life of Robert Buckles, given 
up on the banks of the Maumee, was a part 
of the price paid for that victory. 

Elza Roberts, one of the pupils at the 
old red schoolhouse near by, became a sol- 
dier in the war of the rebellion, but died 
in the service and his body was brought back 
and buried in tlits cemetery. 

On saturday. May 22455-1850, Flora 
Catharine Maring, daughter of Leonard = 
Marine, died, aged eight vears-and one 
month. The parents decided to bury their 
child on the home farm for the present and 
perhaps in the future the remains could be 
removed to a more desirable spot. -\ccord- 
inelv «after a funeral service at the old 
family residence. on a beautiful spring Sab- 
bath morning, conducted by Rev. Keplinger. 
she was buriel in what was then a corner of 
the woods, “jackson Ihrig dug the grave 
and this was the beginning of Evergreen 
cemetery on section 18, Soon after, James 
Dunfee and several others were buried there 
and it was decided to make the place a per- 
manent burial ground, and Mr. Maring and 
Minard Lefever each deeded to the public 
one-half acre of ground for that purpose. 
Some bodies were removed from other places 
and re-interred there and the city of the 
dead has steadily grown until it now contains 
several hundred graves. 

Four soldiers of the war of 1812 were 
buried in Evergreen cemetery. They are, 
John. Ihrig, who died April 19, 1867. 
Zephaniah Bell, died March 29, 1876, Philip 
Maring, died September 17,1 1879, and David 
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Jackson, who died in August, 1883, aged 
ninety-seven years. 
Many years ago, Anderson Smith laid 
off a plat of ground near the northwest 
corner of section 15, and donated it for a 
A child of Mr. Smith is 
sail to have been the first person buried 


public cemetery. 


there, which was the beginning of what is 
known as Sand Bank cemetery. Among the 
pioneers buried there may be mentioned: 
James Broxon, Thomas Kemp, Rev.. Heze- 
kiah Maddox, John Saures, John Robinett, 
Henry Londt, Oliver Smith, etc. 

Thomas Kemp was one of the early set- 
tlers of Jefferson township, and in his time 
Was quite a character. He served a term as 
township trustee and in 1873 he was the 
township assessor and Jand appraiser. In 
politics he was a strong Democrat and in 
religious faith he was an ardent Universalist. 
Mr. Kemp died in August, 1880, 

Maddox 


noted character in the early history of Jelfer- 


Rev, Flezekiah wase anotlet 


son township... lleswas a minister of the 
New Light Christian chureh and conducted 
a large number of funerals in the surround- 
ing country. He died in March, 1800. 
For some years after the first settlement 
of the township, it was customary for the 
settlers occasionally to engage in a wolf or 
fox hunt, sometimes called a circle hunt. 
in which a certain territory would be sur- 
rounded and at a designated hour all would 
march to the center, the lines being under 
the charge of captains. All game that was 
driven in would be corralled in an open field 
Dheslast 
hunt of this kind in Jefferson township was 


on Saturday, February 8, 1873. When the 


and then the fun would begin. 


lines came together near the center of the. 
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we 5 


township in a field, it was discovered har 


only one fox was in the enclosure and the 
fun was of short duration, as some one 


threw a club at the fox which struck it on 3 


the head and killed it instantly. - | 
On Wednesday, February r, 1854, some 


of the settlers residing in the southeastern . 


part of Whitley county, in conjunction With 
those living in the adjoining parts of Hunt- 
ington and Allen counties, engaged in a 
wolf hunt which had a very sad ending, 
James AT. Hatfield, now of Huntington, and 
who as a small boy was living near the ter- 
mination of the hunt at the time, wrote an 
interesting account of the incident on the 
fiftieth anniversary of its occurrence, which 
was published in the Huntington Herald of 
February 6,1904. Through the kindness 
ot Mr. Hatheld, Tam permitted to copy the 
article, which is in part as follows: 

lift. years ago the pioneers of the north- 
eastern portion of Tuntington county, the 
southeastern part of Whitley county and the 
adjoming parts of Allen county, engaged 
ma wolf drive in the hope of exterminating 
that pestiferous creature. 

Considerably more than a township in 
area was surrounded by lines of sturdy 
hackwoodsmen, each armed with a trusty 
rifle. who carefully advanced to the center 
of the encircled territory, making every ef - 
fort to drive in such game as then abounded 
in-that thinly populated district. Late in 
the afternoon the lines of hunters concen- 
trated about a small tract of prairie and 
woodland some little distance south of the 
Wabash & Erie canal, not far from Aboite 
Within the lines were seven or eight 
Excite 


ed For ad 
ment became great as the opportunity offere: = 


creel, 
deer and a few wolves and foxes. 
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get a shot at the game thus enclosed, the 

eet seeming to attract the greatest interest. 

fen would shoot into the ring at the game 

sithout taking notice of the fact that scores 

© others were just beyond in the range of 

he buliet being fired. and the danger was 

nerensed by the fact that “buck ague” made 
ir shots of excellent marksmen, so.great 
‘was the excitement prevailing.  Occasion- 
dally a deer would fall and then a score of 
unters would claim the honor of bringing 
How. At one time knives were being 
drawn by some of the excited ones with the 
irpose of enforcing their claims in their 
ssertions of ownership in a slaughtered 
deer, when nearby, from the midst of a num- 
ber of friends there rang out the sharp report 
a pistol and one of those friends sank to 
the earth with a bullet in his brain. he 
leer was forgotten and all gave attention to 
fe unfortunate man, but help was unavail- 
ag. as the spirit of Andrew Scott took its 
Might but a fev hours later. The pistol was 
deine examined by a friend of the owner, 





who could not use it on account of something 
being wrong with the mechanism, when. 
without warning, it was discharged with 
deally effect. The unfortunate turn of mat- 
rs put an end to the wolf drive and it 1S 
Ad known that a single wolf was killed, 
tat those driven in were permitted to escape. 
Fe of those pioneer hunters are left to 
tell the story of that day’s sport and sad 


isin in this city. The next morning, on 
; Mitting his hand in a side pocket of his coat, 
a he brought out a flattened bullet which had 
ss Arsch conic object and with spent force had 

1 Gallen unobserved into the place where 


| 


Do 
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found. Many of those present never forgot 
to. the last hour of life the sensation pro- 
duced by whistling bullets coming all too 
close for comfort. 
But a few rods away from the scene of 
the occurrence here related is the battle 
ground, on the banks of the Aboite river, 
where, years before, a band of Indians com- 
pletely exterminated an armed force of 
whites. Less than a mile from this place 
of carnage, just north of the traction line, 
stands the old brick mansion of Ben Ruffner, 
who was a king among his fellows half a 
century ago, and whose home was the won- 
der of the hardy backwoodsmen of that day. 
The artificial waterway which permitted 
weil laden boats to sweep past his door-yard 
from spring until fall, has long since fallen 
terete cea cil placesthe trace jonzcat 
flies at rapid speed, propelled by a power 
then unknown. 

Vhe pioneer of fitty years ago ct mquered 
the forest and planted homes for succeeding 
generations in places scemingly for all time 
the abiding place of the wolf. His unerring 
rifle brought down the last of the Hleet-footed 
deer, and the generations are wondering 
whether the stories told of that animal's 
presence are based upon facts, or whether 
some wild dream has been taken for history. 
All honor to the few remaining sons of toil 
of those davs and their comrades who have 
fallen along the way. Those of us now 
living and our successors will long owe them 


a debt of gratitude not easily paid. 


J. M. H. 


J. W. Rea was the man holding the pistol 
when it was discharged. but his name was 
not mentioned by Mr. Hatfield in his write- 











” 
Py + 
J u [ 
I | 
= 
- - 
Yy - 
’ 
i 5 j 
_ e's", 
y - 
’ 
| < 
x 1 
4 
4 
Se 
ss + > 
+ 
s 
N . 
À . 
= 1 
2» = 
LES x 
ne ki 
; + 
at ER 
‘1 À 
wt 
+ 
g + 
j x 
i 





* 
by, 
u en 


ae 


ee 
ac end} 


PR! 
Fr. 


De 2 










T, © CATHEDRAL OF THE IM! \CULAT E CONCEPTION 
1122 CLINTON STREET --© .THEDRAL SQUARE 
FORT WAYNE. | IANA 46802 


August 2lst, 1970 


THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT ON 


June 18th, 1850 


James Clark, son of Patrick Clark and 
« Bridget Clark was joined- in marr : aa 


{ner Margaret Brown, daughter of 
John Brown and Anna Brown 


“ 


BY: Rev. J. Benoit 


WITNESSES: Robert Brown 
William Brown 


DATED: August 21st, 1970 


bo ber. D eh 


Rev. Adam D. Schmitt 
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| 3 Es Patrick vulark was, born in the year 1798, in. Mots 4 
a i Ireland anc recieved his- education there, when a youns ~ 
= m an he emig rated Go. America. “Soon after his arrival. 

j | he settled in „icking vo. He had four chiidren Janes, 


Elizabeth, Thomas-a an Christopher, the last two were 

twins and were born in: the year 1827. His wife died 
= | when the children vers very. sma all. after. ner death i 
D  +<hristorner vas adonted by a good. family in vhio. Patrick 
ll Clark. Was à road contractor. while building + the old = 
= | Gurapike „oad. in vhio, Patrick mas in search of a house 
= A which would be close ‘to his work. ‘Phere was an old shack | 
close %0 this: road and satrick. thought, this is the lace fer 

f£ he 


3 for By tamityané me. - upon Anguiring fron. ‚ae owner if h 
eae could rent the place he was en That house is haunted.” 
E Fit: you thi nie you can live there, it won't cos: you ny 
Bt basing. Pat was & brave Iris an and he replied, eave 
| ee it to ne. 1811 get the ghost 9 and. he. ai id. The Tirson 
| i nightafter h e hac gone 6e bed he near a terrible - 
de aids above. an Me eke were: 80. numerous that they 
i : nade 2 los. of pose en walnuts. after ratrick 
# eh had “caught all of the ghos ts e lived in peace in the 
= oid: ‘shack. James and Thomas were very : small but the each: 
2 | -arove a Aumpcar: and hauled the stone their father broke 
2 | with-hamners.- The little girl stayed home ail day doing 
E 211 she ee ee her facher anc brovhers through 
3 all their hardships. While buildine this ro gad Patrick 
= | heard about la nd for saie in Indiana, One morning in 
4 i Hovember. 1845, he sta: ted..0 ut on foot for Indien: = 
+ “à Och. 17, 1856 = Patrick “barga ained with the pove Buca 


for 400° acres of and in vefferson sownship, “hitley v0. 
48 soon es he had. enough money saved , ‘he. had come 02 


| andiana, walking veree days, ond. en a ‘following che 
= ~ndians trails os : | 
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Es Land. ost. a ana acre. ees hed sreburnes co uh 
> procu ure ‘the money to close. the deal. His second trip 
to indiens was made on horeseback, carrying his money 
in a pack saddle. : After settling for. che: iand he recieved 
“a grant from the government , August eu, 1838  sisned by 
Martin Van. Buren 8th president of the united states. He 
then cleared a small patch and proceeded to build a home, 
He cut poles; set them up: “filling the cracks with mud and ! 
ALerass, made. the root of: bar] and nothing but: the grcund: fort 


the floor.” Patrick Clark was the secondsettler in Jefferson 


sountr, Township, | Whitly GE unty. moses Fairchi 18 ‘; che first 


After building his hone. he returned to Ohio to:bring. his 
chilären to Indiana. T this trip wes made Ana two wasel- 
cart drawn by one horso which brought F& trick Clark and 


„als children ‚with all: of, tv heir belongings over the rough roads 


60° sheir new “ho me in Indiens. u: as a da: rn 
there were ma Ly wild an oe lives would 
follow them. arriving safely, they Lived through the 


ct 


harsh winter in this small, ute „One mig} G wonder what 
this. Tax iy dived. On. Since Patrick dia “Rot fet his Land 
ill sugus at. he would have. heu no + ine” to plant a sunnier 
harvest let: alone a spring Grop. nom put Jour sel fin 


|} Blizapeth's place: with her ‘father ane brothersin tiis 
Email but, with che wouves howling ar: ound. vH ie doors, end 


ony. Indians tor neighbors, this litt! le. girs 4 
5 white woman once a year. Patrick and his boys wel 
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zreit hunters end this. was the Way they got most of their 
ıivtelihood. | ‚heir fire arms were the old flint-iock 
gung. ‘pere wa s,on e store au the time in rort Wayne 


owned by rever Hyser Patrick Clark tr: ed} hides there for | 


| voffee and “such things: ‘they could not. geb. fron the forest 
ne and. in the spring he br ught a | yoke: of oxen as 
ent ad run. “or ne | 
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Meso. you"see he owned a Very Ler: 


|. Language. ‘the site | 
they would “find a bee tree, they. ‚would fet 7 Patrick.clara. à 
| où 
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He Shen out Los 8. and builat. a house, ‘filling the cr racks 
with mud and grass. The. doors were made of boards cut 





5 and. locks «ere of wood, tne. "ground 


. Aninteresting. Sto ory 
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ur vue hors seös return vo the. Yormes home ‚01 tae Lamlıy 


"An Éhio. Fatrick's vhira ena La ÿ - Grip vo ene 100 10e 


Wee: nue” “A £008, nevunming à _hoïsebaCn. Lol His horse. 


BER -v11saveun Keno house for he. Saunen and “pruthe ip PRUs 
her. nairiages. Bee were many „naland, many Living on 
| „otrick waark 5 lana--an. no WALES Lan ay caywhere 


sTsUNG as tat away eats seven ulLeS . + buink OL VAëzv 
vieve 11tvie. pits wild ce “think naa av se Naxaesv OL ärl: 
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‚Later ratrick Clark. took up 00 more. acies. of.land. : 
brach of. land in “hitley! 
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vounty. — ‚Pasrick © ark and the indiana unme very friendly 
Having da ly “indians. ‘tor neighsors he soon: learnei their — 






ere. Very. fond of honey and when 


and hig’ sons Go cut it down: tor then, as ‘they Gis 2 


: know how +0: ‘chop a tree... 
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Patrick chew 4 a board out of a’ Loge and with a 


= reoal for: à peneil. +aughe his chil dren bo write sheix: 


pe. pie 


mes. ane. do ‚some arithmetic. ater € a. school was ovened 


te voesse which the children. ‚attended. A this tine they = 


were ali. pas ab sixteen years “Of. ee! ee was the 
nearest’ piece. for tra ae: and ‚ehurch- The trail wes | 
marzed by blezed irees |mheyarove oxen ue te a 
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cart when making the bein. which required two dars AV Th 
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cenetery was yiere the- ‘cathedral now sian ds. When the 


present vathed! ‘al was. Lt he cemet eryuas. moved to 
wast is now south I Fort ayney atrick „lark suffered a. 
stroke of apoplexy and ae bedfast. for two years, he 
suffered a second stroke and died ‘in December 1858, 
pis 60tn Jess. He died int ne. Log house whica he had 5 
buildt. „Father Bencit ‘conducted. the funeral at thy Cathe- 
aral, and the body was aid to rest in the cenetery south | 
or Fort an Thomas. "„lark went “for she priest to pre~ ft 
re his father for. ‘qeath. He book two Horses, one 9° Lt ei 
show aud the other ¢ a fast one. On the return n trip he ; 
thaucht to Les Father Benoit réè ride the gentle horse. 
after riding à short distance De noit seid let me 
ave the foxy. horse as that js the kind + Like to ride. 
ate she Bishop of yore wayne sold she cenetery where 


trick Clark was buried anc the body was ; regoved 6° the it 


Arcola vatholic Genetory where At now rests. in the _ 
renily plot. The enilären were ll marrıed before. tne 


eat shéir father. - 


Pane s Clark was woaded +0 angers Brown by 2ather 


Benoit 3% the. Cathedral in rors Wayne. on. Jone 18-1850. 


It states on a certified co: oy. 0€. the marriage ; License e; 
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J 
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taxes S sick- with pnuenoni 12 pot died in the year.-1879." He 


18 puried: in che arcola Lencterg. nanzaret, nis wire 
rived on the farm until tne. year 1904. Shen moved to. 
«025 Heyne ‚and. died with vulia clark: Rondot her Aeugnters 
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| Elizabeth became the ue. of „odert Brown also at. she 


Gataedral in „ort ı jayne. Light ‘children were born of this 
union. John, Ange slizbeth. Janes, william, “arg pert 
Anna and uhristonher £lizabeth ant kobert Brown were 
both taken sick w with pnuenonia and died in the year 
1972. Both are buried int che arcola Cemetery. 

| Thomas. was wedded bo „iotoria. nloph, at. the Ustia- 
éare al in Fort „ayne “by Father Benoiton april 11 1895, 
and. sett led on the homestead. given then Dy his father, 
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and where he mac ie his. home until his death Victoria Hi 
_lovh was born in irance in. the year 1833, and emit rates 


res 
chere. vita. her parents until her marriage. Biv 


chilaren were born t oe ‘this union. The three eidest 
Henry, sohn and Joseph. were born in © une Log cabin 
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She is 86 years old today July Btn (1926). Later a 
frame school was erecged | on n the land owned by Eli and 
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Ananda Yabson. in the. yea hs > 1886 a. brickbuilaine Was 


rected on bh Lan a This 8 still: ‘LA use as a school. 


Thomas Se was taken | euddenly pick with Fe 


and died in th yer Tr 1879. “His: funeral was heid- 25.556. 
pPatrick8s Church, ‘arcola | Father „ilkens o offici=ting. 


Surial was in the arcola a vemetery. victoria Lived on thi 


farn until. Jan. 14th, 1911, when hhe died suddenly. She 
Woe buried Brom the sane. church, F rather nungovan off 
ciating. and was leid v0 rest beside her. husba and. 

Er vbristopher alter. nie adoption always 

touch with his fa acher: 1 hen he ve ag was 25 year: of age 
cane to - pdiana to. visit the family. His fa 

hin eighty 2 icfes of lan Vin 

returned. to. vhio SE ang asked there est about 
1852. One child mary ‘Ellen weg born. wis wife died 


Kastner „ilkıas otii1c1aving and DurLeG : am vHe. rouis 
senétery. He made ALS WLiL: one “hour os ivre his deava- 
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when she was small, and she was adopted. in Ohio. Christ- 
opher nen ca e to five in “indiana staying with his brot 
for a tine. at er he husldt a 108 hut on his farm and. 
Lived alone. ue Lost tract of his aaughter sor many 
years, and Bae -could; not. be found as the tine. of ais 
death. Christophe was found sick in his aut and was: 
qaken to che home. es vhomas , where he died 
in the year 1875 his. fun ner sl was he 14 at Saint zasrick 
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i The sad part: we have to sel about the. family of 
: Patrick Clark is that all four of them together with 
the husband Of. slizbeth died on. less „then e@ month ine 
the year 1879. ans we ee N 
| jo Laere: was. “an opidenie of prune u ÉOLIEN ’ 
| victin Date ne ee > 
Christopher ‘Aiea First on Fobrua ny ge 1879. 
Janes on February. 13, 1879. | 
Thonas on Februa ry let yy 18; 9. = 
Elisabeth on February 23rd. 18/0. 
+ Robert Brown on ‘March 1st. 1879. | 
This marks the end of ‘the children of Pat trick Clark : 
who had. been 50 happy toge: ner. help ping one an ‘ther throusn a 
ali their joys and BOLTOWS ae het have now an to their} 
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THOMAS 
CLARE 
THE CATHEDRAL Or THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
1122 CLINTON ST: ET -- CATHEDRAL SQUARE 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46802 


August 21, 1970 


THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT ON 


April 11,-1855 


Thomas Clark, son of Patrick Clark and 
Bridget Dowe is was joined in Marriage 


TO: Victoria Elof, daughter of 
Nicholas Elof and Frances Manier 

BY: Rev. J. Benoit 

WITNESSES: James Clark 


‘hristopher Clark 
Francis Elof 


(2. Cin, bent? 


eees 02409 ee ee eee © © 0e € 


Rev. Adam Schritt 


Dear Mrs. Rondot, 


You can cut these notations from the record if you 
Desire. But the last names Of Mrs. Clark and Mrs. Elof 
were difficult to decipher - what appears on the record 
is about the best I could do - possibly Dowans could be 
just Dowan or Donavan. 

The information on these records are the sum totals 


of all the notations on the records. 


Our death records are non-existent after 1854, so 
I am not able to give you the death record of Patrick ¢yYdy 
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FAMILY GROUP No. 4:20 Husband's Full Name GLEN AiPHınseßRoNDoT 


This Information Obtained From: jhuebend’S Day Month Year |City, Town or Place _ County or Province, etc. State or Country | Add. Info. on Husband 


uU AUG 189) ALLEN CO jNDIAW 
—————————— — — — — — 
& Ave /93j 


Mar. 
Death |2 Jue /963 | Fr.waywe ALLEN Co. /NDIAWA | 
cé Burial S JoVe 1908| Fr WAYWE ALLEN, Co,  INDJAWA | LINDEN MOOD 
EN Places of Residence _ SIG JACKSON ST. FT WAYWE / ND. 
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In Memory of 


JOSEPH J, COCHOIT 
Born February 5, 189 
Died June 29, 1972 


May God protect you all the day 
long till the shadows lengthen, and 
the evening comes and the busy 
world is hushed, and the fever of 
life is over, and your work is done. 
Then, in His mercy, may He grant 
you a safe lodging, and a holy rest 
and peace at the last. Amen. 
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Central Catholic class 

of ‘30 plans 50th reunion 

Fort Wayne — A 50th Anniversary Reunion 
of Central Catholic High School is planned for 
July 9 at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 1601 
Reed Road. 

- CCHS in 1930 was then an all boy school 
aught by the Bothers of Holy Cross from Notre 
Dame. The old Library Hall on the N.E. corner of 
is and Calhoun was then used for the 
ol. It is now the site of the McDougal 
| et 
— The program will open at 7 p.m. with a Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Joseph R. Crowley for the 
living and deceased members of the class. A re- 
union will follow. 

In the class of 1930 there were 46 who grad- 
uated. From this number 19 are known de- 
d. Only two are unaccounted, Jules 
ochoit and Herman Kloepfer. Anyone knowing 
he tous of these two men please notify 
pison Burns, phone 486-2242 or Milton Haf- 

r, phone 483- Le} 24 | PERS 
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COUNSELING... 


could be your 
link to a happier, 
more fulfilled 
daily living! 


Private counseling 


_ Jules Cochoit of 
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| tal 


7), a painter for the Po- 





Seli idle items 


LaVerne, Calif., a for- 
mer resident of Fort 
Wayne, died Sunday in 


Mi Copheit DL 


mona Painters Union 
before retiring, is sur- 
vived by a ‘daughter, 
Angela Shoults of 
Hanna, Wyo., and a 
son, Jules of, Manhat- 
tan Beach, Calif. 

Services are Wednes- 
day in St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church, Po- 
mona, where arrange- 
ments are by Todd Me- 
morial Chapel. 
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‘Capuchin priest’ s cause _ : 
for beatification ata 


Huntington — An apart step m 
the cause for beatification and 
canonization of Capuchin Father 
Solanus Casey, who was stationed at St. 
Felix Friary from 1946 to 1956, is being | 
taken this month. 

Capuchin Brother Leo Wollenweber, 
who is in charge of the cause in the 
United States, is in Rome to present 
the writings of Father Solanus in four 
bound volumes to the Capuchin Postu- 
lator General. Two theologians will be. 
appointed to study these writings and — 
then issue a report to the Sacred Con- 


: gregation for Causes of Saints in the 
Cathalia Chaman PACA rel Dh” aninian as 
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S David H, Colerick (1805- 1887) was for 43 feet one 
of Fort Wayne’s most successful lawyérs. He came | } MILLE 
= here in 1829, after studying law at Lancaster, O. He | dM LA RW 
saw Fort Wayne emerge from a frontier village, to | 
À _ the canal era, and into the railroad age. 4 


He was elected a State Representative in 1833,and To 4 À/ COLERICK 
a State Senator in 1835. His district extended from a 

the Wabash River to Michigan, from Ohio to Illinois. 
He was a delegate to the 1864 Chicago Democratic … 
National Convention which nominated McClellan. 
for President. Mr. Colerick declined twice to be the 
.Democratic nominee for Congress, preferring to 
devote his entire time to practice of law. 


| Mr. Colerick rests in Lindenwood, where full 


modern facilities include single and family plots," 
_ garden crypts, two chapels and a BEN, 
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> > CAT VILLAGER 


w‘5775 
C MATADOR 


utomatic, power steering, power 
nditioned, tinted glass, bucket 
top, white walls, covers,bur- 


| now'1995 
\C BONNEVILLE 


‘tomatic, power steering, power 
3, air conditioed, tinted glass, 
, 60/40 seats, brown landau, 
| tilt wheel, cruise control, whi- 
ilver, 14,000 miles. 


now°5175 


CK CENTURY 
AU (SPECIAL)  , 


stomatic, power steering, power 
ditioned, tinted glass, tilt wheel, 
door lock, white walls, wheel 


Vy now 2875 
3 PINTO 


inder, 4 speed, AM/FM 8 track, 
roups, ‘whitewalls, wheel covers, 
des 


RY ZEPHYR 27 


Cafe cylinder. Automatic mswer 





on, 4 cylinder, automatic, power 
x) ies, AM-FM stereo Cassette, air 
lass, dual Radial white walls, 
ers, Interior or Exterior Group, 











- wow!2995 





'76 SHASTA 26 FT. 
TRAVEL TRAILER 


Sleeps 6, fully self contained, unit like new. 


now 3995 
"74 BUICK RIVIERA 


2 door, hardtop, V-8, automatic, full power, AM/FM 
radio, air conditioned, tinted glass, rear window 
defogger, vinyl top, white walls, chrome wheels, cus- 


tom trim, silver. 
* LIST $2675 now’1895 


'78 BUICK CENTURY REGAL 


2 door, coupe, V-6, automatic, power steering, power 
brakes, AM/FM stereo, air conditioned, tinted glass, 
whitewalls, wheel covers, rear defroster, 2 tone bur- 


gundy. | 
* LIST $4975 now ‘4395 


79 OLDS TORONADO 


2 door, coupe, hardtop, V-8, automatic, power steer- 
ing, power brakes, full power, AM/FM stereo, CB, air 
conditioned, tinted glass, rear window defogger, 50/ 
50 seats, vinyl top, burgundy, tilt wheel, curise con- 
trol, red velour pickup, full covers, whitewalls, dark 


ray, 12,000 miles. - 
* NEW LIST $13,200 now 8995 


‘79 CHEVROLET CHEVETTE 


5 door, sedan, 4 cylinder, automatic, radio, bucket 














_ seats, whitewalls, wheel covers, custom rally. stripe, 


dark brown, 10,000 miles. 


*NEWLIST$4650 Now°4095 
"78 FORD FUTURA ~ 





?2_danr. coune- hardto 5 : 


ee sehe, 








= 














3 door, coupe, 4 cylinder, 4 speed, radio, rally stripe, 
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78 PONTIAC 
GRAND LEMAN SAFARI 


4 door, station wagon, V-6, automatic, power steer- = 
ing, power brakes, radio, 'air conditioned, tinted glass, ; 
white walls, wheel covers, roof rack, wood grain. 


* LIST $5000 now°4075 : 


75 BUICK 
LA SABRE CUSTOM 


2 door, coupe, V-8, automatic, power steering, power : 
brakes, radio, air conditioned, tinted glass, vinyl top, : 
white walls, wheel covers stripes, dark brown. 


* LIST $2975 now’2195 


"76 PONTIAC ASTRA 
HATCHBACK 


2 door, coupe, 4 cylinder, automatic, radio, air condi- * 
tioned, tinted glass bucket seats, whitewalls, wheel : 
covers, rally wheels, silver, low miles. 


* LIST $2495 now'2195 : 
78 PINTO RUNABOUT 


nent 
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tee 
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SSeS Sess 
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200 


whitewalls, wheel covers, bright yellow, 9,000 miles. 


* LIST $3375 Now 52995. 
79 BUICK PARK AVENUE 


4 door, sedan, full power, AM/FM stereo, digital, air 


J 7.9.6 O66 4 © 6 @ 
teten 


ET 
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ee 


conditioned, tinted glass, rear window defogger, 3 
beige, vinyl top, tilt wheel, curise control, chrome plat- = 
ed wheels, white walls, telescope, pin stripes, 2900 # 
miles, never titled, snow white. ig PR = 
*NEW LIST $12,961 now'9195 & 
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MARSHALL CoMIncAVis# 
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The Corvilles 


Mr. and Mrs. George Corville, Hoag- 
land, will celebrate their 60th wedding 
anniversary Sunday at the Hoagland Pa- 
vilion with a dinner at 12:30 p.m. They 
will greet friends in the afternoon. Cor- 
ville and the former Vernon Emerick 
were married May 8, 1918 in Hoagland. 
They have three daughters, Mary Jane 
France and Kathleen Gronau, both of 
Fort Wayne, and Phyllis Deitering, 
Hoagland. There are 11 grandchildren 
and 10 great-grandchildren. The Cor- 
villes were telephone operators for the 





GERGE 
Cokviele 









Mr., Mrs. George Corville | 


Hoagland and Poe exchanges, and Cor- 
ville is a retired painter and PE 
hanger. 
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SUNDAY TV NEWS SHOWS 


This Week With David Brinkley: 
noon, WPTA, Channel 21. ; 


8 Face the Nation: U.N. Ambassador 


Jeane Kirkpatrick; Sen. Dale Bump- 
ers, D-Ark.; political science profes- 
sor Seweryn Bialer, 11:30 a.m., 
WANE, Channel 15. 


E60 Minutes: Reports on the ex- 


“treme measures used to enforce birth 


control in China; a man’s attempt to 


fake his own disappearance and col- 


lect $1 million insurance; and how 
South Tucson, Ariz., was forced into 
bankruptcy after a disabled police of- 
ficer won $3.5 million in a lawsuit, 7 
p.m., WANE, Channel 15. 
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TV changes 


These changes have been made. in 
"TV schedules and replace programs 
listed in today’s Channels magazine. 


TODAY . 


16:05 PM 
€ @9 (29) High Chaparral 
11:00 PM 
& @ (31) Movie: “Super Dragon” 
SUNDAY 
12:30 PH : 
€3 @ (31) Movie: “Captain January" 
1:00 PM 
€® ® (13) Basketball: Illinois vs. lowa 
5:35 PM 
€» @9 (29) Tumbling Walls 
12:05 AM 
G9 29) (29). Open Up 
DAYTIME 
11:00 AM 
€ @ (31) Today in Indiana 
11:30 AM 
€ & (31) The Newlywed Game 
1:30 PM 
€ @ (31) The 700 Club 
MONDAY 
8:00 PM 


€ @ (31) Movie: “2001: A Space Odys- 
sey" (Entire film) 
11:00 PM 


FM (AY sa Avi 


~ An eloquent evening of theater 18° 
in store for audiences who attend — 
‘Arena Dinner Theater’s production 


of “Children of a Lesser God.” 

The play, which opened Friday 
night and was introduced for the 
first time on a Fort Wayne commuu- 
nity theater stage, was a challenge 
ably met by its seven-member cast 
and director Carole Horstman. 

Highly sensitive portrayals were 
offered by Jackie Karasak, as the to- 
tally deaf Sarah Norman, and John 
Studebaker, as speech therapist 
James Leeds, whom Norman even- 


tually marries. 


Written by Mark Medoff, “Chil- 
dren” has, since 1980, won the Tony, 
Outer Critics and Drama Desk 
awards with good reason. 

Poignant, humorous and insight- 
ful, the play affords a hearing audi- 
ence a glimpse of the frustrations, 
pride and challenges involved in 
relationships between deaf and 
hearing — and of the complications 
which can arise when they attempt 
to sharé, and sometimes impose, 
their worlds upon one another. 

Starkly staged, the Arena produc- 
tion could have fallen flat had the of- 
ten intense, often eloquent Karasak 
and quietly perceptive Studebaker 
not so capably met the physical and 
emotional demands of their roles. 

The play is one we believe deaf 
and hearing-impaired audiences also 
will find sensitively performed. The 
cast began to learn signing last Octo- 
ber and can take pride in the end re- 
sult, which was natural, graceful — 
and, according to sign translator Ka- 
ren Perry, highly articulate. 

Such plays are rare, and so are lo- 
cal productions of them. We hope 
many in the area take advantage of 
the opportunity to attend, as did-a 
group of deaf and hearing-impaired 
students from Elmhurst High 
School at the Thursday evening 
dress rehearsal performance. 

Arena is to be complimented on 
bringing the play to Fort Wayne — 
and for choosing Horstman, 32, as 
director. It is the first full-length 
play she has directed — and she 
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James Hodgin, right, counsels John Studebaker in a recent re- ie 


hearsal for “Children of a Lesser God.” 


the English word concept of ‘come 
back.’ The deaf would more cor- 
rectly spell ‘back.’ 

“One of numerous examples of the 
dynamism achieved by both Stude- 
baker and Karasak occurred when 
they used the intertwining thumb- 
and-index circles between them- 
selves and the audience as a picture 
of ‘relationship.’ 

“T felt privileged to be in on the 
knowledge that the actors were be- 
ing real. The dialogue was visually 
substantiated. The pictures (the 
signed language) do give depth to 
the spoken symbols used by the 
hearing. Knowing they were doing it 
correctly was like a private ‘tickle.’ 

“It was obvious Jackie Karasak 
had invested considerable effort in 


developing signing skills which were 


clear and graceful. Amusingly, Stu- 
debaker’s occasional fumbled sign- 
ing typifies the level of ability a con- 
cerned hearing person can reach — 
never a natural signer (such as a 
child of deaf parents), but a crossa- 
ble ‘bridge’ between the worlds of 
hearing and deaf. 

“Sarah’s stomping is one way a 


3 


deaf person would naturally attract 
another’s attention; a hearing per- 


son hears the noise, a deaf person 
feels the vibration on his feet. 
“Sarah’s reluctance to speak is 
very common with people who have 
been deaf from birth. Karasak’s 
broad-spectrum voice tones were an 
attempt, but not typical, of the inde- 
finable sound created by a deaf- 
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REVIEW 


and keep that in focus — and not 
take strokes from everyone who is | 
watching at the deaf person’s ex- 
pense. 

“The play reflects another prob- 
lem hearing people can have with a 
disabled person: It appeared to me 
James Leeds was repeating a depen- 
dency relationship from his child- 
hood. His mother had considered 
him a ‘god’ capable of miracles; now 
he is attempting to be Sarah’s mira-. 
cle worker. Leeds confesses he is 
used to playing the role of helper; 
Sarah, I think, wants an equal 
relationship. The characters’ biggest 
struggles are in explaining their in- 
dividual needs to each other and re- _ 
solving the conflicting goals. | 


“Equality is possible between deaf 
and hearing persons. The key to 
finding it is each making his/her de- 
mands known — and each caring 
enough to keep trying. 


“Seeing all the problems I’ve en- 
countered and/or observed in the 
deaf culture/world condensed into 
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The third Allen County courthouse, built 
in 1861, is pictured here. Built for 
$78,000, the building had four tall octago- 
nal towers on each end and niches which 
held full-sized stautes of Anthony Wayne 
and George Washington. The large tower, 


‘he late attorney N.C. Miller, familiar with the appearance ofthe 
ourthouse square in the 1840s, provided information for the pre- 
aration of this sketch. All buildings on the square were removed 
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hen the county’s third courthouse was built. 
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Over 60 Items Servedi 
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Adults 5595 Children under 10 395 
3 yrs. and Under FREE 
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485-1685 : 


OFFER GOOD MONDAY THRU SUNDAY. 


CHICKEN - HAM 


SWISS STEAK DINNER 
SERVED 11 A.M. TO CLOSING 
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rising 160 feet from the ground, held a bel 
weighing more than half a ton. An ornat: 
water fountain, shaded by a gazebeo wit! 
a large copper eagle on top, adorned th 
lawn. The eagle is on display at the His 
torical Museum, 302 E. Berry St. 
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| SUNDAY TV NEWS SHOWS _ 
:__ This Week With David Brinkley: 
‘noon, WPTA, Channel 21. : 


_B Face the Nation: U.N. Ambassador 
Jeane Kirkpatrick; Sen. Dale Bump- 
ers, D-Ark.; political science profes- 
‘sor Seweryn Bialer, 11:30 a.m., 
WANE, Channel 15. 


_B60 Minutes: Reports on the ex- 
~ treme measures used to enforce birth 
control in China; a man’s attempt to 
fake his own disappearance and col- 
ject $1 million insurance; and how 
South Tucson, Ariz., was forced into: 
bankruptcy after a disabled police of- 
ficer won $3.5 million in a lawsuit, 7 
p.m., WANE, Channel 15. 
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TV changes 


These changes have been made. in 
TV schedules and replace programs 
listed in today’s Channels magazine. 


TODAY . 
16:05 PM 
€ @ (29) High Chaparral 
11:00 PM 
€B @) (31) Movie: “Super Dragon” 
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€ @ (31) Movie: “Captain January” 
1:00 PM 
€ ©) (13) Basketball: Illinois vs. lowa 
5:35 PM 
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€ & (29) Open Up 
DAYTIME 
11:00 AM 
@ @ (31) Today in Indiana 
11:30 AM 
€ & (31) The Newlywed Game 
1:30 PM 
€ & (31) The 700 Club 2 
MONDAY 
8:00 PM 


€3 © (31) Movie: "2001: A Space Odys- 
sey’' (Entire film) 
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ning Of theater Is 


‘Arena Dinner Theater’s production 


of “Children of a Lesser God.” 


The play, which opened Friday 2 


night and was introduced for the 
first time on a Fort Wayne commuu- 
nity theater stage, was a challenge 
ably met by its seven-member cast 
and director Carole Horstman. 
Highly sensitive portrayals were 
offered by Jackie Karasak, as the to- 
tally deaf Sarah Norman, and John 
Studebaker, as speech therapist 
James Leeds, whom Norman even- 
Written by Mark Medoff, “Chil- 
dren” has, since 1980, won the Tony, 
Outer Critics and Drama Desk 
awards with good reason. 
Poignant, humorous and insight- 
ful, the play affords a hearing audi- 
ence a glimpse of the frustrations, 
pride and challenges involved in 
relationships between deaf and 
hearing — and of the complications 
which can arise when they attempt 
to share, and sometimes impose, 
their worlds upon one another. 
Starkly staged, the Arena produc- 
tion could have fallen flat had the of- 
ten intense, often eloquent Karasak 
and quietly perceptive Studebaker 
not so capably met the physical and 
emotional demands of their roles. 
The play is one we believe deaf 
and hearing-impaired audiences also 


will find sensitively performed. The 


cast began to learn signing last Octo- 
ber and can take pride in the end re- 
sult, which was natural, graceful — 
and, according to sign translator Ka- 
ren Perry, highly articulate. 

Such plays are rare, and so are lo- 
cal productions of them. We hope 
many in the area take advantage of 
the opportunity to attend, as did-a 
group of deaf and hearing-impaired 
students from Elmhurst High 
School at the Thursday evening 
dress rehearsal performance. 

Arena is to be complimented on 
bringing the play to Fort Wayne — 
and for choosing Horstman, 32, as 
director. It is the first full-length 
tel a a ae and une 


the English word concept of. ‘come 
back.’ The deaf would more cor- 
rectly spell ‘back.’ 

“One of numerous examples of the 
dynamism achieved by both Stude- 
baker and Karasak occurred when 
they used the intertwining thumb- 
and-index circles between them- 
selves and the audience as a picture 
of ‘relationship.’ 

“T felt privileged to be in on the 
knowledge that the actors were be- 
ing real. The dialogue was visually 
substantiated. The pictures (the 
signed language) do give depth to 
the spoken symbols used by the 
hearing. Knowing they were doing it 
correctly was like a private ‘tickle.’ 

“It was obvious Jackie Karasak 
had invested considerable effort in 


developing signing skills which were 


clear and graceful. Amusingly, Stu- 
debaker’s occasional fumbled sign- 
ing typifies the level of ability a con- 


cerned hearing person can reach — 


never a natural signer (such as a 
child of deaf parents), but a crossa- 
ble ‘bridge’ between the worlds of 
hearing and deaf. 

“Sarah’s stomping is one way a 


deaf person would naturally attract— 
another’s attention; a hearing per- 


son hears the noise, a deaf person 
feels the vibration on his feet. 
“Sarah’s reluctance to speak is 
very common with people who have 
been deaf from birth. Karasak’s 
broad-spectrum voice tones were an 
attempt, but not typical, of the inde- 
finable sound created by a deaf- 


James Hodgin, right, counsels John Studebaker in a rec 
hearsalfor “Children of a Lesser God.” 
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and keep that in focus — and not 
take strokes from everyone who is 
watching at the deaf person’s ex- 
pense. 

“The play reflects another prob- 
lem hearing people can have with a 
disabled person: It appeared to me 
James Leeds was repeating a depen- 
dency relationship from his child- 
hood. His mother had considered 
him a ‘god’ capable of miracles; now 
he is attempting to be Sarah’s mira-. 
cle worker. Leeds confesses he is 
used to playing the role of helper; 
Sarah, I think, wants an equal 
relationship. The characters’ biggest 
struggles are in explaining their in- 
dividual needs to each other and re- 
solving the conflicting goals. EAE 


“Equality is possible between deaf 
and hearing persons. The key to 
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LINCOLN From 3S 
tion the ter was the site of 
the first gathering of the 44th Indi- 
ana Volunteers before they went off 
to the Civil War. Forming a hollow 
square and surrounded by throngs of 
Fort Wayne onlookers, the troops in 
their new uniforms watched Mayor 
Franklin P. Randall present- their 
commander with a specially made 
silk Stars and Stripes. Then the men 
listened as the mayor exorted them 
to defend the flag “until death do 
them part.” 

By the end of the nineteenth cen- 
tury this once grand building had 
begun to fall to ruin. Loud protests 
were raised about the poor ventila- 
tion and lack of a sewage system. 
Led by city officials such as Mayor 
Charles Zollinger and Charles 
Muhler, a movement almost suc- 
ceeded in creating a joint city- 
county building project. But county 
officials delayed, and Zollinger 
moved ahead to build his own city 
hallat Barr and Berry Streets, which 
was completed in 1894. Such a joint 
project would not again be broached 
for another 60 years. - 

Under the leadership of Perry A. 
Randall the county was ready in 
1895 to begin its new courthouse. 
The design submitted by Brentwood 


3-Of fice of Cierke 
+-Offices of 
Dias ath 


S. Tolan was accepted, and the cor- 
nerstone was laid on Nov. 17, 1897, 
in what was then the largest cere- 
mony ever held in Fort Wayne. 
Thousands crammed the streets 
around the courthouse square to see 
Gov. James A. Mount and his entou- 
rage officiate in the cornerstone cer- 
emony. Delegations from each of the 


- county’s 20 townships were present, 


and representing the city of Fort 
Wayne was Louis Peltier, the oldest 


resident of the city, who was born in © 


the fort in 1813. Once the eight-ton 
stone was laid in place, Col. Robert 
Robertson, Fort Wayne’s Civil War 
vintage Congressional Medal of 
Honor winner and ex-lieutenant 
governor, held forth for more than 
an hour on the history of the U.S. le- 
gal system. 

Thus properly launched, the 
fourth courthouse of Allen County 
began its role as a central feature of 
community life. Even before it was 
completed, the rotunda served in 
1899 as the place of honor for the 
casket of Fort Wayne’s other Civil 
War hero, General Henry Lawton, 
who was killed in the Philippines 
earlier that year. 





Michael Hawfield is executive director of 
the Historical Museum, 302 E. Berry St. 





The late attorney N.C. Miller, familiar with the appearance of the 
courthouse square in the 1840s, provided information for the pre- 
paration of this sketch. All buildings on the square were removed 
when the county’s third courthouse was built. 





The third Allen County courthouse, built 


in 1861, is pictured here. Built for 
$78,000, the building had four tall octago- 
nal towers on each end and niches which 
held full-sized stautes of Anthony Wayne 
and George Washington. The large tower, 





rising 160 feet from the ground, held a bel 
weighing more than half a ton. An ornat: 
water fountain, shaded by a gazebeo wit] 
a large copper eagle on top, adorned th 
lawn. The eagle is on display at the His 
torical Museum, 302 E. Berry St. 
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Old courthouse had charms 


By KEVIN LEININGER 
Of The News-Sentinel 

The present Allen County Courthouse, ded- 
icated in 1902, is justifiably considered one of the 
city’s most beautiful buildings. But there was an 
earlier county courthouse which, if not as ar- 
chitecturally beautiful, at least had much pret- 
tier grounds. 

This scene, looking west toward Calhoun 
Street near Main Street around 1890, shows the 
landscaped grounds of the old courthouse, which 
was built in 1862. 

In the foreground is an artesian well, a favor- 
ite downtown gathering spot for decades. Sur- 
rounded by lush trees, the well was, an early Fort 
Wayne historian wrote, “one of the notable fea- 
tures of Fort Wayne, attracting the attention of 
all, inviting the multitude to partake freely of its 
waters, which are bountiful in their character 
and possess medicinal virtues of high repute.” 


That’s quite glowing praise indeed for noth- 








ing more than a well, but it’s perhaps under- 
standable. The well took years to drill — water 
was not found until the drill hit 3,000 feet. 

The courthouse itself was completed on July 
23, 1862, at a cost of $78,000. But the building 
served for just three decades. By 1894, The Fort 
Wayne Gazette was reporting a “frightful odor” 
was coming from the courthouse “which would 
shame a glue factory or a slaughter house.” This 
was in the days before plumbing, and the court- 
house bathrooms apparently were the culprit. 

Although many in the city were against tear- 
ing the old courthouse down, the wrecker’s ball 
prevailed. The new courthouse, built on the same 
location as the old, was not equipped with the 
beautiful grounds and artisan well of its smaller 
predecessor. 

The well, which was covered by an ornate ga- 
zebo, is long gone. But the eagle which perched 
atop the gazebo is still flying — in the historical 
museum on Berry Street. 




















"The old Allen County Courthouse, built in 1862, had land- 
scaped grounds and an artisan well with a gazebo. But it also 
had “a frightful odor.” It was torn down and replaced by the 
present courthouse around the turn of the century. The view 
of the courthouse grounds at right, circa 1890, looks west to- 


ward Calhoun Street, near Main. 
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City Deaths 








CRAYTIN 


| Arthur G. Crayton, 62, of Hunt. 
ington, formerly of Fort Wayne, died — 


Wednesday in Parkview Memorial- 


Hospital. Death followed a brief ill- 
ness. 


Mr. Crayton, a ras president 
Er 


of the Fort Wayne ; 
Board of Realtors, 

was an appraiser 
with the Federal 
Housing Admin- 
istration for 12 
years until re 
tiring in January. : 
He was a former 
assistant vice : 
president of First : 
Federal Savings & ‘ 
Loan Association, Crayton 


Born in Fort Wayne, he resided in © 
Huntington since 1977. He was a 


graduate of North Side High School 
and was a member of Sol D. Bayless 
Masonic Lodge, the Scottish Rite, 
the York Rite, Mizpah Shrine 
Temple, of which he was a former 
president of the directors staff, 


served as master of ceremonies for: 


several years and was an associate 
member of the Mizpah Foot Patrol. 


- He was a member of Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 9500, Allen. 


County; the Society of Real Estate 
Appraisers; and served on the board 


of the Great Lakes Bowling Associa- 


tion. 
Surviving are his wife, Lucy; two 


daughters, Susan Ross and Linda | 
Skaggs, both of Fort Wayne; a step-. 
daughter, Janet Chapin of Broken — 
Arrow, Okla.; a stepson, Larry Shoe- — 


maker of Huntington; five grand- 
children; and four step-grandchil- 
dren. 


Calling is from 7 to 9 p.m. today 


__and from 2 to 5 and 7 to 9 p.m. Fri- 


Were 


day, with services at 11 a.m. Satur- 
day in D.O. McComb & Sons Lake- 
side Park Funeral Home, 1140 Lake 
Ave. Burial is in Greenlawn Memo- 





4 a 


rial Park. Services by Sol D. Bayless’ | 


Masonic Lodge are 7:30 p.m. today 
in the funeral home. Preferred me- 


morials are gifts to the Shriners Hos- | 


N pitals for Crippled Children. 
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Earl M. Crayton, 


Former Printer, 


Earl M. Crayton, 80, of 1323 
West Third St., a type- 
setter in the Composing De- 
partment of Fort Wayne 
Newspapers, Inc., before re- 
tiring in 1959 after 45 years, 
died at 6:15 p.m. Friday in 

- the V. A. Hospital. 


Mr. Crayton in his years 
immediately before retiring 
worked in typographical 
makeup of The News-Sentinel. 


He began as an apprentice 
with the old Globe Printing 
Co., Fort Wayne,in1911, 
working for its successor 
firm, Fort Wayne Printing 
Co., before becoming a 
journeyman printer in 1915, 
the year he began his news- 
paper career with the old 
Fort Wayne News. 


A veteran of World War I, 
his career also included stints 
on the old Huntington News 
and with Specialty Salesman 
magazine which was publish- 
ed at South Whitley. 


‘He served as 1952 president 
of the International Typogra- 
phical. Union’s Indiana State 
Conference of Printers & Mai- 
lers. 


Mr. Crayton, a native of 
Fort Wayne, was a member 
of Simpson United Methodist 
Church, a 50-year member of 
Sol D. Bayless Lodge, F&AM, 
a 50-year member of the York 
Rite Masonic bodies, a mem- 
ber of the Order of Eastern 
Star Chapter, South Whitley, 
and American Legion Post 47. 


Surviving are his wife, Hel- 
en; a son, Arthur, Fort 
Wayne, and a brother, Glen, 
of Fremont, O. 


Services will be at 1:30 p.m. 
Monday in Chalfant-Perry- 
Klaehn Funeral Home with 
burial in Greenlawn Me- 
morial Park. Calling will be 7 

. to 9 p.m. today and 2 to 5 and 
7 to 9 p.m. Sunday. Services 
by Sol D. Bayless Lodge 359, 
F&AM, will be at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday. 





Dies at Age 80 > 
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Earl Crayton 


CRAYTSV 


3-9-/97$ — 
TW wen l-14-19€4 
CRhEEWLA WP Helen A. Crayton, 86, a lifelong 


resident of Fort Wayne, died Mon- 
‘day in Byron Health Center. 
Surviving are a son, Arthur G. of 
Huntington, two grandchildren, five 
great-grandchildren and two step- 
_ grandchildren. é: 
_ Services are scheduled 10 ‚a.m. 
_ Thursday in D.O. McComb & Sons 
Maplewood Park Funeral Home, 
4017 Maplecrest Road, with calling 
from 7 to 9 p.m. today. Burial will be 
in Greenlawn Memorial Park. 
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115 Saleswork 130 Antiques 


| OPPORTUNITY — To earn $320 per week 
plus bonuses. For interview, phone 485- | ANTIQUE — Packard Pump Organ, ex- 
7544 8 to 10 a.m. only. An Equal Opportu- | cellent condition, best offer, call 484-8043 
nity Employer. Deus |S after. 5:309 
SALES MANAGEMENT BABE’S ANTIQUES — General Line. Buy 
We are seeking to expand our sales staff in | or Sell. 730 Elnora. 1-69-27 off Washing- 
the cons ten. ons. ton Center Road. Call 748-7978. 
Ne available for March and April 1975. | CARPETS — All life can De beautiful if 
Our district sales team happens 10 be ou use Blue Lustre. Trent ‘Electric 
one of the top in a company which is one hampooer. $1. Wells Street Pro Hard- 
of the largest corporations in the world. ware. 1642 Wells St 
We want college graduates or persons - = 


‚ware. 1642 Wells St__- ______— 
with equivalent business experience Cash For Silver Coins 


want to control their future, have unlim- 
i ings, be i ested in Paying $2.90 on the dollar for silver coins, 
ted earnings, ane Tr os ‘64 and before. Square Deal Coins. Phone 


sales management. There is a 3 year sa- 
lary program with unlimited commis- 219-623-3511. 
HERRY HARVEST TA LE — Round ta- 
bles, chairs, cupboards, commodes, post- 


sions. Excellent fringe benefits are part 
er brass bed We . 1814 Tyler." 
CHERRY, OAK EURVED GLASS 


of the package. Invest one hour to hear 

our story, You will be glad you did. Call 
CHINA’S, | OAK COMMODE-—uphol- 
stered walnut rocker, wainut game 


or write: Jack Prosser - 743-4491. 
table, oak parlor table. 749-5853 after 
5:00 weekdays. 
CLOCKS — 2 weights German Grand- 


n 
fathers, late 1800's, oak tight finish, 
sare with carvings, $450. New Haven 
kitchen clock, $110. Gilbert (Mantle, $85. 
All excellent condition. 749-0207. 

COINS AND STAMPS 


Bought and Sold-RUSSELL’S 
514 W. Jefferson - 743-5933 


© Eurniture Strippin 


17727 Indianapolis Rd. 638-4765 
PURNITURE STRIPPING — Repairing 


y 


and refinishing. We buy and sell an- 
tiques, primitives. THE REFINISHING 
SHOP, 4220 Smith Road. 432-2980. 


Heritage House Antiques 
530 S. Washington, Waterloo, Ind. 
219-837-4283 È 


RR ER QT ER 
Hoosier Heritage Antiques 

4005 South Wayne 745-4173 © 
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10-5. 

3 FRI. EVENINGS TILL 9. 

-| JANE LOMONT ANTIQUES — Now open 

at 3808 S. Calhoun., Tues. thru Fri., 10 to 


5; Sat. 10to 1. 744-0746. 
KIRK’S FINE CLOCKS — All kinds. Gen- 
eral antiques. Furniture, Brass Cop- 
| 633 Riverside. We Buy! 422-7748. 
OLD CLOCK SHOP — teaning, licensed 
repair, sales, (wall, mantle). 3331 Butler 
Ct. 483-2061. We Buy! . 
RIVATE — Goblet sh candelabras 






















The Equitable Life Assurance Society 
OF THE UNITED STATES 
ni m 


An Equal Opportu ty E ployer M-F 


He SALES 
MANAGEMENT 


GROCFRY 


Hours 9-5:30. Mon. thru Sat. > 


City. 


THE 
: Original: 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Antique, 
yah ae Show & i 


Sale 


Memorial Coliseum 
Exhibition Hall 


March 13-14-15-16, 1975 : 
Daily 12 Noon to l0pm _ : 
(Closing Sun. at 6 p.m.) CST. 
41st Show Sponsored by. 
the Psi lota Xi of Ft. Wayne 


Admission: ; 


$1.50 Adults _ 


t AN — Loveseat, walnut, ligt 
blue velvet. Also, another loveseat ar 
atching chair. 493-1637. i 
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